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Until now history has not
yielded the answer lo a tan-
talizing question: why didthe
Eisenhower administration
strip the late J. Raobert
Oppenheimer, father of the
atomie bomb, of his security
clearance in 1953 and publicly
disgrace him?

Newly uricovered records
indicate there was an ironie
link between that act and the
loss by a friend of
Oppenheimer of a secrel
document detailing progress
on the hydrogen bomb
program up to President
Eisenhower’s inauguration
Jan. 20, 19533. 7

The friend "was John

From Al
‘Oppenheimer connection
during his research, but he did
not plan to mention Wheeler in
the paper until .after The
Chicago Sun-Times, in an
independent investigation,
uncovered .’ 's name.
What follows is an account
based on The Sun-Times'
inquiry and Holl's paper,
detailing for the first time how
Borden's pique and Wheeler's
misfortune sel in motion the
diaing. o Ompestatoes
isgracing er
a:ﬂm hearing that resulted
in permanent lifting of his
security clearance,

Though friends, Wheeler
and Oppenheimer were on
opposite sides of the debate in
the late 1940s and early 19608
over whether the United
States should undertake the H-
bomb crash program. y

Wheeler, sidin with
Edwar? 'I‘sller anl others,
urged it. Oppenheimer o
posed it out of the feeling u&

country did not yet bave the -
know-how and that con-"
struction of the bomb would be -

morally wrong. He urged

concentrating on building up
. stockpiles of fission weapons

instead of putting too much
“effort into fusion.

In 1851, after Teller and his
associates scored a
breakthrough in theoretical
physies, Oppenheimer
changed his view, and lhe
General Advisory Commiltee
to+ the AEC, which
Oppenheimer chaired,

Archibald Wheeler, a Prin-
ceton University physics
professor who, at the time,
was in charge of theoretical
physics in the Atomic Energy
Commission's crash program
to huild the H-bomb. =
Wheeler lost the doeument,
part of a chronology on H-
bomb progress, during an
overnight train ride from
Philadelphia to Washington. It
is believed that among others
on the train were supporters of
Ethel and Julius Rosenberg en
route to the capital to protest
the death sentence imposed on
the two convicted atom spies.
The - loss + infuriated
Eisenhower gnd led gover-
nment officials_to worry that

the hands of Soviel agents
since, al the time, it was
presumed some of Wheeler's
trainmateés were Communist
Party members.

Neither  Wheeler nor
Oppenheimer, who often

. lunched together in Princeton,

where Oppenheimer was
director of the Institute for
Advanced Study, understood
that there might be a con-
nection between Wheeler's'
loss . and Oppenheimer's

" troubles, which began 11

months later, .
The link ran through
William' Liscum Borden, then
executive director of the staff
of the Joint Committee on
Atomic - Energy. Borden was

ment_would. fall into
i

previous debalvl g;gww

recommended the crash
program be instituted. The
work of Wheeler's group in
verifying Teller's idea was a
key factor in the decision.

The wounds cpened in the

":.Mﬂ 4 .
terhorn, developed ~the
documen:&' hecame, the

design m for the Sarly.

generation of Ameri g

hombs. Thelsawork hel

United States achieve ttn;

;nrlﬁ‘s first H-bomb ex-
osion—a 10.4-megaton blast -

that wiped the Pacific {sland

of Elugelab off the map—on

Nov. 1, 1952,

By that time, Borden, a
World War IT bomber pilot,
Yale Law School graduate and
one of the early writers on
nuclear weapons strategy,
had become ;E: Joint Atomie
Energy : i

over the Soviet Union in
nuclear weapons develop-
ment.

After Eisenhower was
elected, Borden went to work
on a chronology of the U5, H-
bomb program, which he
intended for the new
President, He hoped 1o show
hini that this country was
moving too slowly and spur
the President to demand more
action.

_ The chronology was finished

author- of -the report Wheeler

|

l‘.
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Oppenheimer Ca§e

lost and the principal accuser
of Oppenheimer later in 1953,

The outlines of this story
were contained in a paper
delivered yesterday by Jack
M. Holl, an associate historian
for the Energy Research and
Development Administration,
the AEC's successor, before
the American Historical
Association's annual meeting
in Atlanta,

Holl and Richard G. Hewlett
are writing a government-
sponsored history of the AEC
during the Eisenhower ad-

ministration. They have ac-/

cess to all of the AEC's
classified records.
Holl pieced together the
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Jan. 1, 1903, ana copies ui
various parts were apparently
sent to various scientists
around. the country to be
checked for accuracy. Two
pages were delivered to
Wheeler by special courier.
He agreed-to discuss them
with Borden in Washington on
Jan.7.

On the evening of Jan. 6, he
drove to Trenton, N.J., and
there boarded a train to
Philadelphia, where he
transferred to a sleeping car
for the trip to Washington. «

He entered a lower berth in

a Pullman car, settled in and’

began studying his papers in

"7 preparalion for next day's

meeting,
The Borden chronology was

classified ‘secret.” The rest

of the papers in the same
envelope,
recent interview, were un-
classified.
In the morning he awoke
‘ and, carrying his envelope
with him, went to the lavatory.
. He stuffed the envelope behind
a pipe while he washed. When
he returned to his berth, he
left the envelope behind. When
. he realized he had fo en it,
be returned to the lavatory
and retrieved il. It was still
* behind the pipe.
Back at his berth, he
checked the envelope's con-
* tents. The unclassified papers
were slill there. The secret
Borden chronology was gone.
With a porter, he searched
the car. The papers were not
found. When he arrived in

said in a



Washinglon. he called tne

again. Still the document was
not found.

By the time Wheeler
‘returned to Princeton that
night, FBI agents had already
appeared al his homt and
searched it. Within the next
few days, they also searched
the Matterhorn offices at
Princeton, They are said to
have searched the entire
Pennsylvania Railroad right-

of-way between Philadelphia

and Washington, The

doctiment was never found, |
Alter its loss, the Borden

chronology was reclassified |

from “secret” to “top secret.”

Toward the end of January,
Borden's chronology was
delivered to the White House.
it came to the new President's
attention on Feb. 14 along with
the information from FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover that
part of it had heen jost.

The was furious,
first at Borden's hdilcmm
in pulling together so much
sensitive Information in one
place and second over
Wheeler's loss of part of it

He called in the four sitting
members of the Atomic

and lined

Energy Commission
lhumuplntrontdhisdaak
Eisenhower also called in
R? W. Sterling Cole (R-
.) and Sen. Bourke B.
Hickenlooper (R-lowa), the
two ranking anubhuu on

e gave ys unshirted hell,”
reculied Cole, now a
Washington consultant on
nuclear energy matters,

al:nl.n event, fBorden 8
warning gone for naught.
Eisenhower paid |m|:82g_
- tention to the contents of the
chronology, concentrating
instead on the security

ch.
Later in the spring, Borden,
then about to be replaced as
the Hepublican Party took

control of the joint committes,

requested Oppenheimer’s
dossier from the AEC. While
vggﬂng the chronology he had
un to view Oppenheimer as
one of bt:‘:e serious obstacles in
the H-bomb program.
Oppenheimer's long dossier
was packed with information
on his pre-World War 1T
associations with Communists
and Communist-backed

raised tqgrantlng him t.he
hdgion s highest lecurity .

- The: 1olnt : 't
A .mi't ha evi pronrls s mﬂn. 1 reagyatd;clllnl
d not recom- volved in my own:
mendod any actlon against % 't have the time
. Oppenheimer. “other Tl

But as Borden studied the e
record anew, he began to think g_
of Oppenheimer as a Soviet =7

agent He left the committee
in June and moved to Pitt-

burgh to take a job with
Sop Ll o

‘homb prgogram

lhe fail afler dhﬂnlnl e

'huwm seg the Institate for

registered letter to J. Eﬂar
Howcﬁutrud.
lettcrls
my own ethll.l\!ly
conlldured o?lnlun, based
upon: ttudy of the
i el
mare A
Robert Oppen er is an
agent of the Soviet Unlon, . .
Between 1929 anu:n ml:ml.ﬂ}
more problhly
,Ommhelmu Was a
hardened Com-
M he dlhg vdun-

mr complied wilb

t for such :in-
fa.'ln (This includes the
poulhlﬂilly that when he
singled” out the weapons
aspect of atomic deve
as his personal ty, he
was acting under Soviet in--
structions.)"

For Bprclen. I‘.he key to his
charge was tha ;
“has tlre y [rom
Juu. 31,1960, onward to retard .

3

gt

"the United States H-bomb

program,” ;

Hoover received the letter 3
Nov. 7, 1953. He did nothing:
with it until Nov. 27, when he
sent copies to Adm. Lewis L,
Strauss, AEC chairman,
Defense Secretary Charles E.
Wilson and Eisenhower,

Five days later, the
President still had not seen it.
Wilson called it to his at-
tention. The next day
Eisenhower, apparently to
show he was firmer in deali
with security risks than ha
been Harry S, Truman, his
predecessor, erected a “blank
wall” between Oppenheimer
and the secrets the physicist
had helped to develop.

Wheeler was among those

ng
n chair from which

Advanced Study, replied:

. I-guesd I was a worm in

'~waa nut during
imer's hearmg in
tiﬁodasakeyﬂgm.



