' :rengrtold a federal

&

o ' | Assoctated Press et
"An attorfiey for a House subcommit-
appeals court yester-

iy that the President must not be al-
lowed to keep telephone company wire-
tap records secret, 5

"

'he mere possibility of some o
ture disdlosure of information to the

bublic pales in comparison to the risk &
of gl the President the pawer he ..

 Seeks,” 'said Barrett Prettyman, argy.

ing for a House Commerce subcom-
mittee that subpoenaed wiretap ‘rec-
ords from ‘the American Telephone &
Telegraph Corp. 2
'If the court rules that the President
has such power, that would prevent
congressional committees from gain-
ing the information they need +to
carry out legitimate legislative duties,
he argued. : : e
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the

" Distriet of Columbia heard arg

from Prettyman and Asst. Atty, Gen. -
Rex Lee, representing the Justice De-
partment, . I
The subcommittee, headed by Rep.
John Moss, (D-CaliL.), appealed a U.S.
District Court decision granting the
government an injunction prohihitlng_
the telephone company from eomply. -
ing with the subpoena, y
[ The government went to court to

‘Prevent the company from turning
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over the records on

" . Prettyman told the

. Ford had heen willing

" wiretaps,'
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grounds that dis-

closure of the information to e sub- |

committee would endanger ‘national
aurt :

' The subcommittee seeks letters sent

by the FBI to-the telephone company

ps.
judges that com.-

mittee members need the letters to

.determine whether the government is
~conducting illegal domestic wiretaps
. Without court warrants op
7 gulse of foreign intel—ligence-gathariﬁg
"] taps,

under the
which are permissible without
ta ; it

warrants, ‘
Lee told the court that President

sup

The committee staff members, how-
ever, would not have been allowed to
of the wiretap tar.

this proposal actually

" would have provided the committee

with more information than the let-
ters sought in the subpoena, ¥



