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N ewsman sPhones

Reported TaEPed .

By Charles

A, Krause

‘Washington Post Stalf Writer

Thn Baltimore Sunday Sun]
reported yesterday that two
apparent wiretaps were dis-
covered Saturday on tele-
phones used regularly by the
Morning Sun's pullce reparner
Roger.

'I'wtgg said he has angmd
Baltimore city police officials
over the past year because of|
several stories he has written
joint federal and local investi-
gation of police corruption.

Twigg told a reporter yes
terday that he believed the ap-
parent taps, including an ap-
parent tap on his home tele-
phone. were placed on the tel-
‘ephone lines as part of a city

police department effort to have any.

uncover his sourees within the
department.

'Dennis S. Hill, director of

~public information for the po-
lice department, flatly denied
that the Baltimor police de-

_partment has ever tapped any
‘of the Sun's phones or Twigg's
home telephone line.

““We're talking about a seri-
ous proposition. The Constitu-
tion has something to say
about that,” Hill said. “We're
just not tapping their tele-
phones.

Hill said that the pnliee de-,

partment and ﬁte Chesapeake
and Potomac Telephone Co.

conducted a thorough search

of the telephone linesin ques-
tion late Saturday night and
found no evidence of wiretaps.

A telephone  company

‘spokesman, Peter B. White,

said that “very extensive
checks” of the telephone lines
revealed “no evidence" of,
taps, although White did say'
that the electric voltage in
Twigg's home phone was
“low,” which would be one
sign of a wiretap.

Paul Banker, manacger 'i
tor of the Morning Sun, said
through a spokesman that nei-
ther he ‘nor the paper would

er comment on
the alleged wiretaps.

Hal Piper, assistant manag-
ing editor of the paper, said
he could not say what action
the paper might take about
the apparent wiretaps nor
could he say whether the
newspaper was satisfied with
the phone company’s findings
that no taps exist.

Police spokesman Hill said
that the Baltimore city police
department had requested FBI

 assistance last year in aiding
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ﬁe probe of city police cor-
ption. The investigation has
already resulted in the arrests
of eight present and former
detectives on charges of ac-
cepting payoffs to. protect
three large-scale gambling op-
:eral.iona.

« Hill said one of the reasons
far asking for FBI assistance
was the bureau's expertise in
‘electronic surveillance. Hill
specifically said that while he
was certain that city police
were not tapping the two. tele-
phone lines, he could not
speak “for any other govern-
ment agency.” ‘

| Thomas Farrow, special

- agent in charge of the FBI's
- Baltimore office, said, “We are

not tapping the Sun's phones.’

He added, however, “We

wouldn't say If we wer‘e——'iz we

were."”

<. The Sunday Sun reported
~one of the nppmnt taps

5 discovered on an internal

e‘plwua, line linking  the

's newsroom with the pa-
pe:’,s telephone in the police
“room in the old city po-
headquarters  building.
& other apparent tap was
m:cwered by Twigz on his
home telephone line. the pa-
per said, !

The a pa:enl'. fap on the
Stin's inéemal line was found
when another Sun reporter in
the police press room said he
overheard a tape of a con-
versation he had had minutes
before with another reporfer
in the Sun’s newsroom. =

The reporter, Robert P.

{been told “there are a million

Newsman ’

‘Says Phones Tapped‘

Wade, said he picked up the!
phone shortly after complet-
ing his previous call and —
while waiting to be connected
with another party — over-
heard a part of his previous
eonversation, leading him to
think that his line was tapped.

Twigg, wha has been one of
the Morning Sun's police re-
porters for four years, regu-
larly uses the phone which the
Sunday Sun said was appar-
ently tapped after Wade over-
heard a part of his owIL con-
versation, .

Twige said he d:scovered
the alleged tap on his home|
phone after being apprised of
the other apparent tap on the
Sun's internal line. Twigg said
yesterday he had in his posses-
sion at home a “sidewinder,” a
device used to measure elec-
fric voltage 'on a telephone
line.

Twigg said a normal tele-
phone would register 10 to 20
amperes when in use but his
phone  Saturday measured
only four amperes, indicating
a possible tap because a tap
would reduce the amount of
amperes registered.

Desptte the phone compa-
ny's statement that it found
no taps after “very extensive
checks," Twigg said he had

and one ways someone can tap
vour lines and it is virtually im-
possible for the phone company
to find” the tap.

White, the phone company
spokesmm. said the man who
checked Twigg's phone Satur-

Jday  night

could  not betl;
reached yesterday, ~




