By FLORA LEWIS
Special to The New York Times

PARIS, March 7 — A vast
wiretapping operation was at-
tributed to the French Govern-
ment today by a national mag-
azine,

According to the magazine,
1,500 Paris telephones are on
permanent tap, and many oth-
ers in both the capital and pro-
vineial cities are tapped at one
or another government group’s

request.

The headquarters of the op-
eration is in a ‘series of former
stables in the west wing of the
Invalides, a former military
hospital on the Left Bank that
contains Napolean's tomb.

The transcripts, however, are

reportedly sent to many people,
not only high Government of-
ficials but also to some opposi-
tion politicians: ~and private
citizens.
In addition to private phones,
including those of embassies,
the magazine said, the taps are
placed on strategic public pay
phones, such as those in cafeg
near important ministries, and
on the private lines link Cabinet
ministers and other officials,

The magazine that published
the account is Le Nouvel Ob-
servateur, a widely read weekly
with pro-Socialist sympathies.
Its article was apparently pro-
voked by an official, but private,
complaint made to Presiden
Pompidou by Michel Ponia-
towski, Secretary-General of
the Independent Republican
party, whose leader is Finance
Minister Valéry Giscard d'Es-

taing.

The Independent Republicans
form part of the Gaullist-led
Government coalition, and Mr.
Giscard d'Estaing has been
mentioned as a possible Premier
in a pest-election Government.

No Comment by Government

The Ministry of Interior de-
clined all comment on the ar-
ticle, as did the rest of the Gov-
ernment. But the brewing storm
it has created seems certain to
burst when the new Parliament

off elections.
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quiry based on reports of his

outburst at a private
meeting of party leaders, that
he had written Mr. Pompidou
and would demand a parlia-

legal taps.

His sharp letter asked wheth-
er Mr. Pompidou considered it
normal that “wiretaps are used
for the surveillance of journal-
ists, politicians and simple citi-
zens, and what measures you
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