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At Court-lartial
DURBANK HATINE FRUED IN DEATE OF VIET CIVILIAR

A general cowrt-m:rial board in Da Nang, South Vietnam, scquitted a
TeS. nmavine VWednosday of _ﬁdering a Vietnameso eivilian whon he and another
marine fired thelr rifles from a truck.

The issoclated Press yeported that Lance Cple Douglas B. Sollard, 20, of
Burbanic, Calif., was tried on a charge of premeditated muxer on wiich he could
have been glven a llfe sa&‘ucnée i coavictod. le was 2lso acquitted on an
assault charge.

Hie companion, Ismee Cpl. Joka D, Videner, 20, of Rossburg, Chio, was
eonvicted in April on tihree counts of careless dlscharge of a {irearm. ila
was Tined J240 and reduced to the rank of mrivate,

Collard was represented by Grant B. Cooper, los Angeles lawmyer, and
llarine Capt. Harry Sahine of Crossville, Tenn.

One %illed, Two HWounded

The Vietnamese man was killed and another man and woman were wounded
Nov. 24 an a truclklosd of marines passed their houes on route 45 a base
near a Nang.

The deed men's son, a Vietnamese militiaman, testified he hesrd four or
five shobs and saw his father drop to Lhe floor of their house.

e gpld ho looked outside ardd saw the truck going by with 5 or 6 Americans
in it. They appeared to be drunk and were laughing, he hombifiem sald.
Collard, a cook, testified that he was in the truck but fMred only one shot and
that it was directed into the air. Fe sald he did not mow why he fired. le
also spid "dener fired several shots,

The Prosecution presented an expended bullet that natched the rifle a2llegedly
held by Collard at the time. The bullet was found on tie floor inside tre dead
man's house. The prosecutlon contended that this was the bullet ihat killed the
nan.

loland Jones, retired head of tie los “ngeles rolice Department's crime labora-
tory, tostified that the bullet could not posslbly have entered a hunen body. He
said extensive tests on the bullet indicated that it was fired fram the rifle
allegedly held by Collard. 5Sut he sald blood or tdssue would have remained on
the bullet for years if it had kit the man and lis could find no trece of eliher.

The eight-officer court took just under -an howr to reaclh bhe zequittal
verdiect which ended the three-day trial.

In Burbank, Collsrd's wife, Cindy, 19se..was elated when informed of her
husband's acquittal.e.sote. (four paragraphs of personnl comments by the wife
omitbed) . 4 r
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