CNN Reporter Blasted
For Iraq Coverage

By Howard Kurtz
Washington Post Staff Writer

Sen. Alan Simpson -(R-Wyo.)
charged ygaterday that CNN corre-
spondent Peter Arnett is "a sympa-,
thizer” with Iraq, that his reporting
during the Vietnam War was biaged;
and that he has a brother-in-law who

was “active in the Viet Cong,” = ., ..

At a Capitol Hill luncheon with re-
porters, the Senate minority whip
assailed Arnett for his censored tele-
vision reports from Baghdad. He
said the reporter is “what we used to
call a sympathizer. . ., He was ac-
tive in the Vietnam War and he won
a Pulitzer Prize largely because of
his anti-government material. And
he was married to a Vietnamese
whose brother was active in the Viet
Cong. I called that sympathizers in
aj’ early days in the Second World

ar.. - Y . ‘

An Arnett family member, who
asked not to be identified, said the
Viet Cong allegation is “completely
uatrue.” The family member said
Amett's estranged wife, Nina, from
whom he has been separated for
several years, had two brothers—a

heart doctor who was forced into.

early retirement by the Viet Cong
and died in the 1960s, and a math
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80 won  Pulter fo his Vietnam cov-
érage, sald yesterday he was
“stunned by the ugli e

‘son's remarks about Arnett,

1 like Alan Simpson, I think he’
wmart s hel uny as plls o
stam said. “But the ugliness of him
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" Arnett has been crltlcixed by
White House spokesman Marlin Fltun

among others, for
allied bomb damage in resldenﬂal :

mﬂmimﬂwﬂﬂe&&dﬂmwmﬂ
an interview several days ago. =
At the luncheon, Simpson acknowl-
edged that he was “my foot
chardownhmymouﬂ:." heaaid
“our greatest problem right now in
this conflict” is that "now there is an
entire convoy of media people cross-
ing the desert to get to Baghdad, with

,ﬁwitmtelﬁtedldullndallthelran-

tennas, and we've got to prntmt

‘them. And who the hell who has

imlgimuonlmmwhatthey’rem
to feed us. , .

“Maybe I'm from the old schml
that we can't spend our time trying

R

He sald Arnett, who remained m
Viatnam for a time after U.S. forces
mthdrewd‘e"was able to have free

countrylnammmmiat.

hgw called Amett’s m
his report that allied torces had
bombed what the claimv is an in-

fant farmula factory but which' the

White Houge says is a biologieal
mmﬂyma why
is he the only one there? . . . Hereisa
mnwhonrepomnzfmmacwnw

with which we are at war, the same -

people who are trying to kill our
g;du.fxg men and women,” Simpaou

Staﬂ'wrnerﬁdmmw
contributed to this report.
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