Mre. George Herman 1/12/82
CBS Hews

2020 K Sta, W

Washington, DeCe 20036

Dear George,

In the Post's Style section story on Yijxe Waklace yesterday there was mention
of a Whildps &8 his produoer. I think he was here years ago when he was working
on an assassination stéry. If he is the one I'd like to get in touch with him, Here's
whye

I'd just started to work on a story I intended to try to sell to a magazine
when I was dnterrupted by the need to prepare an affidavit in one of the many
FOI4 cases. 1've not completed it yet. Despite the general attitude toward such
stories, this one is fairly simple and quite provocative. If 60 Minutes got interested
it would do ever so much more good than eny magasine plece.

By way of background, in my first book I have a chapter titled "The Oswalds'
Yovernment Relations." There is much, most not known to most media poople, that does
raise substantial questions about the ponsibility of Lee's having had spsoisl
connectionss The Warren Connission went into a tizzy when it was reported that he
had been an FSi informer. I d on't lmow if he was or wasn't.

Vhen 1 was pushing my second book, on an Oskland, Calif. talk show afer midnight
12/15/68, & caller who was uneasy on the air told me that the Oswald I described ®as
not at all like tie Uswald he's been friends with in the Marines. Because he was
uneasy and wnwilling to ldentify himself I asked him to hold the phone for about 15
minutes, until the show mmit ended, when we could soeak privately. #e than told ms
much that I had not found in any Coammission records but, surprisingly, I was able to
confime on ny own, jarticularly in New Orloanse

What interested me most was his statement that Osweld had both Top Secret and
Crypte clearances, that he had Top Sceret Because his work required Qrypto. 4t that
¥ime 1'd never heard of crypto clearance.

When I got home I combed a1} the information availuble. I found two kinds of
confirmation in Warren Commigsion testimony, the more important being that of the
comnigsioned officcr under whow Oswald opcrated special and them quite secret radar.
The Cormission ignored it but he testified that to hold that job Oswald required st
ieagt a secrel clearance.

The Marine Corp providsd % Commission with no sauch record. Eeentually 1t provided
a record shoving Oswald did have a uon&.dential clearance, in itself surprsiing for

a garine who got Communist literature openly in the meil and %o the knowledge of his
superiors.




4s best I could I'Ve been pursuing this for years vnder FOIA. I now have proof
that Yswald did have this crypto clearance, a Marine Corp record pertaining to an
entirely different matter, also ignored by the Commisston once it started looking
into ite ¥nis is to say that the record I've obtained is one I did not find in the
Comnission's records but it should be there because K& it made the same inquiry of
the NHavy.

So, the accused Yresidential assessin had a Crypto and Top Secret status and
no investigating body reported it, particulsrly not the Presidential Commission
appoimted to investigate the oxime and Oswalde

When Ogwald defected, if that is what he did, and the Chief of Staff of the
Navy provided what one supposes is all pertinent ir€ormstion to the Moscow
Embassy, the cable says explicitly that the records fefleot no security clearance
but it is posaible he hed Confidential.

The day of the assassination the FBI started checking the Havy records en
Oswald. I have their report now. It seys no sscurity clearance. ‘

B¢range when without any doubt at all he was Crypto/Tor Secrot end had bsen
invelved in g numbor of spocky operations, including against Suksrno.

If you Imow Phillips, who nay remerber me, and he mixht be interestsd, I con
provide nany more dobaile and an adeguate number of offiedial records not ol
indieated above, | '

I'n howe mpat of the time but most mornings I drive to a nearby mall for a
couple of hours of walking where the cold that is a no-no is not & problem. I can
walk ¢ few minutes, ait, :a'ncl then walk againe The only other times I'm not hopme is
when 4 have locel errands .to do, medicel uppointmonts, otes For the next couple of
weeks iy wife will be homs except when she goes to the doctor becsuse she is vecovere
ing frem a sprained ankle. 8o I'll sot any nescege.

Fhanks and best wishes,

Sincerclys

301/475=6186 ' Herold Welsberg




