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Five Federal Bureau of In-
vestication agents, including
thie head of the bureau’s Rich:
mond office, haue been placed
on admmlstrative leave  pend-
ing the outcome of a ‘grand
jury investigation into an ille
gal Richmond poliee wiretap,
- ‘The action, taken at the di-
rection of Deputy Attorney|
General Harold R. Tyler Jr,
was believed unprecedented
aceording to! Justice Depa.rt-
ment officials.

The action reflected hoth
the department’s. and FBI Di-
rector Clarence M. Kelley's
determination to strengthen
internal controls over the bu-
reau, according to the offi

.' ping lts mundate e
Deparmgnt

A Justice |
spokesman said the decisior ]
place the men on aﬂnﬂnlstl'&-

tive leave with pﬂl" was, th_e
product of several meeting
hetween Tyler and Kelley.

“We have been talking|

about this thing from the be-
ginning and  (Tyler and
Kelley) have been  falking
about what ta do” ‘while the
investigation eontmned the
spokesman said.

The Richmond lnvasugaﬁon
began before a federal grand}
jury there July 21 and is con-
centrating on whether some of
the FBI agents could be in-
dicted for obstruction of jus-|.
tice, according to & source fa-
miliar with the case. The|

‘discovered an illegal

cials. The FBI recently has
been accused by some mem

wiretap on a Henrico County
telephone, outs:de Elchmnnﬂ,

cgn&neﬁng the 'wiretap' an ac-
tion that violated J\.Lsti.ee De-

I t officials
‘have also said that the bu-
reau’s initial report on the
mtappinamﬁf&xtmqm.'

u’g attorney in. mehmnnd. =
the Justice Department called
i‘nr a bmader investigation.
jury investigat-

lng the incident will recon-

vene in Richmond next Mon
day, but U.S. Attorney Wil-
liam B. saidmter-
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day that the investigation
could continue into September
and that possible 'indictments
are not expected next week.

Any indictments of. the
agents would mark the first
time any FBI agent-hns ever
been indicted on - charges
growing out of his official
role, Justice. Department offi-
cials said. Department offi-|
cials also said yesterday thal
the © use - of administrative
leave Is apparently new to the
bureau.

Although neither .Jmt_icel
nor FBI spokesmen would
name, the five indlviduals in-
volved im the action, it was
learned that they were: James
E. Decker, 43, special agent in|
charge of the Richmond office,
his assistant, Li G. Broekman,
and agents Hugh McMenamin,,
Delbert Roberts, and Warren
Delp. All were placed on leave
with pay a week ago yester
day.

A Justice . Department
spokesman declined to say
what percentage of the FBI's
Richmond office was affected
by the action. “The depart-
ment does not disclose the de-
ployment of its agents,” he
said.

Herbert E. Fgoxie. an acting

in the Washington he&dqnar-‘}

ters, was dispatched to Rich-
mond to take charge of the of-
fice, pending the cfm:pletlul'clI
of the grand Jury lnvesﬂga-

tion.

Tbe bureau said it "is not
participating in the handling,
of the inquiry and is not con-|
ducting its own internal . in-

quiry at the present time so as_
not to . interfere with t.he

grand jury investigation.” 1

A former Richmond police-
‘man, working -as a  mainte-
nance man ata Henricl apart- |
ment complex, triggered the
investigation when he noticed
iwiretap equipment in anl
‘ apartment ans summoned FBL
\ agents.

i Delp, McMenamin and Roh
Verts went to the apartment to‘
investigate, but insead of con-
fiscaing the device and re-
porting the incident as a viola-
tion of federal wiretap laws, |

-the device was returned tolf
' Richmond police the source|

i said, It since repurtectly hasl'

{ heen lost.

|- Richmond  Police Chlet

“Frank Duling, refusing to

. comment on the specifics of
the incident, has said that any.
wiretapping by his department |
was unauthorltrzeg Undex;! V;r
‘ginia law, wiretaps mu e
‘approved by state courts and
the state attorney general's of-
fice and then conducted by

‘assistant director or the ¥yl 1

‘ute. It makes it a felony to

“willfully”

- lay, or obstruct the gather]
of information about any fe:
eral crime, Upon convictinn,

State Police, which the Rich-

mond one was not.

- Both Duling and Don How-

ren, the Henrico County com-

monwealth’s attorney, “have
'said they will await the out- |

. come of the federaL [nvesf.iga—

tlon before acung on the al]e- )
gations.
" Since disclosure ut the wire-
tap, a Richmond radio and
clock salesman has said he
was the victim of the mretap
‘and that he plans to sue the
‘Richmond police department
after the grand jury completes
the investigation.

Jamil Ramaden, a native of

_Palestine, has testified before
‘the jury. He has told newsmen

he has no idea why his tele
phone was tapped. He speaks
little Engllsl} and came to the

‘U.S. four years ago to live

‘with relatives in the Rich-
mond area, relatives said. - |

The section of law that the
grand jury is considering is
the obstruction of Justim stat-

misrepresent, de-

& senience of up to a $5,000,
fine, imprisionment of up to'
five years, or both, can be
nposed, - i




