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By JOHN L. HESS
. Special to The New York Times -

CAIRO, Aug. 16—It is 110
degrees in the former Assembly
chamber Khartoum., The
overhead fans only stir the
heat. Sleepily, six dark-com-
plexioned cers who consti-
tute the court eye the blond,
bullet-headed defendant sitting
at his table, guarded by two
soldiers with submachine guns.

Such is the setting, as de-
scribed here in Cairo by those
who have witnessed it, for a
trial that has aroused more ex-
citement in anﬂdpatian than|
in performan:

It is the trinl of Rolf Steiner,
the German soldier whe insists
|{that he is more a missionary
than a memena.g but the trial

has also from the start impli-
cated Isrmel, Roman Catholic|
agencies, the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, Uganda .and
Ethiopia in a 15-year-old guer-
rilla war in the southem Sudan.
Observers of the trial feel

Steiner’s fate. The wider implica-
u:g:t:ﬁy the c;fj bl}ou t t.he
s gen a
ganization of African Unity,
Diallo Telli, to the opening ses-|about
sion two weeks ago.

With Nazi ‘Wolf Cubs’

The Sudan straddles the di-
vide in Africa between Islam,
to the north, and black Africa,

A Sudanese Court Hears of a Mercenary s L:fe_

that political conﬂderahona hfdi e o
, cates t nri mjx dmf burr oontemptn
yths

the|there last winter and handed|n® Sudanese G ifgfmg

Steiner but deniés’ that it gave}

« thim a mission. Mr. Steiner says|,

. [that: he was sent to work out

a route for shlpment of “relief

Lsuppluee, a.nd that 'this led him
to- consid

tmining to enable his c.harges
to defend those farms: -

- haMr Steiner ‘does'not mtnl to
ve ‘been very suceqss in

the Sudan. He concédés that

the main force of the rebels

David Robison, and. with British,|
one time or another, rm :

Bosed to have helped the
y way of Ethiopia and Uganda.{
United Press Infernational Questions of the Sentence
Rolf Steiner Prosecution witnesses have
testified that ay saw Mr i

. He, himself, does. not

sion there was sponsored by the t if e had wanted
French, he says he turned uld ha
ndent to avoid being_ mvolved make war, he wo b
ﬁf blown up bridges and cut off
what he called dirty business |
oil concessions. His ex.|the south from the north.
ploits as a commander of Biaf- a‘(s)hmver:asamat Mr. Stein qd |
ran troops are well known. sl nnsmmthe b“ad‘dd

rans s Sl e o{cou, buton & balance o

am,|the southern Sudan, operatin; g ) . e
from Uganda, He was amestes On_the one haﬁdstbey say,

over to the Sudanese in a )
e of sl oo th o s e o
Ugandan regime. ested i ims Selxtions
Contacts With Agents with. the West. On: the other
Mr. Steiner pIeaded to|hand, clemency for Mr. Steiner
having crossed the Suiansse|Woukd move Sorhe natjgalists
bordm- Illega.ll but pleaded not say
mazing war, to re-|er to white mmena.ri than i
mercenaries, collecting k)
weapons, smuggling and spread-

%:.rhslam.hesays.hsleﬂa
0]

E

'-Egi'
i

becomes a littl

supplies to the rebel areas,
})l:t?msignediimrgmthe Foreign|Prom

to join the/people in the south Sudan. He

on, in|went to Rome to the Veronal

t in Indochina,|Fathers a missionary order that

Algeria and at Suez. ‘(was expelled from the Sudan

His story, as told to several|years before and At
journalists; e|deeply upset about the fate of

fug{ﬂe as said that he made|its converts. They passed him{bein

to the southern Sudan|along to Carim International

in 1965 to seek means of get-|jand to aGermgnCha.rluhleor-'
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