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Rockefeller/CIA Report; :ssassinations; Release B o/8/75

Today'a WxPest story (CI4 Data ¥ay Bo Released), kess than 14 inches of type,
is entirely inadequate for g story of this nature, It includes less than was an
last night's CBs evening TV news, where the medium permits Songiderably less space,

\1 have seen no other papers, heard no other broadcasts, )

Fron this atory alone the resobt to semantics ig obvious, changes have been

made ang not reported ‘in what I've sean, usym) and there isg g major flap inside
the adninistration, here enly partly reported.

The semantics inelude Rockefeller's Friday explanation that bis 11-man investi-
gative staff "did not have time to do a complete job" on assasainations. (Wods Fost's,)

First of all, Rookefeller was not limited to his own stafs, “e d1d use the PRI
at least and extensively, He also had acces: to filas, including the FiI'g,

Howhere is there g distinction between the iscue, the CIA's rele in Loreim as-
assinations, and the one major investigative eommigsion effort, the totally gn-
necessary investigstion of the utterly spurious claims of the assassination nutg
and the more respected self-geckers a8 they relste to the JFK assassingtion,

Hone of this work needed doing, If the cormiseion decided it had to talke note
of these clearly irresponsible claima, all it needed was already done and on file.
The extreme to which it went is illustrated by the quest for Ruby stripoers, They
cannot possibly have any knowledge withdn this comnission’s responaibilities,

The Raport 1ahsndencr1hdasot‘299pagea- Bariier deseriptions are of a
mhlmanraportamthapietmamufammhthiohrm.fhe

indicate a larger volume. Ur, there is a poszibility of other deletions, The

thicineas of the Daper and the dependabdiity of reporters' sources qualify this,
It may not be correct,

One graf refers to “anm-nto-eo;ng- report mthnwoomnonhmun
Director Duvid Belin ang oot rew investigative files as Nessen seid on Friday." Ig
refors to "assassination materials,” not otherwige described,

If the mudmtandhiashrfmtobeadqmtalywomdthanhanm
for them to have access to whatever ig encompasaed by “raw investigative filag, "
There is overy reason for them to have toth the tutandthebuisforit.

There is no eertain basis t?r deciding whether these "assassination materialg"

hile it i not essantial, I also belicve that his stafs rather than Ford got mcared
over this, probably before Ford gaw anything or had it adeguately communicated to hiz,
Horwover, 1 weuln 9xpect ke view to be close to Pelig's, e has unrecoznized problems
othartmfmhishaﬁng bean a mwimwe member of the Warrén “ommigeion,

The amount of detail work required o draft po long a section or roport ought be



i e

much more than Jelin could find and =till run the commission and its staff and
serves the presumed needs of the members.

This entire affair maikes me wonder how active the members have been ia the
commisaion's day-tb-day work and especially in the drafting of the Heport. They
are all in vurying degreea vihsrwisc busy. Sobe, especlally Griswold, 1'd sxpect
to wave red flags over what “slin would write on this. let it appears that he did
write it nonotheless.

If his personal involvement was not clsar to the members prior to the writing
of the feport thoy would have had to have had 1itile to do with him or be dease
and insensitive. .

Unless what I can t conceive mtqbe possivle, Helin igunored what ke would regard
as the possiddlities delivered to iim by the irrationalities only initiated by
Digke Gregory.

There appears to be no reason for Helin to draft the part of the Heport dealing
with foreizn assaspinations. ¥ has no special knowledge of them.

What "raw investigative files" could there be dealing with foreisn assassi-
nations? Bemides testimony uod news reports, Low many nou~CILA sources couid there
be on this? I think reference is to the #BI's and comndassion staff work on the
nutty stuff. If =0, then addsd dangers arc prescated. Sophisticated ember of
Congress and soueof the press would understand this was not really part of any
proper Comuission function and would interpret it as a JelinfPord misuse of the
commission and public funds for persomal and political ressons. I would also ex=
pect the White House staff to spot this, whether or unot liessen was cued in. I
think it probable that he'd have been excluded by a ppecial "need to lmow"
interpretation that wculd be closer to wialb the spooks call detachment. If he did
not know he could neither respond nor volunteer. Ehat mistukes he'd make could be
anticipated to acan less trouble than those he did, which cculd also be expected,
Those he did muke, while embarrassing, are less so than disclosurs of belin's
mrobable irrationality and its political thrust.

There remaing the posaibility that with the Church comcuitiee to continue for
some time there was concern avout sn inadeguate Rockefellsr Report. I donot believe
this concern would oredominate or that it was the decidéng factor in the withholding.

It is easily explained as inevitsble in a rush job the main purpose of which was
to give the President ss fast as understanding as possidie. It is cobered Ly the fact
that in time he would have all that the commlttee and perhaps other developed.

Horeover, thare was imuediato pslitical bensfi%t frow prompt releesoe of the
Heport, no matter how insdequate it =ight be on the CIA in g-neral. It would have
felieved pressurves, given time and relief to the executive sgemcies and the White
House and its inadwguacies could be explained in terms of time pressures and the
expected added results to comc from longer investigations,

The Rockefeller/Commission/Ford record indi-ates this would not be the decisive
consideration. The political and angled leaks were extensive, dishonest and did
succeed in their sropaganda intent. They cannot be nullified. No flaw in the Redort
could have the effect of undolng this political sccomplishewent, Sxceot in this one
area, where the effect would be other than to Airinish that mieues. Lt would bs %o
bring criticism on Ford and his honchos in their political adventures in the gulse
of a comaission inguiry.

Last night Dan 3chorr reported thoat there was an impassioned fight by Jelin
and that he lost. Schorr could not have made this up. (Belin i- more dispensihle
than Ford, Rockefsller, etc.) Une of thé pessible interpretations is that sonease
is proparing for confrontation with the reality as 1 project it, the misuse of -
power and authority with regard to the JFK assassination and the overt anti-Kennndg
campaign with regnrd to foreign piots.

Suggestions, criticism and other renorting solicited.



