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While discussing othor matlers wilh J.

Commission on March 16,
dent examinalion of the

in the Presidenl's

rifle slu
President Kennedy's body was

Lee Rankin of the President's ()€ fRv
e e Rankin L Aller of an i '
W04, Mr. Runkin broughl up the matler of an indepen
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whicl was found on Lhe slreleher which | ‘ - IR
on in Dallis, as well as lallet fragments Iound(") 'Q\ -
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' Mr. Rankin adviged the Commission cerluainly reliod on the examination
conthucled by the Burenu Lidxsiralory; however, Lhero was strongg feeling in e

Commission that an independent examination would Lo advitnlageous because of
the fact that the Burenu had conducted Lho
tioniof the President as well as havinge: handled Lhe Laburalory examinalions,

Mr. Rankin advised he was wware of the posisihilily of a difference of opinion on

necessary. Ile indicaled he would reques

‘ Lihe Bureawn o handle the delivery of
the rifle, bullc@ and bullet fragments

W an independenl examiner,

- Mr. Rankin was advised that a letter had been prepared by lie Bureau
and'sent o the Commission on March 13, concerning this  matler, expressing the
Bureau's views concerning Uiis proecdure,  Mue. Rankin advised he hid not scen,

[

the iclter as yel; howoever, it was the desire of the Chiel Juslice for the Bureau to
mainlain as much conlrol over items of an evidentinr y nmilure as possible lo make
cerldan they were nol lost. 1L was auppested o Mre. Ranlein Uiat prior lo making!
any final decision ns Lo the procedure W e ulilized ho mipht desire (o review the
Burcau's leller which thorouphly ovtlined the Dureau's posilion and Mr. Rankin :
advised he would do so.
is that dany malerial lo be
to the Commission by the Dureau and Lhe Commission male all necessary

c
body during Lhe aulopsy at the U, §. Naval Hospilal al Bethesda,
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the
part of an oulside examiner lut nevertheless ey [ell Uis independent examination

The Dureau's position as outlined in the leller of March 13,
examined by an independent exauniner should be delivered

principal inveslipgation inle Lhe assassina-

rrangements for handling the delivery of the material to the ince icndent examiner.
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Mr. Willeus stoled thal probably the Desl ol next weel ar sharlly '
hercalter Leiwms of altorneys assipned o the Commmssion stadl would be oing %‘.
o Dallas, Toexas, o e deposibions Teom o nemboer ol wiltpesses repardong, i :

qarious aspecls of the over-wll investipgation,  He advised silualions may arise
vhere the Commission represculatives would need assislanee (rom our Dallas
Mlice and inquired as Lo the niumes of individunds who could be contacled by
nembers of the Commission slafl. Mr. Willens wis furnished Lhe names of
he SAC and ASAC and was told Ul any requests of the Dadlas Office should

e handled throuph them. Appropriate lllbllu(lllm-: are being issued o the [ -
nllas Office relative to handling contiacls by representualives of the Commiission %f
—

mew Dallas Olfice.

The [oregaing is submilled for information.
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