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here ol hun-hy Lhe FBI and police with respect Lo assaiilts on one Finer and
pelated matters, it was reported in the public press thal his principal associate in
erime was murdered almost immediately nfter the associate visited an FBI office.
| believe that this han's murder was arranged by the person o whom he and Mr.
Ryeri—
This was all newspaper stuff—
had sold the statues stolen from the museum, and
that this publicity is classing him as an informant and th
him.

Mr. Byers is now fearful
is same late will occur to

hat as 1 met with him. He was scared. He told
me this publicity had him on the spot. He was angry. He said he
wasn't going to testify before television. He was angry that the
committee seemed to indicate he was in on the plot, which he
claimed he wasn't.

| believe my public testimony and that of
my own.

That is the rest of my letter.
Mr. Brakey. Thank you, Judge Randall. I have no further ques-
tions at this time.
Judge RANDALL.

1 had evidence of t

Mr. Byers will endanger lives, including

And let me tell you something else. No, I got to
add something. I also was fearful that the FBI, if that name came
out here, would accuse me of not reporting it to them.

I had been negligent. I knew that for 2 months. I should have
reported it sooner. So, I sent a copy of this to Bill Webster, FBI
Director, because 1 didn’t want to appear heré in public testimony
and blow the name of an informant and then be accused of, you
know, failing to report it.

But then I got scared; the informant would be in danger, if you
want to know the truth about it. OK?

Mr. BLakey. Thank you, Judge.
Chairman Stokes. At this time the Chair will recognize the

gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. Ford, for such time as he may
consume, after which the committee will resort to the 5-minute

rule.

Mr. Reen. If you please, Mr. Chairman, at this point I would

respectfully ask the committee i a briel recess is in order. Judge

Randall I think would like to refresh himself. 1 know I certainly

would, and I think we would be in much better position to continue

after 2 or 3 minutes.
f this isn't going to take long, 1 am going to

Judge RanparL. 1
overrule you again.

Mr. Reep. Your Hongr, 1 won't be overruled in this case. If you

wouldn't mind. Two or three minutes 1 think would be sufficient.

How much time would counsel desire, then?

d be sufficient, I think.

Chairman STOKES.
Mr. Reep. Two or three minutes woul 1
now suspend for 5 min-

Chairman Srtokes. The committee will

utes.
Mr. Reep. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Stokes. We will be in recess for b minutes.
[Brief recess.|
Chairman STOKE
The Chair at this time recogni

Mr. Ford.

Mr. Forp. Than

s. The committee will come to order.
zes the gentleman from Tennessee,

k you, Mr. Chairman.




Judge Randall, | again would like Lo welcome you,

Judge Rannani. How aré you, Congressman?

Mr. Forn. Fine, thank you very much.

Judge Randall, when Mr. Byers discussed with you the conversa-
tion he had with Kauffmann to kill Dr. King, did you give him any
legal advice as Lo his possible involvement in the assassination?

Judge Ranpare. No, sir. The thing he wanted Lo know from
me——

Mr. Reen. Judge, you have answered that question.

Judge Ranpan.. He wants me to stop. You will have to ask
another question.

Mr. Forn. Well, why not?

Judge Ranpart. Well, he didn't ask me what to do. His only
yuestion was if' I get questioned, he was trying to determine should
[ talk or should I insist on immunity. He asked me the procedure
for immunity.

You see, this is not something he thought was imminent. You
know, he just wanted to be a little prepared. I told him the proce-
dure was you appear before the grand jury, take the [ifth amend-
ment, go in open court, and get immunity, and went back.

He was trying to decide in his mind if T am questioned about
this, shall I talk or shall I insist on immunity. He didn't like the
immunity because he didn't want the publicity. But there was no
thought aboul reporting it.

Hell; this was 10 years after the event, and everybody is dead.
You know, you don't think about reporting it if everybody is dead
and it is 10 years old. .

Mr. Forn. Judge Randall, did you personally take any action
upon the information Mr. Byers had shared with you?

Judge Ranparr. Took the action of advising him what he should
do il he is questioned about it, yes.

Mr. Forn. Turning now to page 1 of this confidential letter
addressed to Chairman Stokes, T have here | think it is your first
paracaph, maybe your second paragraph. You (aik aboutl Russell
Bycers, who is known here to be one of the most dangerous crimi-
nals in the city.

Could you explain that to the committee, please?

Judge RanpaLL. Well, you know, I don't want to go into all the
stufl’ that is reported out in-St. Louis in the press. You can read
the press. ol

Mr. Foun. But you said it in your letter. Could you tell us what
you meant by that particular statement in your letter?

Judge RANDALL. What is in the press out there, gentlemen.

Mr. Forn. You had read it in the preﬁg.

Judge RanpaLL. Yes, sir.

Mr. Forn. And you included that in this letter?

Judge Ranpani. Yes, sir

Mr. Forp. Mr. Chairman, | would like to yield back the balance
of my time.

Chairman Srokes. The gentleman yields back the balance of his
Lime.

The gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. Preyer.

Mr. Prever. | have no questions, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Srokes. The gentleman from Ohio, Mr, Devine.

Mr. Deving No qu
Chairman STOKES.
Mr. Fauntroy.
Mr. Fauntroy. No
Chairman STOKES.
Mr. Frrrian. No qu
Chairman STOKES.
Judge, obviously t
ough job here. There
none.
Does counsel have
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