may now find that his coattails have
shrunk to the point where some Republi-
cans will not want to try to ride them atall
next year. Forthe moment, he showed no
- lack of zeal for campaigning; at the
weekend, he was again exhorting the
GOP faithful on a Bicentennial swing in
the Western states.

For the Democrats nationally, Dur-
kin's victory was seen as clear vindica-
tion of their present strategy of dogged
opposition to Ford on almost every issue.
It also suggests that while Ford may have
won nearly all the Capitol Hill battles on
energy and the economy, he just may be
losing the war in the process.

Strike: The battles may not be as easily
won from now on, either. On the day
after the election, the Democrats were
already flexing their new muscle. At
issue in the House was a major oil bill
with a sharp price rollback. Last July,
when the Republicans proposed to strike
the rollback, the Democrats, fearing de-
feat, postponed the vote; when they
returned from the August recess, they
expected to win—narrowly. But in the
wake of New Hampshire, they won
heavily, 242-151. Durkin's election,
gloated House Majority Leader Thomas
(Tip) O'Neill, “was worth 30 votes at
least.”” The Administration lost on subse-
quent votes as well, and veteran political
observers suggested that the Democrats
were now really ready for battle.

For the moment, the Republicans
were in obvious disarray as they sur-
veyed their loss in New Hampshire.
“We're all in trouble,” said state Repub~
lican chairman GermryCarmen, and it
seemed hardly likely that many of his
GOP colleagues were about to disagree
with him.

—SANDRA SALMANS with TONY FULLER in New Hampsiire
and HAL BRUNO in Washinglon
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Goldwater with dart gun, former CIA chief Richard Helms on the stand: Did the CIA lie to itself? - 5

Wally MeNames—Newsweek

The CIA’s Show-and-Tell

As an indignant Sen. Frank Church
saw it, the Central Intelligence
Agency has been mired for months in a
series of charges that made the agency
seem at times like “a rogue elephantona
rampage.” Last week, the Idaho Demo-
crat set his Senate Select Committee toa
full airing of the case, starting with an
improbable story of vials of deadly poi-
son squirreled away by a CIA scientistin
direct defiance of a Presidential order. In
the end, the agency seemed more bum-
bling than sinister. But in the Church
hearings and a matching inquiry by the
House, the CIA also emerged as a hive of
unaccountable men who were elusive
with the White House, with the military
they were allegedly serving, with the
public and eventually with themselves.
The Church committee hearings be-
gan with an elaborate show-
and-tell of CIA hard- and
software developed over
the course of an eighteen-
vear, $3 million program
code-named “Project Na-
omi.” As CIA director Wil-
liam Colby told it, Naomi
was actually a cluster of
covert development pro-
grams run jointly by the
Army and the agency;
among other things, the re-
sults included a family of
poisons capable of induc-
ing evervthing from diar-
rhea and memory loss to
paralysis and death. Calby
brought along evidence of
Naomi's technological mar-
vels as' well—including a

The shellfish poison
‘ Newsweek, September 29, 1975

battery-powered dart gun said to be
capable of delivering a poisoned missile
at a range of up to 300 feet. There were
also Yichu‘es of the poison darts, which
dissolve on impact, leaving no trace:
Other items of 007 ware men-
tioned in testimony during the week
included a heat-sensitive engine-bolt for
automobiles that releases poisonous va-
pors into the passenger compartments.
There were also such exotic weapons as
fountain-pen, umbrella and walking-
stick dart guns. One Defense Depart-
ment scientist described a fluorescent
bulb that would emit toxic substances
when turned on—and a button made of
poison that could simply be sewn on an
agent’s shirt and worn into another coun-
try. Finally, there was the “road deposi-
tor.” This was an aerosol can filled with
bacteria to be spraved on
highways or railroad tracks.
The idea was that the toxic
bacteria would be picked
up and spread by the
wheels of passing vehicles.

As part of Project Naomi,
Colby said, the agency had
also devised “methods and

_ systems for carrying out co-
vert attacks against crops’
and had even simulated a
chemical attack on New
York City subways, using a
harmless gas.

The most intriguing Na-
omi product was a batch of
deadly shellfish poison that
turned up only a few
months ago in a CIA store-
room—five years after Pre-
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Senator Baxenr. Did you feel hurt?

Mr. Sexsexer. Well, not really.

Senator Bager. OK, what about n cane, a ing cane

ik, Sexszney. Yes:; an M-1 projectile could ba fired from a cans,
&n umbre

Senstor Bawrr. Aleo an umbrellz. What about & straight pin?

Mr. Szxsewey. Straight pin?

Senntor Baxer. Yes, sir. . .

Mr. Sensexer. We mads & straight pin, out at the Branch. T did
not make it, but I know it wos made and 1t was used by one Mr. Powers
on hia U-2 mission.

Senstor Baxen. As a matter of fact, it was not used by Mr. Powers,

Mr, Sewsewer. He did not use it but he had it. Let us put it that way.

Senator Baxen. And buttons, I noticed in the testimony some refer-
ence to buttons. What kind of buttons are you king of?

Mr. Sevseney, You can make & button from biolagical materinl,
compress it in such & way that you could actually put it on your shirt
or n coat, button it up and you could walk into another country with
& starter for coming up with a biological agent. ;

Senator Bager. Did you ever do anything sbout cigars? Did yon
aver try to impregnate a cigar with a biological agenti

Mr. Sexsexzr. [ did not; no.

Senator Bawer. Do you know of any such?

Mr. Sexszner. Not really.

Senator Bager, That was not done in your department, then, if
it was done at all?

Mr. Sexsexey. Noj that would be too easy. I don't think we would
have fooled with that one.

Senator Bawwn. You don’t think that would have been & good
tachnique? Well, I don’t mean to press unduly, but of the list that
we went into hare, did yau manufacture or deliver any of these for
any of the intelli agencies of the Gu.ernment st any time?

WD.. Senseney. No; they were only shown and most of the intelli-
gence groups knew of what we could do and it sort of edified them to
the point that they could observe and be sble to see these things if
:..N!oa in foreign countries.

nator Baxer, How did yon do that? Did you have a case like &
salesman, you opened it up and showed it to thamf{

Mr. Sewsexner. Just shout.

Senator Baxen. Where did you do that{

Mr. Sexgeney. Mainly it was done in our division, of course.

Senator Baxzr. Did you send out invitations or whatf

Mr. Sexsexey. They usually invited themselves, somehow, T don't
know how all this worked, but they showed up. {

Senstor Baxen. All right.

Mr. Sexsexey. And I might add that many of your own members
here, not on this panel, but many of the Members of Congress nlso
observed these,

Senator Baxzn. Well, you are very generous. None of us saw them;
is that righti
&mw.n«. Sexseser. I am not sure, I wonldn't know, but I know many

Senator Barrn. I don't know either.
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Was the toxin pr m or the chemical-biclogical agent program
necsssery in your ju t, for the utilization of the exotic devices
that you have described to us? Were these poisons from shellfish,
from cobra venom and the like, an adjunct to and a part of these
exatic deviees! Your straight pen, your fountain pen, the starter and
the like, did you use thesa poisons in those devicest

Mr. Sewsexey. No; not sl . I think you have got & misnomer
batween poison—a biological material maun_w. iz mot a poison in my
estimation. Yes; shellfish poison is ‘s poison, shellfish. ..mwa athers are
biologieal agents, such a8 gay, anthrax, tuleremis and that type of
thing. The only thing that
with shellfish poison are the
powders.

Senator Baxen. The last question, and my time has axpired, Mr.
%@ do h.:. know of any records of this program that have

Mr. Sengewey. I conld not tell you whether they have been de-
stroyed or kept intact. T know when the division closed, a lot of stuff
was sent, they told us, to Kansas Clity. i

Senetor Baxxr. If T wanted to find out more abont the conversation
with the CIA and the destruction of records, would Dr. Cowan be
the one to talk tof 5 : :

Mr. Sexsener. Possibly.

The Crapescer. Thenk you: Senator Ba

3 ker.
Senator ﬂsm&iaumuuﬁﬂ_
Carrying on the Toa of qu Eﬁﬁu i ey i L
ing on I questioni i ator t as to the
Eaﬁ ”ME.B mw-r» gﬁ.rﬂmm lm!_.wwm developed, would it be
acou B8y you worked on and experimented with gadgets
for which nobody ever yet has found s unsef B ;e

Mr. Sexsexzr. I think there were some intended uses. For instance,
the Special Forces gave us SDR, Small Development. Requirements,
Enmh-o.ﬂ.n_uh that they had a military: requirement to meet a certain

Senator Huooueeron. Was mostly all of your work then dons on
the basis of thesa special ement requests that came either from
the Special Forces or somaothergourcs! . . . . A

Mr. Sewaenzr, That is true. .

Senator Huopresron, Did these requests come from the CIA direct-
G%&Mﬂrﬂrﬂ : _.u.._gmﬂ ot R o it i

3 sENET. No; they sort of iggyback on most of these.
They sort of rode piggyback on tha baﬂ_.mﬂng_nvnsup and picked
off what they thought was good for them, I guess. -

Senator Huoovestox. mﬂm you did not undertake -L_aﬂ_o ment or
An expsrimental & particnlar weapon until you

uest from the WMML Wni»o&i%p.ﬂm«iﬂﬂuﬁ-

ot g iy gy g g i o
co re a projectile. Tt was r for ; no one eles,

Senator Hunoresrox. You developed nwnw_udE.l:-

wn&_.ﬁmwnuzumﬂnn Thada rbﬂmbb ..HH&—_.»... I .mm.—mn.anmha all of the wanﬁavassw

r Huooiestow. , du course of your wor
there, did you have frequent contast 1.%?. Gordon § o

“mentioned there that could be used
type things. The rest used biologieal

Ay
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got there because we were not fast enough getting it into the logis-
tics system.

Senator Scuwriker. What about the device that you made, or
whose development you supervised§ What was the most utilized de-
vice of the ones with which you worked and supervised t

Mr. Szxseney. By whom 1

Senator Scnwerker. The only thing that T know that was really

used was the dog projectile. The other things were in the stockpiles,
I'don’t think anyone ever requested them.

Senator Scrwerken. How do you know for certain it was for dogs?

Mr. Sexseney. Well, that is what they asked us to test them against.
They wanted to see whether they could put & dog to sleep, and whether
_.:_.:pq.*wsa later the dog would come back and be on its own and look
normal.

Benator Scoweiser. Of course, 1s T reeall, that is what they did
with Gary Powers’ drill with sheilfish toxin. They tested it on a do
to see if it would work. So I do not know that that at all woul
conclude that it was enly provided for dogs.

_ Of the devices that came through you, which of these were utilized
in any capacity other than for testin «d

Mr. Seneewey. That was the Em.q one that I know of —the dog
projectile. T eall it & dog projectile. We were develdping it becanse
the scanario read that they wanted to be able to make entrance into
&n area which was patrolled by dogs, leave, the dog come back, and
then no one would ever know they were in the area. So that was the
reason for the dog projectile.

Senator Scuweiker. And how many of these were made t

Mr. Sexseney. Well 1 wonld say there were probsbly as many as
0 at least, They took——

Senator Scrwerrss. Abent 501

Mr. Sexseney. Yes,

Senntor Sciweikes. And didn't you get any reports back from the
field on their effectiveness?

Mr. SewsexEY. No. That is one thing yon never pet: vou never get
the feedback. You did not know .L_pm_wn od.

nator Sorwercms, I'm pu y that. You are the research and
development person; you design the weapon—and I havent seen a
part of the military yet that did not have soms feedback on whether
it was effective in hitting the target or missing it. How do you know
if yon ure doing things right or wrong?
X fr. Sevtrwny. We must have been’ doing right. They kept asking
or it.
*_ Senator Scnwrrxer, Then somebody was using them, T gather, Ts
that correct ?

Mr. Srxsewer. I would assume so. The missile was gone when they
returned the hardware. sir,

Senator Scnwerkenr. But you rannot give us any specific evidence
or proof that they were used solely for dogs, from your knowledge, or
from your feedback ?

Mr. Sewsewey. No. Not at all.

Senator Sorwerken. You said a moment ago that ___.es also dis-
tributed the cans to Mr. Boston at the end of this shellfish ﬁgwmnr

Mr. Sexseney. No eans did 1 distribute to him. T only gave him the
display models of the prototype items.
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Senator Scawemmen. Noj I'm referring to the shellfish toxins.
Mr. Sensexey. I did not give him any shellfish toxins.
Senstor Scaweixen, What did you give Mr. Boston1
Mr. Sengener. All I gave E_E were display models.
what
Wnn—-.uwm._uou”.q mgtrn“nn.‘zup uﬂﬂ_:mn—. toxin? Aro you sware that along
i t. the shellfish toxin? 7 o
3@-_..4. W-...W.M—de ﬂﬁ.F 1 thoujght it should be. They had to pick it up
sometime. pr 8 HnTget 7Tl ¥ i
i Tn addition to giving it to them, did you give
it m._”un_“n ﬁ%&!« other #ﬂsan__um of Government or the
i other of the Army? =
uﬂvqw“qbwwﬂ”%: 1 did not give it to inybedy; so I really do not r:m
what the disposition n:wm!ugouhu was. I was not in the agent area;
1-%0@%% Mmﬁ id you: have 'a-respontibility for cleaning
out the inventory { ENE e S i
4 . Onl %Eﬂ-?!?igﬁaﬁnl k
Waﬂuﬂnﬁﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂ.w And-whers did all of the inventory gof . .
zr. I don’t know, e AN ;
e o v ersra Wherd Wi (56 et by of hardware go!'”
Mr. Sewsexre. All hardwate waiidestroyed period. * - o 00
The only thing that was distributed o the weré, prototypes:: pee
and T would not even cail them pre Ewutmlg_hmwﬂ o
cutaway models. H&:wdﬂd%&dmm = H__-.Aemn. Lty
»w._.%mm...ubow Scerwerkee. E‘w all the :ﬂa&auu 1 hiave, E—,...ﬁ—_amﬂ.....!...
L T 2 R e RS AT
ink i that the dodtmient fromi which
vou read was a document in ‘E.E&Eaﬁmﬂwmg&.mgdﬁo
for the research work for witich the | b iient iy

4

8w

The Caamuan. Right: 1 ] L i 18 N
| particular delivery systems -we havi'been discus =n tm”- ok
When funds permit, ndnpiation And testing will be condtieted of A new, high
effecti eseminatii _which has ‘@emdnktriited th be capable of
itroducing materials ight Sothing, ntramuséilarty snd Weatly, with-
out pain. 5 Saiet it i
ink it is clear that the CIA was intarested in the developrient
nmmhonmomw”“_ ﬁ E:u»-. cotld reach wu&ﬁ.sﬂﬂ! gince not many
dogs wear n-aﬂwuﬂa And you would sgree with that, wouldn't youl
cwm_.. Sexseney, Yes. : -

Mr. mnrﬂ.”” ﬂmz_ has ane final question and then we will move 3,
itness this morning. ! b =i :
Gwmm_.:-maﬂﬂ_ b “EB&TB@ pgﬂu # line of the chairman’s and_Senator
" Schwi jong, 1 mesume rée that spending money in
r that they cannot m detected in
ve m thdogs. _ )
Mr. Sexsener, Noj; that would not have anything to do with dogs.
Mr. Scuwarz. All right.




