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A Iocal telephone company
executive has estimated that
between 50 and. 100 national
securily wiretaps were in op-
eration in the Washington
area as recently s January
and that the number of such
wn-emps*has remained rela.
ltively constant here for the
past several years. i %

Earl A. Connor,, sta'& super-
visor of security for Hur Ches-
apeake and Potomac. Teie:
phone Co. and the only C&P
ufﬂclal w;‘lgl bmdlgs requests,
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adesrt)hw ln ‘the past. four
years has the gelephonz com-
pany even required a written
confirmation of such requests
from the director of me FBL
Connor said.

The written cuuﬁrmhlm
“may not arrive until after the
tap already has been placed
on a telephone line following
a telephonic request for such
services hy an FBI nfhual,
Connor added. : ]

The only remm.
change in the procadure for
handling national; security
wiretaps is C&P paliey to bill
u:e.FBI ior sueh aehites;, Con-

- Hesald hewuuld makethe
estlmat.a for each year
now. “I think it is an av-|

tapa.-no reports are
de to any Ilfll.ilsuper!ors

t the taps, and that he
neverttn'neddownm?ﬂl

He said 100 such.

wiretaps were in operation at

one time here during most of
the last three presidential ad-
ministrations. Connor succeed-
ed Hampton upon his retire-
ment,

Connor said he ‘was gtven
the handwritten list of exist-
‘ing taps by Hampton in 1971,
‘and that he makes erasures
;mmfl uddltmns on t!mt same|

Fermar FBI Ilirectur X Ed—

Washington ‘rumor—that Hoo-
ver would order certain taps
disconnected morﬂy bainm
so the number of such taps
would appear small




