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Hr. George Herman 11 /9/86
CBS llews

2020 M St., MW

Washingon, D.C. 200%6

Dear George,

I simpd' MUST drop everything else and .rite to thank and praise you for a truly
remarkably fine, fair and honest, one of the finest if not the finest TV reporting I
can remember, purticularly because the subject is so controversial, your today's
piece on the Abrahan Lincoln Brigade. In every way, superb, a credit to you and to
Kuralt for airing and leading off with ite

I wish I'd ’_k\now so I could have loaned, if you'd have liked them, some of their
songs, sung by tgt,\-;-m, recorded in liadrid and sold here to raiue money. Somewhere I
have the albua of t..at brigade's songs. :

and how, to those who think, you will have told the world that the time must
come when it must learn from its mistakes.

I think I've a few years on you and my recollections of those events are clear.
I used to listen to neus from Madrid on shortwave BiaR and once I heard Paul Robeson
broadcast from there.

iy this country there was a decent amount of support from noncommunists, too.
I knew a liberal lawyer in Kentucky who recruited voluntecrs and by the most remarkable
of conincidences, my wife and I wefe driving with him fm Pittsburgh to Chicago,
where he had an hour of Sunday vork, the weckend Hitler imt attacked Foland. His car
had no radio, portables then were larger than hifis today, and i held oub portable
out the window as we drtve to keep up with the news. There also was a medical com-
mittee, to provide medicines and funds for medicines, to the government. Ve used %o
tax our poker games 5% for medical supplies, a few of us, not a communist among us.
Hostly young lavyers, iun fact, at least one now a vealthy industrialiste

4n oddity that may amuse you as well as intorm, because I pelieve you must have
had strong feelings to cruate so fine a thinge. When I wa$ in 0SS, still a soldier or
just after getting a medical discharge, I got anl wAumE unusual reguest: take in one
of our youngest, who had no family and was just returned from a rough job. I picked him
up at the Congressional (“ountry Club, which 0SS had tuken over ( and something else
connected with it later gave me a big rep), expecthing hinu to be .ith us for a week or
two. His family fled Horthy ‘ungary, to Spain, he alone survived, and he supposedly
was the youngest officer in the Spanish government army. (We had already taken in
teo sisters~in-law, so we were a bit crowded.) Stanley slept on the sofa for six months,

I remembe: one vet who typifies the stupidities of the military @ political
things and its failure to use people as they could and should be used, For a while,
just berfore 0SS and just after I returned from &frica, I was assigned to an HP
outfit that guarded the New York docks. I’vae forgotten that fellows name but I can
still sec his face. We werc together until I was reassigned to another outfit. The
most useful thing he'd been able to do after he got back was, because he was a bright
guy with an excellent physique, to be an anonymous sperm donaor. The doctor who used
him knew hinm and his record. Inapine an experience/ combat veteran used as a guard!

Your nurse was correct. We were called 'premature antifascists,“ and it was held
against us in many ways, especially in the government after FDR died. Carl Bernstein''s
parents by the way, also were and also suffered. His father, when last 1 saw hin,
many years ago, operated an eurly laundramat.

The catholic church had a Wast and powersul pro—l'-‘rdéco operatidn extending

even into the govermnment, high up, too. In about 1938 the Department of Justice
borroved me from the Senate, where I'd been an investigator and then was editor of the



—

subcommittee on free specch and rights of labor, better known as the civil-liberties
comittee. Brien (right)tickiahon, who then headed the DJ's criminal division, was in
charge of the then fauous Harlan ( oubty, K¥.) conspiracy case. although I'n not a
lawyer I was to be their expert on ducgs tecun subpoenaes, so my room was always next
to the room we used as an office down therc and once Brien's incouing, after opening,
was mixed in with mine. There was a letter to him from a guy named P)u.rphy, asigtant-

or undersecretary of State, and it was a message having to do with what a cardinal,

I may be urong but I think Spellman, wanted in pro~franco ways. (Brien, later a
Senator, fathered the atomic energy act.)ihis was, of course, in FDR's day. But then

he once said he had to appoint an ambassador frouw the American peoplc to the State Dept.

If ou were too yowy:, shortwave radio was great in those days, before CBS used
it to air MNurrow and his wundervkinder like Shirer. I used to get many of the Eurpoean
capitals and rarely the bounce off the Xennelly-leaviside layer of an underground
broadcast. Once + hear Géering ridiculed as a macaroni "regser." So, when I could,

I listened to what I think called itself Radio #adrid. No, naybe Radio Espana.

Perhaps emotion figures in my judgement but I really think that what you just
aired is the Tinest pgece of TV reporting I've seen. It could not have been more
honest. So, prepare to rush to the tall timbers as the criticisms pour in!

Srun‘ﬂe don't have a VCR but if it is not too much troubde, I'd very much appreciate

a te-eé cassette of the sound, for our younger friends to hear and some of the students
who cone here worlkdng on thesis. qaast two fn doctorates in communications, by the
way.) "he young people have no easy way of knowing the truth of that period.

Tou aisg)* nade me think, and I've concluded that in what appears to be wuixotic

t. those wh f'hnave a lower opinion of it, what I'm now involved in is merely con-
sistent with that bygone maxXmr® era: I;rxx resisting authoritarianism, this time at home.
(I got my brief filed rriday and have beeh catching up on the accumulation and I've
just gotten a new ap.eals court decision which is 10Ue inconsistent with what it did

to me in the past and I've got to draft soucthing G it. )

With thanks, respect and appreciation,

"/

Lyroll Weisberg



