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CMEMPHIS (1'PD.. Crimi.
nal Court Jude William
Williams denied vesterday o
petition by CLS News to ex.
amine hathistics evidenee
uscd Lo conviet James
Ray for the 1958 murder of
Dr. Martin Lather Ricg Jr.
"I have no dispute with
CBS News or other news
media coneerning the ripht
toinspeet evidence in finally
“determining: judicial proce
dure, but this is not the
time,” the judge said.
THE NETWORK had
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asked for the vieht 10 ¢ cien
blic2lly analvae™ the rifle
anthortties <aid fire:d the
bullet that wtruck the eivi)
riehts leader and Nobel
prave prize winner in the
neck as King stood on the
halceny of 0 Memphis matel
on April 4, 1968,

The petition also asked for
the vight (o inspect a win-
dowsill r(‘mu\'«-(lJ from a fo.
phouse bathroom where the
state contends Ray braced
the rifle as he fired the fatal

shot.
r\

Ray was linked (o the
crime by finoerprints formd
on the rifie it anlside the
rooming hen v ool way
rested two v s ufter the
shooting: in Lond.,

ON MARCH 10, 1969, Ray
learded smil'y to.a charge of
irst-degree murder in ex.
change for a Yoear prison
setence, However, he im-
mediately repudiated the
confession and has sinee
been attempting to vain a
new frial on the basis that he
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Wi enereed info the plea.

Williams ~aid he denied
Hhe network romest heeause
o s veques i b ennvie
Banto be et e peoding
betore the US 6 Cirennt
Court of Appeals in Cincin.
nati,

1S, Dist. Conrt Indge
Rabert M. MeRae Jr. roled
carlier this year that the
convicted assiassing ik enti.
ted 10 no new hearing,

JEWITTE MILLER, an ax
sistant Shelby County aftor.
aey general, joined Ray's
Iawyers an arpning agaimnst
the network request.

“The very inspection
asked for by the nterloper in
this case (CBS) has been
conducted by experts in the |
field,” Miller said. e called

the petition “a blatan disre-
‘ﬁnrd"for the rizhts of Mr,
ay.

-Williams said another reg.
son for denvine, the petition
was that the netwark intend.
ed to hecome an adversary
m the case by tsing the
matterial from the tests in s

. “There are no third par-
ties in a pleading in criminal
actions in the United
" the judge said.

L T

R
b

g

51

Ir

.

ST,

TN L deac

T
o

3

e

s

]

By
o
-
[ Erngs Sy

i :



