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. The Justice Department an-
nounced yesterday f{hat it
would drop contempt-of-court
"charges against Black Panther
“leader Bobhy G. Seale, rather
than reveal the contents of
‘electronic survelllance that ap-
parently overheard his volee
while he was in jail. y
/- James R. Thompson, U.S.
Attorney in Chicago, told the
Seventh U.S. Circuit Court of
. Appeals there that “it would
" be inimical to our natlonal se-
curity interests” to disclose
the wiretapping logs as or-
dered by that court in a deci-

. sion last May.

The contempt charges, made

to Drop Seale’s Cor

by U.S. District Court Judge

(Julius . Hoffman during the

tumultous “Chicago  Seven”
conspiracy ftrial in 1969-70,
were the last ones pending
agalnst Seale. =
After 21 months in prison
and two trials, Seale was freed
on bond in May, 1971, He has

' |since declared that he will run

for mayor of Oakland, Calif,,
In that clty’s municipal elec-
tions next year,. RS

~ Seale was sentenced to four
years in prison by Judge Hoff-
man on the contempt charges,
before he was severed from
the Chicago trlal which
stemmed from antiwar demon-

strations’ at the 1868 Demo-

cratic ' National = Convention
there. == g A
- The.contempt charges arose
out of Seale's insistence on
the right to represent himself
and his repeated declarations
in court that the judge was “a
racist, fasecist pig" At one
point, Hoffman ordered Seale
bound and gagged, an action
which altorneys in the case as-
serted only provoked further

courtroom disruptions,
_After the “Chicago Seven"

jury aequitted five defendants|

on the conspiracy charges, the
government dropped  that
charge against Seale, “in the
interests of justice” rather
than try him separately.

The appellate court in Chi-

cago has still not ruled on a)defense or drop the contempt
defense appeal of the convie-|case, it e
tion of five of the seven on . William
charges of  crossing  state
lines with intent to riot,
But ‘last May it overturned| ‘ . 3
the Toritempt Béntances given [termal Security Division, said
Seale, all seven other defend.|vesterday that Seale was aver:

Leonard I. Welnglass, order{ the sort banned by the Su-

st The Justice Department has
tempt charges. . lnow droppéd almost a dozen

At the same time, the appel-
late court sald that since the
government ' had  acknowl-
edged  surveillance of Seale
“relevant” to the contempt
charges, it would have o turn

nd others, rather than turn

eme Court decision,

the wiretap .Ho.ﬁ over fo the

‘Olson, ..gﬁ
attorney general in charge of
the Justice Department's In-

cases against antiwar militants

er wiretap logs to defend-
ts as required by the Su.

\Bince. the Seventh Cireuit

ntempt Charges

has standing to raise a com:
plaint against the wiretapping,
the nine other persons eon-
victed of contempt by Ioff-
man_during the Chicago trial
are still scheduled to he re
tried, The Justice Department
has asked that a judge from
outside the Chicago area be
name to hear those cases.

In the other major case that
had heen pending against
Seale, a Connecticut judge dis-
missed murder .and kidnap
charges in May, 1971, rulins
that it would be “impossible”
to choose a new jury to re-
place the one that was unable
to reach a verdict in the kill-

ing of another Black Panther,

Court found that only Seale
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