Burger Tries to-Cut
iLoad§ of U.S. Courts

By John P. MacKenzle : N
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‘:‘;cmr Justice Warren E,
er is making stgmﬂcanz
in his drive to cu

ower federal ) courts

both ovemorked and hyper
lﬂtiva 3
Yigumtu and active-at '87,

lieve the federal judiclary’s =
warkload. He also openéd a
nely front—a campaign to -

rajse the pay of federal /| -
judges in a recession year, y

<Actual caseload reduction.’
_continue ‘to elude.

Burger as the population

and'its legal problems con- |:

Hinue to expand, hut in re-

cent months:

'® The high court has done

could, in the cases be-

¥ it, to discourage’ con-

mer and  environmental

ivate class actions and

e them more costly.

W News Analysis

Y® The justices have cut
hnd: sharply on the.activism .
of lower ‘courts ifi, hwau.lt&
prlson.iumatu pmtesting.-
conditions of their-con= -
inément, while the U.S. Bu~.)
of Prisons, stirred by - 4
f m& has: ldom:udn proce~—
dures aimed at ‘settling pris."
oner eomphlntu out’ ofr-r_.
court. . * e
* New Strpreme Court
conservatism has chilled the"
desire of elvil rlght: clvila.
liberties and public interest [
groups to. take théir mosts
troublesome cases f.o lhe
high court. _»
® Decisions, such as one :
"last year that gave states at’
least a 10 per cent margin of
erfor 'In complylng with -
the “one man, one vote” re- .
appartionment  rule, - have |
signaled the futility of
many kinds of law-
suits that used to be filed
routinely.
® The court has stretched
laws governing its own ju--=»
risdiction In' & way that._.
gives the justices more dis--
cretion to ignore large num-

Burger this weekend' called
for: still more action to re- '

bers of attempts to appeal
direerly to Washington from
federal district courts, just -
ag two new laws will relieve

the court of mandatory re-.:

view of many antitrust deci-

sions . and all - Interstate-

-Commerce Commission ac-
tlons.

® High court rulings in
the antitrust and labor
fields have chipped away at

the jurisdiction of federal

c¢ourts and agencies, steer-
ing more legal disputes to
state courts or no courts ut
all.

While siriving to reduca
the level “of:  Htigation,
Burger has'encourated pro-
posals to increase both the
number of-judges and the -
number of {ribunals han-
dling them, including the
possibility of another tier of

. some- areas of the Iaw. being

- have quit recently to return

e

Judges between the ‘1i eir- |
cuit courts of appeals lnd
the Supreme' Court. Hd

In a “year-end mtement,"‘
Burger continued to praise’
“thoughtful - studies” ' that
have “{lluminated the prob-
lems of the = appellate
- courts.” Their purpose, he
sald, s “to add judicial ca- :
plcitv to provide more final |
‘authoritative decisions In
~our national -Tegal system" '
when the number, of cases :
decided by the high court is !
constant at lhnut 150 a
term, X

Trlnsh the
snte;nentteidn’q;utbd that ﬁ."é

< sympathizes with the idea af-1
final}’ decisions,” at least fn "

“rendered " in*‘dourts . other
~than the Supreme - Court:
* Varloys “suggestions ~ for
reltrnc’turgd judiciat lyatem-y
;are. In .circulation, none. of: !
‘them wadorsed .or- rejected -
hj‘ Burger, but'all of tHem ;

~furthering . the- -argument -,
_that". ﬂm. ju.rlxtl are over.

worked. . b
judlnid ulu-l ,"
Bu:rger has taken his case to
President Ford. In'a White '
House meeting last month,
he sald it was unfair that
judges’ salaries have heen
frozen for the past six years '
while federal civil servarts
have had several increases.
He told the President, and
repeated in his statement
yesterday, that six judges

to p_r!vnte practice,. - where

the compensation has kept:|

pace—some say more than
keptp p&ca—with inflation.
The judicial salaries have
been” peégged to ‘those of
Cabinet members and mem-
bers .of . Congree under an
arrangement “designed to
. keep the judges out of poli-..
ties. The result has been
. that judges suffer equally
when legislators-won’t raise
their own pay for fear of
"voter . reprisal  District
judges now make $40,000 a
year, circuit judges $42,000.
Burger's encouragement

of new judicial institutions |

has . caused observers to

view him as a legal re |
former—or empire builder— ||
" in the mold of Chief Justice |
William . Howard Taft. His |

mevement on judicial sala-
~.rles; -whethersuce: or
not, will enhance his repntl
tion as the champion of the

w:tkingttedenljudl!-
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