9/25/T1
lear Jim, {'}Myz/y,

your l.tter of letter ot thi: 20th, could not be vettere [had coue t: the cnd of a
chapter in editing souc old work, had worked cleaning up our road front for winter until
winded, then got the nail as the rural carrier came, and yours is the only lotter requiring
enswer, so vefore returning to work I1'll answer it in haste.

Sran ly, L i forgoticen your offer of the use of your uong veach houee Secause at
some point I1'd like to reswse my He.U.investigations, I wonder if Interstate 10 has been
completed to the point where the travel-tinc is not now too great? Or if i% is secure
enough should L ve able to accept your ofrer, for longer, weekend=-lonyg, perhaps, interviews?
Should it be possible, there are some 1'd like to be able to conduet in this d.pthe Pogsibility
also includes iy having umougsh: tiaze, should 1 get there and should L oe avly to et s car,
which I'd not be able to ronte Last tive . did it down tucre nd for only two days and a
200-mile trip, it cost me over 50

Sorry you didu't et rRul-Ur from me. We sond thom out the day we get tioo OTCCT .
ad hendle and pay ovostage and incuranc. for only 50¢ adued,

You nay have an important point in wchtt sutler's having made a separate tape I
think 1 heard oi this beiore, possibly from you. You are correct in all details in your
appraisal oi butler, but you ray undercstimate a bite 1 have no proof, uo more than a
suvpicion, but I think he also finked for the State Unamerican com.dtee irn raciol matierse
I have met souc leftevinger who say he hung out with them rpior to lds right-wing publie
identification, prior to LiCa dayse Which recally means just beior. Uswald's reappearance,
1'd ectizate, They never kopt their promise to scurch thom recol.ections and fil. o ine

There could be legitimate reacons iror having Rohtt wake a scparate tape, onc veing
editin: and another in sart what you suspect and in part a continuing dialoguc after the
taping of the showe lowvever, whatever the reason, your huneh is worth foliowing and could
produce worthvhile information, the one question, aside frow their wiliingness to tell you,
bein;; their willingness or perhaps ability to tell the truthe in the onc confrontation I
hao with him, 1 did get Butler to admit he is a liare ! would add nonstop liar. be uekes
thing: up uan he gous as they secm likely to be what neta like to be truees

L've forgotten which of the records 1 havee I belicwve it is the 1.84 onees L also
have, i believe, tne unedited tape of the showe 1'd probably have trouvle finding it nowe

and I recall and t ink 1 discussed in U iu &V the bas.le over the puot-assassination debuates
record anc a suit over one.

Is it pos.ible he auc Uswald talkea veforc the show? rrobable, the gquestion being
the length oo tiwee s0t unusual at all. nost people do not get to stations at thc lavt
minutce 1 do not recall auvone considering the possibilities that ithett's tape might hoid,
but with outler not having usce it, L'd suspect tlat cither it is, as he sees 1%, of no
value, or, i he Just forgot an. they listen whiw you a i, they'1ll not glve one nay ndouse
tiwnselve o 1'd 00t worry about the latter pos:ibility werc L youe 1'd try ror ive

1'd geen the soggs quote bolores Others had the Comcis@ion idea, incluaing o DU
radio statior., uhich aired ite it was one of the ouvious alt: rnatives. rortas secns to
have hanclec this Lfor wlid,

Iotodnk it is Oduadn Dohdds that + hovee I'4 ignore slmost anything irom Pood, who
is nu sore dupendabie on political muviers than sutlers lowev.r, there is no doubt about
threc thdnss: sutler did ap car beiore Lodd's Com ittee, it has not published (ani wils not
rclease)lis "testinouy"x, wnd no coples in in the Varren Comisoion r'ii.se Une ol the umore
likely posscibilities is that it is too terrible, Tor sutler knew nothing, and .hat he
pmight have imagined might have terrified everyonee li writing a blurb, aside from his

Eolitical bias, Dodd could just have wsade an honest idstokes But it is interesting that
was reminded of Ven Der lLubve, which i'¢ forgotien.



four inverpretation of the deichstog=fire affeir is esscntially correct, but it was
not nart of an anti-liitler plots

If 1 do aot have the learlet i which Jutler claiue to hoave vecn eallied vesore the
Jarren voudission, L'd aporeciate a copy. I'd then asik rfor the reports or transerist, whdch
I trink wounld show he ..J.Pu, not existinge Whe trip was be.ore the wC was appointed, unless
there wa a sccond onece +in rfact, the 31 svcems to have pald recarkably scant attention to Be
LI have secn nothing to indiecate they got wuay tape from hiue I recal. arncsto nodriguesz
and Stuckey as acknowledged sources frow 5u files and I suspect the #31 got it iw edistely
from +DoU, aus soon as it was aired if not afier tapinge.

it is pussidle to take Jacketblubbs too literallye fhey are ffcquently -auve up by
artists who imow litile about the contents lence there is tie possibility that rels to
the uougse corvign »ffiars vowdittee and to an "intermview" could be dlunocent exaggerationss
But I doubt ver: much if sutler cid unot arrvange this tripe. I think it wac lids ticket to what
for hin is Tame and he uscd it overy way he coulds

1 the two possibilitien uith brae 8, asking for the Lehtt tape and ds o
testiwony, good idea. and the coney they owe you mizhit helpe Lou could ask them to apoly
Gt to tin cost and bili you Lo sk reste I see no pousibility i could be luss fruthe
ful tial Suilere L think thi b tter fhan uritiug to hdwm. 1Y sne is unproductive, you
mi;;ht.i;hen takke 1t up with hdme w0, to aasw.r youwr question, you urv not ofil the track and
L don t kuow auyone who lovked iato the ihett tapee I woulun't worrg abo.t "tipping him orf™
about anythinge Let me evaluate any recponsc for youe hor do 1 know of auy prosi that he
and LiC et on any other occasioiie 4t ie not impos: ible, but 1 have no reacon t. spspect ite
eeoilow do vou lmow Gil ¢0t CIla 5507 eeeint thoge days, nost InCa sos from Uchsnere..butler
should have imown about ’che cauips before the 7/51/6% raid because tuey iiad been reorped,
including by Stuckeyeeel do noti vulicve "that butler knew sbout and/or supported the plans
for the asgssassination",

There arc posgibjlities in Tol.owing un leads on Butler that, in every int rest,
I should not alex t you toe I don't want you to be in the position of going out and
looking for t,u_ug:s to egt blish iy coucopt of a possibilitye <ids is not the vay to
investigate at thic juncturs, +t would be much boetiter if what 4 believe pos.ible conme out
all vy ivself, wlt*zout your conscious digging s 4 haveample reason to belisve the possibility
can be the tacte It voula not be hurtful to sdutler were it true.

Guess that's all 1or novwe avain thainss and jood lucke

sent,



SEPTeEMBER 20, 197/
Dear Hac,

SorRY IT HAS DBEEN SO (ONE SMce
YOUR LETTER. I WAS Go/NG To WRITE you
ABOUT MYy WORK IN NEW ORLEANS RE THE RAY
CASE, BUT | WANTED To WAIT UNTIL My cory
OF ERAME-UP ARRIVED 7p SEE IF Yoy ALREADY HAVE
WHAT | 60T OR TRIED 70 GET. [/ LONT KNow WHY (75
TAKEN S0 LONG, BUT IT SHOULD GET HERE SHORTLY.

THE MEAVTIME, | HAVE RUN ACRoSS

AN /TEM IN RE-PEADING My F/LE ON INCA v BUTLER,
WHICH YoU MAaY NOT HAveE. ['ve S NeveR
Seen 1T ANYWHeERE AND ¢ DON'‘T- THINk AN YoNE N
New ORLEANS CVER CAVUBHT THIS AS FAR AS [ KNow.

IF You'tt RE-READ THE MEW ORLEANS
MAGAZINE ON BUTLER | SENT you (1°CC TRy 70
SEND EXTRA COPIES IF [ cAN--To MAKE (T EASIER)
You'te NOTICE BUTLER SAYS HE ﬁ HIS BROTHER
RHETT AND A TAPE RECORDER 70 THE RADAD S70DlS
TO DEBATE OSWALD. THIS /S THE ONMLY PlLAcE ! Ve
EVER SEEN ANY MENTWON OF RHETT BUTLER or
A TAPE eeco/?af/e. IT 1S MOT IN STUCKEY's TESTiMoNY,
OR  BRINGUIER'S TESTIMONY, BOOK , 0R LITERATURE.
NOW THE COMMERCIAL LP RECORD ALBYM DISTRIBUTED
BY INCA ("OswArD: SELF-PoRTRAIT IN RED), oF THE
DEBATE, INDICATES ON THE JACKET THAT IT IS A
REPRODUCTIOM OF WDSU s TAPE. SO-- WHAT wAs
RHETT BUTLER DOING THERE AND WHAT /S ON HIS
TAPE ! INTERESTING QUESTION, ISN'T /T 7 S
ED BUTLER HAS TAPED INTERVIEWS W!ITH HUNDREDS
OF REFVCEES FRoM SOVIET-BLoc AND CATIN



DICTATORSHIP COUNTRLES . ALS0o, HE HAS DEBATED
DOZENS OF g RADICAL ReEVOLUTIONARY
CPOUESMEN FOR FASCIST- SPONSORED OR
COMMUNIST- FRONT CAYSES. AND HE USUALLY CONFRoNTZ
HIS ADVERSARY [DEFOREHAND , A SHARP TACTI/c WHICH-
TAKES THE WIND OUT OF THEIR SA/tS. 1S /T
POSSIBLeE HE DID THAT WITH oSWALD 2 /S THAT
WHAT 7S ON RHETT'S TAPE 2 DO You KMNow OR
HAVE yoU EVER CONSIDERED THIS BEFORE oR KNow
OF ANYONE wHO HAS 7?7
/T GETS WORSE. ON THE ALBUM

/fSéLF LONGRESSMAN HALE BOGCGS SAYS ./Vsr

e_e_y HOURS AFTER PRESIDENT KEMA/QDZ,I

eATH /-S4 SAT N MV OF FICE IN THE CAPrTOL
wrn/ €D BUTLER AND (LISTENED 7B THIS PECORDING.. :
(EMPHASIS MINE). BOGES SAVS THEY DISCUSSED A
BIPARTISAN PRESIDENTIAL COMMISS ioN (Ao DovET
T WAS BUTLER'S Wise /DEA!), AND IN M.0. MAs
BUTLER SAYS ROGGS INVITED HIM To SERVE oN
THE COMMISSION, BUT SINCe BUTZLER /SN'T A /
LAWYER, THE MATTERR WAS DRoPPED . (T HaNk Heaven g
THINK. HOW MUCH WORSE IT MisyT Be{) LSO,

BOCCS AND PRES. JOHMSON WERE VERY CLOSE
FRIENDS - BOGES MAY IN TURN HAVE SUsSETED
THE (DEA TO LRJ .

THEN, on iNcAs 2nd ALBUM, “Uswacd
SPEAKS® THE CATEC CRSTWHILE SEN « THOMAS - Dobd
SAYS Bunel? PLAVED THE TAPE FoR HiM, Jwr
24 HOURS AFTER THE ASSASS INAT7oM/ . . AT 4
TIME WHEN OswaLD WAS STl A _4_&/5. * CempH. Mug)
BUT IN N.O0. MAG. BUTLER HMSECF SAYS




THAT oN THE AmRPoRT ZuUS To WASHINGToN
HE HEARD THAT RUBY HAD RILLED OSWALD .
THAT cERTAINLY CONTRADILTS TWO HIGHLY
HONEST AND TRUTHFUL MEMBERS 0F CoMGRESS
(JAL. ANDERSON NOTWITHSTANDING,) . BB INCIDENTALLY,
M BUTLER. SAD NEB IT REMINDED HIM OF THE
VAN DE LUBBE cAse. MYy READING OF HiSTORY
/S THAT VAN DE LURERE WAS AN INNOCENT CoMMUNIST
WHo STooD TRIAL PUBLICLY FOR BURNING THE
REICHSTAG, WHILE IT 1S PRETTY CLEAR THAT HITLERS
oWN PEoPLE WERE RESPoNSIBLE (EITHER AT His
DIRECTION o To OVERTHROW HIM ). WHY IN THE
WORLD WOULD THE CASE OF A COMMUNIST SCAPEGCOAT
WHo Took A BUM RAP FoR NAZ/S - occurR 70 Burter S
(UNLESS HE KNEW MoRE THAN WE THINK. HE DIDY)
FINA LLy, ove LeAFLEf INCA SENT ME

LOMTA/MS THE STA rzwgw' “Gureer was caccer
TO WASHINGTON WITH TwE TAPE [RHEIT's or wosy 2]
To TESTIFY DBEFORE THE WARREN COMMIL/oN.
THIS /1S EEE IN ONG OR 7TWD PAMPHLETT OF [NCAL .
MEREEEs THE TAPE AND H/IS T&ST7MoNyY ARE
CERTAINLY NOI PEFERRED 70 IN T#HE P VoOLS.
IN YOUR IRESEARCH IN THE ARCHWES, HAVE
You coM& ACROSS ANYT7HING Wi ick
INDICATED AN APPEARANCE OR TESTIMONY
BY BUTLER WITYH A TAPg 7

THE MORE You FotLow THIS LINE, THE
MORE INTRISUING IT BEcomes. Ng. MAG SAYS He
WAS CLALLED NOT BEFORE THE WARREN tommiss/ioN,
BUT RATHER THE SENATE /NTERNAL SECURITY
COMMITT 8. AND ON THE “SEZF PORTRAIT ' LP,
NARRATOR MARSHALL PIERCE SAYS IT WasS THE
HoUs€ FOREIGN AFFAIRS CoMmiTIEE . IN VEToRy ,




1T SAYS MR. BUTZER wAS LALLED 72
WASHINGTON LESS THAN 48 HourS AFTER
THE (RIME 7O CONFER WITH TOP OFFIC/ALS
ON THE CASE, SINCE HE WAS T7HE oNLy
PROPACANDA SPECIALIST €VER 70 (NTERV/IEW
ISWALD. * (EMP4. ADDED)

NOTICE IT SAVS TERVIEW, NOT
DERATE ? AND WHAT ‘7opP O0FFIcias’ weERE o/
THE CASELLESS THAN P HOURS AFTETR THE
CRIME"? IN ANY CASE, IT ALWAYS SAY'S
"CALLED " (THE oNLY CONSISTENLY), 50 THAT
THE TRIP WAS &P EVIDENTZY NoT of His owa
MOTIVA T]1oN ©R VoliT7oN.

AT THrS PorNT, | HAVE Twp

PossIBLe ALTERNATIVES :

(‘) /| coved WRITE To MRS BUTZER

AT SQUARE HDQTS. IN Los ANGEZES, AMD ASi.

HER WHAT WAS (+ HoPEFuLLY [S) ON RHETT's
TAPE v IF | coVUtD HAVE A coPy, AND ALSD
COPIES OF ED'S TESTIMONY REFORE THE
WARREN COMMISSION, THE SENATE INTER NAL

SELURITY COMMITTEL + RHOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS ComMMITIEE .

THERE ARE TWO ADVANTAGES [ SEE 76 THIS:

(A) !/ HAVE, As YoUu KNoW, PREVIOUSLY

CORRES PONDED WITH HER, VERY
SUCCESSFULLY. SHE SENT ME ALL
THAT STUFF (| GAVE YoU COPIES OF.
! COULD REMIND HER THAT SHE
DIDN'T seND Me A #3TReFUMD

SHE PROMISED FoR MY SUBSCIIPTIN

To_SQUARE (Now DEFUNCT), NoR A
MGMBERSHIP CARD IN INCA (FOR.
Whict | seNT ¥/0). Atso, SHE s



PROBARLY MOT As BUsY As
HER AHUSBAND AND couyLp
AFFORD THE TIME To ANSWER
KNOWLEDGEABLY + TRUTHFYLLY .
ALso, SHE MAY BE A L TTE
MORE IMNMOceNT THAN ED
ABOUT OSWALD .
(B) I towd WRITE T6 BUTLER
DIRECTLY . IT woveD NoT BE As
DIFE(CULT As WiTH BRINGUVIER,
FOR ME 7o BE COURTEODUS AND
DEFERENT L. MiNiEnislapw AL THoys ¢
IT MIGHT S€TM UNFAIR To PRESS
HIM FOR DETAINIS OF THINGES OVER
EIGHAT YEARS oLD, HE /S DEFIN/ITELY
IN A PoSIT70N 78 WANT 76 PRESERVE
HIS INTEGRITY, AS HIS ENTIRE
KEPUTAT/ION AND SUBSEQUENT CAPE€/2
WERE RUILT oN HiS DERATE WrT¥
oSwALD . I wovtb expPeer A
COURTEOUS + PERHAPS ENLIGHTEMING
Repey, ‘M suvee .
LF vov FavoR c/THeR oF THE ABovE,
L Musr rresT Ask you :
(t) AM [ TOTALLY OFF THE TRALK
HERE? DD Yoy or ANYONE IN NEW ORLEAVS
EVER Lopk INTD THIS OR CONSIDER RHETT

BUTLER s TaPE?
(z) Bu7eeR /s DPPORTUNISTIC AND A

FPROPAGCANDIST, BUT /S HE A LIAR ? Covep [
6&T AN HONEST ANSWER OUT OF Him 7 OR woyc)
YoUu ZATHER L NOT 71FP HIM OFF IV cASE we
MIEnT BE ON 70 SoMETHIMG HERGS



(3D Burter sweArs UP AND DowN
THAT HE ONLYy ME7T ODSwWALD AT THE STUDIOS
BEFORE THE DEFATE, AND AMp7 BEFORE NOR
SINCeE. THER oMLY CONTALI HE SAYS WAS A
HAND SHAKE -(OSWALD's HAND WAS cLammy),
AND wHeN Bu7ZER MENTIONED 70 STUuEY
4 "PROGRESSIVE *~ BUSINESSMAN s ADUERTIS NG,
OSWALD SMIRKED DISGUSTEDLY ForR H/M
USING A REVOLUT/ONARY TERM N/ A
CAPITALISTIC CONTEXT. AFTER THE DEBATE,
OswaLD Askep DBurzer #/s NAME ¥
KIS ORGANIZATION. (He wrore “Joww S. Bunék
INCORRECTLY ). AND RBUTZER SAVs THAL
/S ALL 77-55)/ EVER SAW OF EACH OTHMER .

s THis Trve 7kDip Burier

AND OSwWALD MEET ON OTHER OCCASIONS £

) e By7ier ALso /M5IST3 INCA
HAs NEVER GOTTEN GoV'r FUNDs, AL THoUGH
SUcH PeEOPLE As MA Wa G/t DOUBLE-DIPPED
ON INCA's AND THE C.1A. s PayRore . Also,
KRADIO FRex CUROPE ADMITIED RECENTLY
1T HAS GOTTEN COVERT FUNDS ERoM THE c.1.A. R
IN OswheD IN NO ., YoU SAID You DIDNT Know,
BUT Do YoUu NMOW, WHETHER INCA ALSO GETS SoMe
COVERT FUNDING? (LT HAS NEARLY GoNE UNDER
SEVERAL TIMES IN SPITE OF RIcH RIGHTIST
BACKERS LIKE PATRICK FRAWLEY. LORD KAOWS WHAT
SAVED IT-- IF OSWALD WAS C.IA., THEN YoV MISHT
SAY IT DID _GET GOV'T HELP ONICE )

(50 Do you Tumk DBUTLER &NEW/
AROUT THE TRAINING CAMPS 7
. &) Do yov Becieve (oe zA/ow) THAT
DBUTLER KNew ABoUT ANbfr SUPPORTED



THE PLANS For THE ASSASSINATION OF
PRES IDENT KeENNEDY ¢

L Look FORWARD To SEE NG
You AGAIN (STON, | HOPE ), To READING
FRAME-(P, AND 70 HEARING FEDM Vou.
AL THouck THIS LETTER /S A SHADE Lo,
PLEASE DONT FEEL COMPELLED TO0 TAKE
Too MWH TIME ANMD TROUZRLE AWAY FRrpm
VOUR OWN GREAT WORK . ENVELOPE /S
ENCLOSED ¥ PLEASE NOTE THAT™ ADDRESS
/s STILL UNIV. OF SOUTHERN Miss, THAT
INVITATION To My HoME IN LONG BEACH, M/ss
WHERE I (IVE BY MYsSELF, /s A STAMDM/,S
ONE, SO0 WE Wil JysT HoPE,. UNFORTUNATEZ,
MY PLAA/S 70 RETURN TO n/AsHm/(ﬂoov HAVE
BeEEN RUINED AGAIN AND A6A/N Bur 1 LL whITE.
AND ONCE MORE, IF THERE's soMe WAY /
CAN BE SHARING THE BURDEN, | woyLb
RBE DELIGHTED. [NTIL WE CAN GET TOGETHER
SOME HOW, PLCASE TAKE 600D CAkE

VoUe ERIEND




