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Background
iee Oswald spent almost three jears in Russia; Almcst
our sole sources of information on these years are his own
writings and correspondence and Farina's testinonj. We.are
onereeore preoarinv a letter to be sent to the Russian
Government asking for addiulonal inlormauion.‘. “;
On 21 January 1954 the CIA sent us a draft of such a
letter. The Spaue Departnenu has connented that in 1ts
'-opinion »he CIA araft uould probablj have serious adverse
ciplomauic effects. The State Dcpartnent feels tnat tne S
CIA draft carries an inference that we suspect that Oswald L
‘mighu have been an agent for the Soviet Governnent and that
.x we are asXing the Russian Government to documenu our T
'suspicions. The State Department feels thau the Russians
will notianswer a leuter of this king, at least not truth- :
fully, and that it will also do positive harnAinfﬁhataﬁhey'.
will ﬁake offense at our sendinrr it to thenm. The State _..
Department proposes instead that we send a ve”y short arnd

simple request for whatever. 1nformation the Russian
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Governncnt cares

the general public or. even %o her attorney until after;we

had received our answers from the Russian Governmenu. He

' zppearance of our tryino 'to do this.

“but only that we indicate

to furnish us on Lee Harvey Oswaldé and
¥arina.

On 31 Januaxy

his wife,

1964 #r. Allen Dulles dropped into my .
office to converse generally on the foreign aspects of the
assassination. AU that time he made two points. First;

he felt that we should rot release_Marina's testimony-to

.

feels that so long as the Russians are in doubt as to how o
much Marina disclosed, they may be ‘under some p“essuie to

give us accurate and more-or-less COmplete inlormation. .

Second, hr. Dulles felt that we snould not try to trap fqe , -ﬁ
Russians into giving us inaccurate or incomnlete 1ulo“xauion.
and that we snould esoeciallJ avoid givmn* tne Russi ns the

M. Dulles su~"e°£ea" ‘
that wherever'we have information aﬁainst wnich vie can cnéc& ﬁ
the Russian answers that we indicate uhis fact to.the g'l-i"{_

Russians in our questions'to themn. er. Dulles -did not mean ..

.‘hat ve indicate to the Russians wha» our information was,

hat we have 1t. During his .R

conversation with me,.ﬁr. Dulles said tnat he woula send his-
the CIA‘s proposed letter to the Russian Governnen»v

back to ne as soon as possible with his comments noted on tqe

éraft of

margin. So far I have not received this from Mr. Dalles




Recommcndationz

Ty inclinacion at the present time is that thc State
Department's recommended approach 15 prooably preferasle to
the UIA'S. However, I 1ou1d modify the State Departmentc

9,

app“oacn slightly oy followirg the general request u‘“1 2

few — Very few —- specific guestlons. These ouestions would'

be restricted to areas that were both imnortant to us and r.obt

such as to. give material offense to the Russians.' T un;nk .
that including 2 few specific questions mignt even be beﬁe—

ficial in that, 1f we were careful in the ‘cholce of and

. drafting of these questions, we nlvht successfully caonvey to
" the Rubsian Covernment the 1n0ression that at the present

tinme at least we were. inclined to. recard Oswald as neurotically

peing. motivated by anything connected with the Russian

Government. In other words, properly chosen and drafte

specific questions might serve ‘{o allay susplcion rather than

arouse 1it.

Vita the fore"oing crenen:‘al criterla 1n mind, I would

propose including specific questions sucn as the followin

Ve would like to have:

L.

1. Copiles of all aocumenus and records 1n con-

nection with any hospi»alizations and other medical

ry o

exanineticns and rreatments of Lee Harvey Osxald and o
Mrs. merina Oswald during her adult lile includinb.

(1) His t*eatment in 0ctober 1939 in Noscow

E ana oe*sonally notivated in klllinv the President rauher than
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when, accordinz to nis owﬁ diary, ne
was found uncogscioos in his hotel
; ' ' ~ . room by Intourlst Guide Rima Shirokova
| - . - after an attempted sulcide. y
(2) Any examinations or. treatments made of
Marina Osuald on or about Octooer ;961
when, accordin" to Lee Ha vey Oswala-s
diary, Marina Oswala was treated for'
. nervous exnaustion. | ' o '

2. The results of any physical examinaeions,'ff

psychological tests or psychological examinations made at any -

‘time on Lee Harvey Oswald or Marina Oswald.

3.. Copies of all communications to and from'

. Lee Harvey Oswald with any organ or commission of uhe Russ;aﬂ -

-GovernAent in relation to his ent erinﬂ Russia and seexlnﬁv

;perm1551on to re51de there and in relaoion to his seekin"

.b o _Russian ciuizensnip durinv late 1959 and’ tnereafter.

4. Copies of all conesnonaence to and fron '

Lee Ha"veJ Oswala with any Organ or cormission of the Russian

Government in reference to Oswald's cfxorus to leave Russia
and return to the United States. T f. )
5. Copies of all correspondence uO and Ifrom Marina
, Oswald in re;erence to her attempts to leeve Russia and
acconpany heb husband to the United States. R

.6.. Copies of the file on Lee Harvey Oswald kept Dy

the qnviet Consulate in Mexico Citwv.

-
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' memoranda minutes, etc., as does the CIA draft.

+0 think that they are not important enough to warrant

~to N. Reznichenko from Marina Oswala. Both letue s refer to

LIf poss1b_-, we request that a copy of this Form Card be .

.- furnished to us at this time.

union reco:ds and other job-related activities of Lee harveyi

7. Copics of any reeords showing drurkenncss,
violence, disorderly conduct or othex abnormal benavior cn )
the part of Oswald, whetner or not criminal.

You will note that I have not asked in the foregoing

questions (except for No. 6 and No. 7) for copies of internal
The following questions might be asked, but I am inclincd

probablj offending the Soviet‘Government by 1nclﬁdiﬁﬂ them:
1. In tne file Furnished to the United States
Governneﬂt by the Soviet Governmenu covering the correapondeﬂce
between the Russian Embassy.ln Uasnington, D. C., ana
~ee Harvey and Marina Oswald; there’ is a letter daued .
Jul& 9, 1962 from N. Reznichenko, Caief- of the Consular .

Section, to Narina Oswald and a 1etter dated August.ls, 1662

a "Form Card No. 118," and tne letter dated August 13, 1902

states that the Form Card has been filed out and ;s inclosed.

.

2. A descrlption of Oswald's Job in the Minsk Radio and

Television factory, plus copies of all emoloynent records,

Oswald.

3. A statement as to why Lee Harvey Oswald was not

granted,Russian_citizenship status by the Russian Govern;enu i
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‘Or, if Oswald was offered such civizenship ané he reiused,

A

copies of 2ll correspondence to and from Oswald on tais
subject.

The CIA éraft includes certain inquiries on Oswald's

ownership of ueapons in the Soviet Union. The CIA céraft does -

-nOT -go on to ask about his membersnip in the Minsk gun club,

waich would seen logically to follow in this context, David
Belin has told me that he no lonﬂer regards the issue of
Osuald's marxsmanship as of primary iwoo“tance and tnat

therefore, althouoh he would velcone wnauever adaitional

. evidence we might obtain from the Russian Gove“nment as to.

Osvald'e skill with firearms he does not Ieel uhau tnis is

a nigh-priority item. In my own opinion, uhe only otnei

~

. reason ve might want to asx questions in regard to Oswald's
'"Ifirearms anq/or huntinc ac»ivipies in the Soviet Union is to

. find out whether the gun club and these activities were som

sort of cover- ~Uup for sabotage or espionage trainino.

Cer»ainlx if such was tne case, - the Russians will not admit .

it nor will- they furnish us any evidence from whicn vie can

“document such a conclusion on our part Consequently,

because trying to get information as to a ”cover-uo is hooe-‘ c

less and because the marksmanship angle is not crucial I
recomnend that we not question the Russian Covernmenu on one
subject of Oswald's firearms and/or huntin” ac»iVities in

Russia,




