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(OLBY DESCRIBES
/GLA. POISON WORK|

He Tells Senate Panel of
Secret $3-Million Project
That Lasted 18 Years

l By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK
| Specin. to The New York Times |

WASHINGTON, Sept. 16 —|
The Central Intelligence Agency
operated an 18-year, 3§3-mil-
lion super-sgcret project to
develop poisons, biochemical
weapons and such devices as
dart guns to administer them,
the agency's dirvector testified
today.

William E. Colby, Director of|
Central Intelligence, told. the
Senate Select Committee on In-
|telligence - that pursuant to a
|Presidential order the project,

code-named “MK. Naomi,"” was
halted in February, 1970.
Mr. Colby showed the com-

on the Army's Colt semi-auto-
matic ' pistol but electrically
fired. He said it could shoot

“almost silent.”

the committee at its request,
wag described in a C.LA. memo
as a “nondiscernible micro-
Ibionoct.l]ator."

The committee made public
|C.1.A." documents showing that
|the agency had a vast array of
‘poisons, including many 'that
would cause deadly diseases,
land systems for destroying
crops.

The documents also showed
'that the C.I.A. had used the
New York City subway sys

United Pras M!mllimll
Frank Church, chairman of Senate Committee on Intelligence, holding a C.LA. poison dart gun with telescopic sight
as the panel invastlgated the agency s use of poisons. At right is Senator John G. Tower of Texas.

mittee a_dart gun pnr.temed,

|2 dart 100 meters and was'

The dart gun, brgught befare
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as a "tnal mudgl" for a study
== the vulnerability of subway
riders to covert attack:

According to Congressional
sources, C.LA. officials haveg
said they f flooded the New York
subways with |a ‘“harmless
simulant” of a. dxxzase-ca:rymg
gas. 5. . .

It was in I:hu secre: project
that two-poisons, one a toxin
made" from " shellfish; the other
a derivative of dobra” venom;
were "stockpiled by the CI.A.
in violation of 'President Nix-
on’s dlrectwe Mr Colby said.

Later in mﬁay’s hearing—
the Senate Committee's first
publie session,— Dr.- Nathan
Gordon said -that, at his direc-
tion, the two peisons were not
destroyed in 1970. He said that
he had recelved no specific or-
der from thé' C.LA. hierarchy
to get rid of the material. =

Dr. Gordon, a chemist who
etired from the C.LA. in 1973,
said that he had been aware
of tha Presidential . directive

ordering the destruction-of big-|

logicaland chemical- weapons,
but felt that the shellfish toxin

was fiof coverd beécause 'the|

order was directed at the Unit-
ed States mm'mry not at the
CLA . -

He said hat he dld not ask
permission to save -the. ma-
terials' - rather--than- - destroy
them, nor' did he dell *his su-~
permrs that’ he "had secreted
the pmsons in"a vifilt at ‘his
Washington hhqratory “HE|
said that he and two members|
of his section planned to reveal
that ‘they had' thé-'poidons if
“higher authority™ at‘the C.LA.]
had asked thm fur suggesmns
for an effectwg ‘poison. "

‘that would cause tuberculosis,

“We would have jhﬂ?i‘med'
the requiree, .the,. person who'
had need, that we could serv-
ice the requummt," Dr. Gor-
dom sald. '+ 4 A oatroy 2

Much of what was told to the
committee abdtit C.LA, "opera-’
tions af the pubhc haamig to-
day had been, ;eported prévious-
ly, based on- mfarmqtian from
sources familiar with-testimony |
given to the committee in.se-
cret sessions,

Mr. Colby said that in May,
1952, ctthe tcri rﬁ‘:e beganla joint

TO) e wi 12l
?ion]s rdivision oﬁhe ox#n‘y

Biological -Laboratory..at. Fort|
Detﬁ%EaMd. During the course
of this; peoject, -his testimony
and dacumenu} gsed,. th
C.LA, stockpiled substances

anthrax,, encephalitis .(sleeping|
sickness), valley fever 0-
nela food pmsmlng small-.

pox.

The laboratbry at Fort Det-
rick also hadurymaler[als that
s, o e
that
as w:'l’l as suplies "of snake
venom “and™ “a=cpoisom -that’
caused intestinal flu, Mr. Colby

id‘- RV |

S HeTsald the ‘C.LA. \ad de-
veloped darts that could shoot
poisgn into a person . without
an autppsy. or hymml “exami-|
nation of the victim' easily ' dis-
covering t.ha.t a dart had been

fi
'ﬂg]\t Serrecy.\bam}lgﬁd

Mr.:Colby said that the proj-
vct had been subject eu a hﬁh
degres -of ' secrecy. -within
¢.LAu Only two .or three offi-
cors at any given time were.
rleared for access to’ Fort De-
teick activities, he. said.

Though some C.I.A.-ongmated
dncuments *“have been found:
in the project files, it.is. clear
only = very limited documenta-
tion -of activities tmk place;”
he added, !
- Mr. Colhy ncknowledged un-
der questioning that.because of.
the paucity of records on the
project he could not rule out
that the poisons had been used
{or @ substantial number of
aggressive operations.. 'He: said
that & technical aide had ‘once
suggested. to hin} that poisan
be used in a C.ILA. operation
but that” he had nejected the

idea

An October‘ 1967. memoh.u '
dum on the Naomi project said
that there were silenf electrical

délivery sysetems,. mechanical|

launchers .and anti-ci "dls
iemination k:ta L

New. York Subvhy Pi'oleet

. The ' memorandum - was a
‘tandard end-of-year: situation
‘eport on- a- project: Among
the mattefs reported on was
this section onfﬂ;g‘ New York
subway pro

“In annclpntiorf gg“h‘t future|

' gmbsmtial ‘research -on how- to

sengers. The study provided
threat model and informa-
‘ on ease of . dissemination!
‘methods of delivery which!
¢ be used offensively.” |
| ordmg to the memoran-
{He -~ ‘purposes  of the

i pwjef!t were_to .“stock-|
~verely incapacitdting and
‘materials for the specific
TSD ['I'echx:rlcai Services
onj*‘and to “maintain-in
tdonal readiness spebiall

and unigque ‘items: for the ~dis-
semination. “of molagical and
chenncal materials."” b &
FME Colby said that part’ of
the operational use might have
been to prepare .- - fast-acting:
silicide  pills for. .-American
agents ‘arid nonlethal-incapaci-
tating” substances:ithat would
prevent a ‘captive’ from taking)
s o L, e i
o in e |
d that e agen?;t' ‘had done

intapacitate” guard dogs.
* Mr. Colby acknowl  that
“these materials” had been pre-|

pared. for. one operation, but
said. “we are aware t.hat that

need for lpfomm‘mé 0

establigh d'capa)

of 1bility. of 3001 W"
tems fo{ &t con-
duct B W

‘”I'hé suitability -of ‘the sys-
tems Was and -
ated covertly, utilizing the New

York pjty subways ‘as the| trial
nodel.

“Results provldacl ‘informa-|

fon on distribution and con-

sntartjon’ of ofpgnisms which
2 obtained, The' data pro-
Jed 4 'means oft in he
sat -of infection 4o’ sul

operation - was not m fact
completed.”.
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