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Fewer than two per cent.of
the violations of federal wire-
tap laws discovered by tele-
phone company ‘employees
havaled to the federal arrest

 prosecution of those re-

spmgible.—fur the taps, accord-
ing to data expected to he re-
leased by the National Wiretap
‘Commission during hearings
heginning today. © - -
' The data,. ‘compiled iur the
commission by’ American Tele-
phone & Telegraph Co. and
the FBI, show that AT&T op-
erating gompan!es found 1,457
|wiretaps on or ‘mear. their
wires and instruments during
the 7' years that ended hst
June 30. SEbes

~ Federal ar:res*ts or prosecu-
tlons resulted in 27 of the
cases; according to the data.
 The cemmisslun, appumted
,joi.nﬂy by the President
Congress, has been invest:ga.t
ing the extent of illegal wire-
tapping {o determine if fed-
eral laws should be stiffened. .
- The inquiry has dismvered
discmpmlesin the ﬂguresln

illegal wiretapping.

~According to the commis-
sion's internal reports and Mi-
chael J. Hershman, the com:
mission’s ¢ hiel investizator,
ATET ‘details on 1,009 of

the 1, ﬁ'r “wiretaps and re-|
pnrted only 6100 of the inci:
dents to the FB =

prosecutions the reports show.
A “small number” of addi-
ﬂnnal ‘cases may have been
prosecuted by !ocal authon-
ties, Hershman sai
. U.S. altorneys dechnecl to
presecute most of the iretap
cases because of lack of evi-
dence or prosecutive merit, ex-
‘plration of the statute of limi-
{ations, or the absence of pro-
.fessloanls being involved in
the installations, the FBI told
the commission.
Hershman said most of lh:!.-L

Wiretap Prosecutlons'
Infrequent Data Show 41

_ bers‘ of wiretaps faund—m
Washington Post Stalf Writer. Following New Jersey Bell
were Pacific Telephone in Cal-
Southwestern |
Bell in Texas (90), and South-
ernBellmHoridauL). =3
Chesapeake & Patmnnc Tel-
‘ephone Co. found two m
taps in the District, 2T
Maryland, and 27 in Vil:g!.nin.
The commission also found
that, wheu askad by a comnus—

ifornia.

sion investigator po.sms as a
local businessman, 42 of 115
private detective agencies sald,
they would provide wiretap-
ping or bugging services or
‘|named another company that
would provide such services,
“This glaringly sl

shows that

in|potential wiretappers feel the
\risk is not great, because en-|
‘forcement 'is not aggressive:
‘enough,” Hershman said.

j

cases in the last catégory in-|
volved spouses edvesdropping
on each other during marital
disputes. He said the Justice
Department  generally doés
not prosecute such’ cases ap-
pavently because it feels “you
lose your right to prIvaw”
| when vou get married.

Breaking down the possiblz'
motives for the 473 wiretaps it
had in its records, the FBI
listed 279 as being “related to
marita.l p];oblems, 34 to other|

lems, seven to em-

ployee onesty, 13 to court-
ship situations, four to unau-
thorized police activity, two to
polities; eight to industrial es-
pionage, 15 to business prob-
lems, and 46 to sexual curiou:
sity, pranks, theft of telephone
service, or other motives,

The FBL said the motives
were unknown in 63 cases.

The 1,009 iaps that A’I‘&T
had data on ineluded 832 on
residence phones, with most of
the rest on business phom:&
Most transmitted over wires,
while a small number trans
mitted over radio bugs.

New Jersey Bell . led AT&T
,opemtinz companles in num-




