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By deald Kessler
Washington Post Staif Writer
The Jugtice Department and
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy
clashed yesterday over the
number of wiretaps and
“bugs” the government uses
‘on grounds of national secu-
riy. »
Sen. Kennedy released a
Justice Department letter
which he said shows that the
'extent of such wiretapping
and bugging is “substantially
greater” than the government
had led the public to believe.
.: 'The Justice Department re-
“sponted with a detailed denial
of. Kennedy’s “erroneous and,
misleading allegations.” The|
department  statement said‘]
that there/ have never been!
more than 50 wiretaps in oper-
ation at any one time in: the
-1ast three years, except for a
few days in 1969 and in 1970.
The letter released by Kep-
nedy was from: Assistant At-
térney General Robert C.
Mardisn and was the first gov-
ernment breakdown of wire-
taps and bugs in the nation‘ali
security ‘field. ’ g
: The  Massachuseets Dem’_o-!
eract “gaid the ‘numbers are
about’ two to three times
higher than those cited'in re-
_eent statements by {President
“Nixon and Selicitor General'
Erwin N. Grisweld. And the,
duration of the surveillances
is three to nine times greater,
than those authorized by court
order ix{x1 criminal ecases, Ken-
nedy said. |
. AS s:“/hainmm of the Senate’
Subcommittee on Administra-
" tive Practice and Procedure,
Kennedy requested the elec-
tronic surveillance breakdown
~last February. Mardian’s re-
sponse’came March 1. Aides to
Kennedy atiributed the delay
in releasing the letter to inde-
cision on what'tp do with it. .
National -secytity eavesdrop:
.&i)ng is & comstant object of
ntroversy. The 1968 Omni-
bus Crime Act gave the gov-
ernment the authority 'to bug
and tap in major eriminal

' seeurity purposes by ‘the FBI,

. dy’s:-office shows.’

P  Kepnedy: #lso cited a brief

cases with court approval; the
government has claimed the
m to bug and tap without

yurt -grder in national secu-
151 - atters, Whether,  such

eeption ‘of telephoneconversa-
jons, while bugging is elec-
panic eavesdropping-on room
:@ﬁversations, ususlly with a
mitrophone, - .
‘A ccording to Mardian’s let-

ter, the Justjce Department
qp‘ﬁrabed "9 national secutity
tefephone suryeillances and 16
national” sécurity miérophone’
sufveillances in 1970, or a
total of 113 listening devices.i
This compar#g.with 180.court-
anproved devices for the same

|

"Mardian also revealed that
the maximum number of tele
phone taps in use at any given
time during 1970 was 56; the

maximum nuipber of -micro-

phone bugs was six. ' .
The disclosures do not con-
the” wiretap Statistics
annually citet

‘ %% by ‘Federal Bu-
reau of Invesfigation Director
J.-Edgar Hoover. Hoover care-
fully: eouches -his language to
apply .only’ tof the number of,
stirveillances o 4 given day.
“But Ken ‘ﬂszg" “'the
‘Mardiah - figuves “flatly” con-
adick statcgpbpts, on the sub.
ject by Prei iwt. N |
Solicitor Gefteral Griswold. - |
“Last- April; Kennedy. wrote, |
President Nixon told-the an-
“nual conventien -of the Amiexi-
;:nn Society of Newspaper Edi- |
gors: . -
" “Now, in the two years that
“weé have been in office—now |
get this number—the " total
“number - of taps for national

and I know because I look not

_ at-the information but at the
| deeisions that are made-—the

““tptal. pumber of taps is less,
has been'less, than 50 3 year.”

. Mr Nixon compared -this
* pumber with “only- 300 taps”

+ by the FBI through eourt or-
ders over a two-year period, a

. transeript provided by Kenne-

-Justice Department officials

*. have said-that only the FBLin-

+ stalls national securify listen-)
*.inig devices, for the Justice De:

». subtnitted by Griswold ‘to the
> gupreme Court last Septem-
+‘pep, It lsted the number of
Vnational | seeutity < telephone

© taps as 36 for 1¥m. . ‘
> “The apove. figures are
. “lflatly contradicted Dby . .
;- Mardian’s Mavch 1 letter to
" me] in which He réveals tHat

*

b totai of 97 Wwatrantless (na-

+ tiortal security) telephone taps |

were operated in 1970—almost
.double - the President’s figuie
and almost triple the Solicitor

General's figure;” Kennedy |

. Neither Mr. Nixon nor Gris-
. wold' referred to the numiber

- of‘miicrophone installations.

7Kennedy added that he is
“gxtremely = concerned” be-
 eaige Mardian’s letter indi
cates the total number of days
of listening With national seeu-
rity devices in 1970 was thrée
4a:nine times greater than
days of court-ordered listen-
me;. .
i, Barlier related story
" on Page F2.
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