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Y thmm:: Post Bt!.[.! Writer f
n Chile, he- ig greeted 'by hordes of
apeaking JTeporters shouting
o*Prosecutor Propper, Prosecutor
gropper” and hidden photographers

'.""-J‘ streets or comes out of build-

Wspapers . speculate on  ‘matters::
sifieing - from / his  briefcase,;
ihey think is “James Bond-eqlﬁpped."
[@ithe specially built car they say is
“#tawn to e from the United States
pr his use there, and even his alleged
elife when he is in Santiago.

r-old ,zEugene M. Propper. whose

'q'-.' of the agency—be arrested in the
Blie ‘and an aide Ronni K. Mof-
an Sheridan Cirele.
g the way, in a manner unri-
in many major’ investigations,

inal symbols of the dogged persist-
stie of U.S. authoritles to solve the
Btelier murder case.
Propper and Cornick say they can-
g directly discuss the Letelier case
dgénuse of the pending trials. But a
ir picture has emerged of two well-
i#fched, plodding and innovative in-
stigators who have come out, so far,
[€1ling like roses in a case that eas-
Beould have generated a very differ-
aroma. |

In Sept. 21, 1976, Propper was sit-

: putation of sorts of minor boat-
§8%¥ing in-the normally staid world of
ai-alike FBI- agents, some of his ac-
[Eintances say. He had just arrived

#The object of the attention is ‘31

uding the feared ex-direc- .
t 21, 1976, bombing murder of °

the U.8: Courthouse cafeteria ..

,to snap his picture as he walks .
B comings and goings are docu-
mfénted with bold red headlines, and 1

whichy

:'- fuate degree in’econo
Uifiersity of Massachusetts
8t and a law degree from the Uni-.

. : Ity for the Justice Department be-

The Leteher Prosecdtor. An

ln Santzago

fihe Washington field. office after a
it in bomb-rocked Puerto Rico, and

ne to mind when. Washington

agent-in-charge Nick F. Stames '
oo!dng for a Spanixh@eaklng

Trnick and Propper seemed to

together well quickly according

Teople who watched: them at the

seemingly ' outrageous *

définds; - Cornick would soft-soap '
8 demands so that they seemed

normal. wheq *they were re-

g opper, who 18" !rom New Hyde

. Long Island, earned :an wunder-’
mies at the
at Am-

of Minnesota, He worked

fore joining the Us. attorney's office
in 1972 to get trial experience.

" He had worked' in various sections
office ' trying

of the  prosecutor's
“grimes lncludlng murders and rapes,

. and had joined the fairly elite major

crimes divislon—where he dealt wita

.such matters as. contract murders and

the widely  publicized second Sting

“project InvoIvlng undercover agents .;’

who = operated "_a - fake stolen-goods
shop. At the ‘time of the Letelier blast,

he was contemplating leaving the of-
fice to enter the more lucrltlva field

of private practice. '.
Propper was known as a cocky

.. young man, outspoken in his views

about some aspects of office policy
but nof any sort of “star” in the court--

tions.

In one of the more wuchy aspects
of the early part of the Investigation,
the Justice Department and the FBI

. Toom Or in his handling of investiga-
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Chilean newspaper and magn:lm articles devoted to “El Fiscal Propper.”| il

“~ L. CARTER CORNICK E. LAWRENCE BARCELLA JE.
- Spanish-speaking boat rocker « + . behind-the-scenes supervisor

had to “sell” themselves to the friends
and coworkers of the vietims, who had
worked at the Institute for Policy

-Studies, a leftist think tank here that

had been spied upon and otherwise in-

filtrated by the bureau during antiwar

days.

Despite IPS outeries for special

, prosecutors and meetings with two at-
" tormeys general about the slowness
¢ with which they thought the investiga- |

tion was being conducted, Propper
and Cornick quietly won the grudging

. respect of the leftists. As the case

nearéd its apparent completion, left-
ists praised Cornick and Propper in
one breath and castigated the agen-
cies for which they wurked in the

. next,

Both Prnpper and Cornick qulckly
say they have not “solved” the Lete-

. lier case, and they lavish praise just

as quick.ly on their superiors and the
hundreds of FBI agents-across the
United States and other investigators

. throughout the world who have

brought the Letelier case this far.
Other point out that, in many ways,

the case was the type in which the

FBI is at its best—Ilots of laboratory

.work, use of informants, massive man-

power available for the tedious job of
solying international terrorism prob-
lems.

come to the limelight recently, for ex-
ample. Assistant U.S. Attorney E.
Lawrence Barcella Jr., one of Prop-
per’'s supervisors, has worked behind
the scenes on the case for more than a
vear and will join Propper in trying
the case.

Two other major investigators have

Robert W. Scherrer, the FBI's leéal

attache in Santiago, also has been in-
dispensable to the case because of the
network of contacts and the respect
he had built up in eight years in
South America, according to several
persons involved in t_.he case.

But the major focus of media atten-
tion in Chile was on Propper—called
“Fiscal” or prosecutor there—and on
Cornick or Barcella as they made a to-

spring, They have told Associates how

. reporters for the sensationalist press
- in Chile would try to talk their way
- into hotel rooms at 8 am. for inter-
~ views, guess the Identity of who might

be with Propper at any one time, seek

them out in restaurants, and try to
identify persons with them by brace-
lets or rings.

During the first two trips, thn US
Investigators were treated royally by
the press. But by the third trip, when
the seriousness of the .investigation
and its possible aim at high Chilean

| .officials was clear, the atmosphere

changed, they have said. .

That was when a raey Journal ac-
cused Propper of using U.S. funds to
come to Chile for an assignatton _with

~\tal, of three 'trips to Santiago this "

SO



an attractive female journalist. News-
papers proclaimed in English, “FBI
GO HOME." And, as in a Peter Sell-
ers movie, photographers hanging out
of Fiat windows chased an embassy
station wagon at high speeds through
a market district, scattering chickens '
as they went, trying to take plctures !
of Barcella and Propper. .. .

. Propper, his fame changing to noto-
riety so quickly after his whirlwind
romance with the Chilean press, said
_he has no plans to return there soon.

‘. + » a cocky young

. man, outspoken in i
_his views about . :

_office policy, but’
not any sort of
star . ...
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