U S. Probes

Jredenl lnveaﬁytors,_‘a:e
Tooking ‘into allegations that
_the Bell telephone system in
* 'the Southwest runs an illegal
‘system to funnel hundmds of
‘thousands ot' doilln’ in corpo-

lnvest[gators from ..‘l’ederal
law enforcement agencies and,
from several congre:
‘committees also are known tg
_be taking an interest in the
“case. The National Wiretap-
ping Commission for the Re-
view of Federal and State
wiretapping surveillance also!
is studying associated charges
of illegal eleetronlc surveil-
The aﬂlir be.f_mf !}6
Oct. 17 whe:r ‘one of Sout.h-,

m,ﬂn&a-ym ‘executies, T, Oﬂ
Gravitt, 51, ‘was found dead n!L
carbon monoxide poisoning in
‘the garage of his Dallas home,
The death was m!eé & !micxde.
Gravitt,
who had been in_charge of all
Texas upemtlons—, ‘left  behind
a suicide note note accusing the
company of hounding him
with a massive investigtion of
his husiness dealings and sex
life. The note further accused
‘Bell of making routine politi-
‘cal pqyuffa granting: - free
--phone service and free air-
‘plane rides to elected officials

pomhal donations.

mwmrma is a gnat com-
pared to the Bell aystem."
Gu:vmnld. i -

Bell, meanwhile, dlsmined
Ashlzy,adosefriend of Grav-
itt, as its $55,000-a-year man-
ager of the San Antonio area,

of running a “slush fund”|

Nov. 25, Ashley and Grav-|
tt's wife and two sons, sued
ujhwutemneuand its par-

\ENt company, Ameri
"""9 & .&Whucn.m$

ﬂmpﬂlsm at the
out $30 a month,
A number. of canceled
’ have surfaced recently,
Written by Ashley to various
;‘ olitical . eandidates,  in
omtsofssomalm !




