Sunde

L e

FTRTITERYT v

v Ity 24,1977 . The Washington Star G-

P

..,s. v
1regret that vs.. r.%%w.mwwa; B
: egret tha the mes;
i AThe m;,. Secret Army;} John artd %wi
- 1t Kennedy were, riof thi.A"viilnifid s of
! this CBS Reports ahd the CIA:was not/ as.
“ybis Incorrectly ;charge; éxcylpated. The!
‘dociimentary; -as Haynes Johnson of ‘th .N
iau.._a ton Post shid inya part of his ré
ﬁ.aﬁu .Sw._n_.,.,. you failed to quote, raited
Yquéstions:about the inajor lasues of e:%
?:Q.:, war and peacé, assissinations and’
finti-communism, secrécy: vs. democratidi
i traditions;:and abuses of ‘Dowery! M¥
Johnson-had.- sdme&titicisme} of s th
broadcast, which you took ouit of context]

out
blat he eoncluded that *'by tnmidsking .Euu

secret and ugly side.of ouf government’s
dctions, and, makifig, ud now face; thesel
fonsequerices,” the ‘progiam performy a’

flotable public sérvice.”:
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I ut-which you seized upoh from &
i e it
* shared by-people: liké:you' and'me:
i which infused an entire'era of Aniérica
: - history with.a passion that led men at the,
! highest levels: of Rovernment: to do:the:
* fworst of things.for what théy. thought' to?
«  BE:the best of reasons, from the:secret.
. War against Cuba to Vietriam and Wt
: .NI»Q;. o R i o Wil

sigle

o
Iy EUTANE SECRET wer agtios’

i FCuba iiito perspective, we traced that;
kmindset from 1954 forward, Yodr ..rc&.

.,.ws .»v%. w*_.mnnnsum : Sauw_» me; at- ...?.x _wm

rien ,.to.point out how, even a ::fair:

: ship,. to.point oul ﬂm.mvﬂvgnﬂm

,minded! historian, as.you déscH )
self, fuccumbed to it. Thesé are your.owil}
i iwdrds, from @ once classified memorans’
. idum’yod wroté to.Presidént Kefinédy':)
{Aprll, 1961, offeririg-Four advice:t6.the
‘President just. nzwnﬂﬁo:rnn, n_.,:,_o_._so‘m“
‘the Bay of Pigs invasioni*then the largest!
i CIA operation in history! -} o -
i I Castro (wins the engagémeiit) a.:.._«
fHes a group of Captured Cubanis to New w
York to-testify that they Werd orgahized?
and trathed by CIA; we, will have to be:
;  preparcd to show that the alleged CIA’
i personnel were ‘érrant-ldea ists--oti
* soldiers-of-fortune ‘working'or_thein
own." - .. L e e
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7 Under the heading PROTECTION O _M.
THE 'PRESIDENT you gave this addi.}
Honal advice:-. S AVRETVARN
+ *‘The character and répute oﬁ.m_.mnﬁ
ann..nxa::n.a . constitutes, one :of gur,
grentest natlona), rsourged, - Nothing}

copardize this Invalusd

: ghould be done to
Able.assét. When fies: must:be:told; they)

ahould be tdld by:dubordinaté officlals: At :
‘o o;wn._aﬁ..: & Bresident be dsked M
Jaiid himself, to.the cover époration,;F ot

[hls reason, .there-seems to me merit in

.gecrétary Rusk's suggestioni;that some-
hedther than the. Présidént make the

~Inal decision and .d '80 In his absence —

“Sotnetne s___.m% héad. edh later, bé plgcdd
101l the block if things go terribly.wrong.”” '
i President Kennedy ignored your coun-,
-3¢l anid publicly;accepted. responsibility
.[ot the Bay, of Pigs. But yoiir metho, writ:
‘ten in those véry differont times, Yeveéals
fhe. attitudes, and @pproach. that; finally
id prevail in thé;secret.War against:
uba. which oliz, doctimenta
pott. You now admiit that:the
w_ﬁ,.n.&ﬁﬁ:ﬁu%. of Pigd.w !
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éntly worth exposure;'hbut.in:the
‘pages of your nnoo:m.awn%mﬂ,*m@:m%

ears. on€ searches in vain for anything.
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gbout It T.can understiind that you would
prefer to p er, the part of the.secret
wak which occiirred: during the: thdusanc
@.n,._‘mm o pretend it hever happened.a-.
gven as sorile of.ud-Who cime later, wish
e coiild fiow will away the, Vietaan. wat
nd only'as yearners for

be rémembefed
3 grgat society, This 1 vndérstand. But
jou’ tani hatdlygbe, s urpriged -that.in:

g n w.uwm cast, or judging your'
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5 E:.,?ewmwa former press seciethiry
Dresidént ‘Johrison, replies here to Arthur

«wEn%_%nMw.M nnmEn..ma (Calendar, July 10) of-
8 'The CJA's ecret Army,'.a CBS Report
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'CONSIDER, < FOR~EXAMDLI, :
eory of thé eitéumiocutidiis; apbroach
!t bricfing ,Presideiitda Yoy, n_:.mﬁﬁ us
dor: acceptjhg the word ol Rikhard.Bis-
1sell,:the chief. of :covert. operations, who

0ld us -that -'a good: intelligence officer
onducts his tonversations with the Chief
+0f 'State in duch & way .that.the Chief of
‘State can néver be provéd to have explic-
Atly authorized certain kinds of actiotis.”
:But Mr;Bissell Is the dnly surviving CIA-

‘bolicy ‘maker With fizsi-hand knowlédge.

of ‘the dgeiicy's Mufla plot against:Cas:
tro, and, furthermore; he 4§ a.man’of no

»méageF credibility.” You thought s, too,
(Arthut,"Wheén:yoii wrote your gccount of
ithé Kénnedy yedrs, calling My, Bissell “‘a
;man ‘of high charactér and Fémarkable
‘Intellectual gifts,” possessed, You said, of
.d+yswift:and penetrating mind”! and “an
Minsurpassed talent for lucld ahdlysis and
i[ldent exposition.” T do not firldiit-easy to-

dismissislith :fharn today ‘évén though

%__. m.__ L'idy.find his amzaﬁw discom-
; n .,... P w 3.,,.,.“..
£SThati Mmmmww:m ekample mw how Vour

ép, persotial ‘Attachmeént 'to thie official

A ?_.op_x%n&ﬂ those:yéars!distorted:
19™*Thé -CIA’8'Secret

buttal is full :6ft60 many

éspond adequately-in this.

Spuce.: al here with twg or three
of your miajor-errors and w

Fil-you desir

fiest fiaesoally i
the nany others s t

B TE ,%mzzmvt__<m>zm.m nstilite
‘only & pArt of a,broadcdst which covered
an 18-yédr period during whith either
CIA or ClA‘tiained Cuban agents, or
both, waged covert warfare against Cuba
‘froth bascs in the United Statés; Mych of
our-report whs based on origindl re:
scarch, but for the treatment of that sec-
‘tion you protest —'the Kennedy years —
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we relled primarily bn'the tenfihy iépoit
by the Sendte Intelligence Committées
While yout swn wcox._a silent ou the mat-
ArbraheiSenate toimiitice ‘Wevedls tht
Praldént Kennédy not. only authdrizéd
o_wa;:o: Mongoose, the CIA'S post-Bay
of Pigs war on Cuba, but that he ap-
pointed his. brother, the  Attorney
General, to supervise * . The overthrow
of Fidel Castro, In Robcrt Kennedy’s own
.words, had “'thé tap priority in the United
States Government,'hiy; v 3 o h
;. We.did, pot, hoawever, portray.the’
Kennedys as (In your words) “Instigators
of assassination.” On the contrary, we
stated that, *“The CIA began to plot Cas-:
tro’s assassination during the Eisen-
hower administration,” when the agency
‘tuitdertook its most highly criticized-
bperation :— the Mafla contract to assas-
sinate Castro.”’ CIA attempts to kill Cas-
tro.did; continue throtigh the Kennedy
(e T J e vl
ivears, and you're unhappy with us be-
ICause yoii think .that we should have
rstated “that,not a scintilla of hard evi-
dence has ever emerged to show that:
:Kennedy, or Eisenhower for
authorized ¢ r

isenl ‘that matter,’
éveii. knew about.the .CIA:
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‘plain why it is so.difficult to discéver:
what any President knew about the CIA’s:
assassination plotting. As Richard Bissell:
1{and others, wlid testified to the. Senate
committee) déscribed it, the agency's
method of briefing Presidents waside-.
ysigned -to. allow_the. White -Houde::tg,
“plausibly deny’’. knowledgé. of these
'matters. It was a system ‘designed,: a8 in-
‘deed was your own advice to the Presi-
“._n‘.,_?_no_. non-accountability. As thé Sen-,
Tmn .Committee, report, says: (page.314):
i1, The prevailing practice on all sensitive
.matters was to brief the, President, with-
Jout bbtaining. his: express. approval,:
Maxwell Taylor. testified that the Presi.:
.dent would simply listen to what the per-
son briefing hith had to say without.re-
sponding affirmativelyiso that.'the.
record did not say that the President per-
sonaily approved (the project).’ »




You would have.us believe that the,
White House was ‘completely kept in the
Hing..But e Seanfewepow vevenlathat
the President’s Special Assistant for Na-
tlonal Secyrity’ Affairs was briefed about
the creation of Executive Action, the
ClA’s permanent assassination capabil-
ity, in.early 1961. The agency was told’
neither to stop nor continue its assassina:-
tion w_n._a:@ and the importance of that
ambigyity was the point we stressed. We
Aid not; by innuendo, try to'tag any Presi-
dent with accountability for.the assassi-
,.:.:J: plots per se’ Rather, we showed —
conclusively, I think = that the subject
was handled in such a way as to leave the

JA with the.impression that agsassina-
tion: a permissible tactic to-employ,
‘The secret war against Cuba which was
commissioned after the Bay of Pigs fur-
ther added to the climate in which, with:
out explicit apprgval, the CIA felt it.was
‘permissible to cofitinue its v_oa:w. in
order to carry out the President’s direc:
tive to remove Castro from power. Yoy
say that the CIA was a rogue ‘elephant
.out of control. I question this. I know that
in addition to many fine officers, the CIA"
contains zealots who believe that extre-
.mism in the pursuit of anti-commuhnism is
no vice. “The CIA's Secret Army"! ex-
posed many of those zealots, in a thor-
ough and uncompromising investigation.
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! WE DID NOT, HOWEVER,; stop there;
and this {3 what offended your protectio-
nist view .of history. We went on t6 say
‘that the CIA drew its sustenance from the
tlarger soclety around it, all the way back
to that secret report in 1954 of *‘wise
‘men,’! led by Herbert Hoover, whose
'recommendations for the future use of
ithe CIA urged that “long-standing Ameri-
can concepts of ‘fair’play’ be reconsid-
“ered” and that Americans *‘learn to sub-

:vert, sabotage and destroy our-enemfes -

by more clever, more sophisticated and
more effective methods than those used
‘against us.” I believe that on the whole
the CIA, from the,assassination plots to
Operation Phoentx, thought it was acting
within the mores of that prevailing con-
sensus in'the high councils of govern-
ment. %"; Conant e

" ;n:&a_ understand the emotions you
brought to'the experience of watching
A'The CIA’s Secret Army;"" I'experienced
some, of them. while working on the fg-

durk about the CIA's assassination plot-:

: to forget wha
" nation;unique 5,..m_~n_ ewn_._u. Jt'was one

.port, I was not as close to either Kennedy
you, although ] admired them ¢ach im-
_a%f.:__ﬁ_ to-cherish my
{-them! wwﬁ_sa._gsoﬁ.:
j heir time but ds
arpingfrom their ex-
rowing and cha
:saw- Robert: Ke
he.Caravellein.
bait: how bath. of us had
rceptiong of Vietnam.
Washington,"! | said,
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:g00d men when

Jnqre exaf {, how ‘vulnerable s this

led demgcracy,”even. to
) yhen:secrécy cloaks their pas-
siops and policies. There is.nq pleasyre,
as.a" journglist, in-following:a story. that
brings: one. intg conflict with‘old friends
or with. hig own-past, but there js ng
shame in admitting that:the stories yoy
and I lived ‘were almost always morg
than we knew;or wanted .to'be known;
that the main characters:who. touched
our.lives were more human.than. we
thought. One sowm_%%w not, tq.moralize
-or' condemn: butto: considey..the anwg

A ability-and responsibild
ity @ SK i} at went wrong}'“To
Jearn these, lessons, as Macaulay said, I
‘shall cheerfully beéar the reproach of have
ing nom.omsnﬁ_ below. fhe; dignity of

wep i Waimly,
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