By Ddn Mo
> Washington Post Staff Writer .
.~ 1t was a_ crackling summer skirmis
beétween two old survivors of . the
$1960s, - fighting abaut " éite. of " recent
American history’s ambiguities — th
role,of the. Kennedys in_a- protracted

forfner - presidential adviser: and au.
hor-of a 1,031-page book on President
ennedy’s’. years, pitted- against Bill
Moyers, ' the youthful Spokesman ‘in
President Johnson’s White Housge, .
The controversy centered on a two-,
hour television documentary produced -
by: Moyers and broadcast June. 10 in
CBS, It showed that Presidesit . Ken
yedy‘authorized a.covert ivar against
Cuba‘after. the 1961 Bay of Pigs inva-'
sioniand appointed -his 'b ther, Rob-:

ert F. Kennedy. to supervise;it. - . ;
The program, which traced thelong .
story of clandestine CIA activity in-

praised by.eritics.

~ But 'on July 5, Schlesinger wrote a
- blistering critique of it in a long, open
. lettér. to Moyers in The Wall Street
Journal;:Schlesinger charged that
Moyers® history’ was “slipshod and po-
emical”-and asserted 'that the- pro-
ram-was {‘shabby and tendentious.”
“Regarding  the assassination plots
= that were part of the overall CIA op-
eration:. - against - Castro,”: historian
Schlesinger sdid that “not:a" scintilla
of hard eviderce has ever ‘emeiged to
show that Kermedy or Eisenhower for -
. atfer authorized. or even knew -

i ARTHUR SCHLESINGER JR. .
w calls Moyers’ documentary “shab!

" a special. presidential adviser. .
* " Under ‘the ‘heading, “Protection ‘of -

. should-be done to jeopardize this in-
- told, they should be told by .subordi-
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Schlesinger’s advice was'contained ™
“in.a letter to Kennedy in April, 1061,
 after.the President had authorized the
wmfiwmou.,\ At the time, Schlesinger- was

{ v

‘In his July 5 oben letter in The
.Wall Street Journal, Schlesinger said
WW&N the secret activities against Cas-
o aftet the Bay of Pigs were a “blot .
n. the quaanw,unsgﬁwcou.: Moy-.
rs noted in his “Desr- Arthur” re.
ponse>that there was nothing about .
he covert activities in Schlesinger’s -
‘book on the -Kennedy Years, .“A Thou-
sand Days.” ST
. Schlesinger has recently completed
a biography of Robert F. Kennedy,
who was John. Kennedy's Attorney .

x»:,.o_.uuum_uaubr:.MnEouEm.nnn»ﬁga
“ladvice, Moyers wrote: L

“The character and repute, of Presi-
dent Kennedy. constitutes one of ‘our -
greatest inational . resources. Nothing)

;. valuable"asset. When ‘les must  be
"~ nate officials."At no-point should the

President be asked to lend himself to
the cover operation. For this reason,
there seems to merit in Secretary [of
State Dean] Rusk’s suggestion .that- ] .
someone other than - the President General.:

" make the final decision and do so in . At the heart of the controversy is

. his absence—someone whose head.can * the ambiguity of Robert Kennedy's
ater be placed on the block if things . role in n:..aa.ssm. the CIA’s secret op-

- go terribly wrong.” T IR n..maobmras..._nr included assassination

: ‘According ‘to George Crile, who, Plots commando raids on Cuba- and ,

with ‘Moyers, produced the docurnen-

" other 'activities, - .- .
. A ¥ Schlesinger asserts: that for most of
ary, ‘The. CIA’s Secret Army,” the ° .

.'the period the CIA.ws a 4

rogue ele-
A : - . . Lo S ; .._f. » i F E S
wommﬂn uspect Arrested At W,orna Ceremony., ~ . .
2 BOSTON, July 20 (UP)—Donald & Officer John - Shea said that while
Jamilton ‘never should have attended ' he was lining/up patrol cars for: the ,
earing-in..ceremonies for Boston’s “geremony, he;. spotted: Hamilton, 24,
W police commissfoner; - Walkirig: about 30 - yards from the -
amilton; one of Boston's 10 most: - bandstanid; Police ‘said warrants pend-
nted:suspects, was arrested near . ing against Hamilton included assault _
Parkman “-bandstand on ‘Boston “to:commit murder, armed assault in &
Common on Tuesday shortly. before . dwelling with. an unlawful- firearm,
- Joseph Jordan was sworl in as police * Jrmed robbery, and' assault and bat-
e e dos ery with a deadly ‘wedpon, - 5
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“s;7ernment, and that'presidential adviser:

Anti-Castro Plots

’ phant" which operated beyond the , doubts about some of the’ tact1cs of hlé v

: -_Jcontrol of the presidency. ! *-]ate brother’s, admimstration

L & hidve myself wonldered, if we dxd’i .
‘not'pay a very-great price for bemg: o
more energetlc than wise ‘about a lo ‘-;, J

: "~ fespecially’ Cuba,” - Moyersy-
Kennedy as saying P

... The Moyers-program showed, how
,ever, ‘that talk of assassinations wa
common at various levels of the gov-

McGeorge Bundy was briefed by ‘the
CIA’s  Richard . Bissell abou
“executwe action” — the agency s as-
sassination capability. : )

Moyers explamed to Schlesinger in:

_knqwledge ofgpeeiﬂ :
Moyers, disagreeing with Schlesing- :
_er’s “rogue elephant” theory of CIA
-.operations, said it seemed-to him that
the agency was operating “within the -
mores of that prevailing consensus in
the high councils of government.”
Although Moyers worked for the-’
Johnson administration, he was also
friendly: with -~ the Kennedys—so ~
friendly, in fact, that. Johnson once
suggested -that he was a member of -
the pro-Kennedy cabal in his .admin-
istration. “Lyndon,” a book by Haynes '
.Johnson and Riehard Harwood of The -
Washington Post, describes . Moyers
“dancmg the Watusx” at parties at the -
- ‘Virginia home of the late Robert F
Kennedy. e
Moyers wrote yesterday that Schle-,
singer's “deep personal attachment to-
the official- view -of reality 'in those
.years” distorted. his response to the
. television documentary
"' Mayers said his 'last conversatxon
‘with -Robert Kennedy, at New. York’
Caravelle  Hotel, suggested that Ken- -
" nedy. himself .was having serious

U BILL MOYERS. %
cites Schlesmger “cover” advice ;




