Sunday, Deoc. 19, 1971 THE WASHINGTON POST

ACLU Report Doubts Wirelap Worth

m Los Angeles Times to be distributed by the eral %ﬁcu?,m F;Sam.. Em.nsaon wiretaps. and convic-| were 37 national uoacn@ﬂea
| Government wiretapping is ACLU. totals approximate 822,262 ton-| tions.” operating last March. = -

' gar more pervasive and costly,| Schwartz used ’ wiretapping| versations by 61400 persons) The report contended that) The figure is “highly- mis{
but less legally useful than of-| figures issued annually by the|recorded by 1,90% widden de-| the cost f ge-gver $2 mil- -Jeading.” Schwarts’ said, be-
ficlal figures indicate, an ‘Administrative Office of the vices. EOE lion for federal devices and $1| cause it reflects the number of}
American © -Civil Liberties| U.S. Courts, but expressed| “The percentage of moﬂ&? ‘million for states in 1970—| taps operating at any oney
Union report cofitends, them in totals rather than the | tions per people overheard is|“are grossly understated;,” ex-}time, not the annual total as
The report asserts-that gov- averages in the government|so small” as to be virtually ¢luding the mén-hours to pre- reflected by the figures on
ernment- wiretappers . have report. 8 - | neglibible, = Schwartz - eon- pare applications, to keep rec-| court-authorized installations.
monitored “hundreds of thou- Thus, while the official re- cluded.. e ords and to handle court chal- Schwartz said figures sup-|
sands of conversations by, tens port noted that the 583 state According t the annual re-|lenges, the reportsald. ~~ |plied by Mitchell to Sen. Ea-|
of thousands of people — and federal listening devices ports, the number of convi¢-| = Schwartz also sttacked Jus-| ward M. Kennedy. (D-Mans.};
“many if not most of whom installed in 1970 picked up an tions produced by the wiretap-| tice Department statements on “indicate ‘the fedéral - govern-|,
are quite innocent.” WHO™ | average of 44 persons and 633| ping since 1968 had totaled 257 the extent of national security| ment tapped and bugged three|
Prepared by  Herman conversations, Schwartz caleu- by last Dec.31. - " |wiretapping — wiretapping | times ~as._many days for na-i
m%aw_.ﬁ a law professor wun lated that this added up to Attorney Général John N. without court order that is not tiohal security purposea as it
the state Univ w%@ * N 381,863 conversations by 25,852 Mitchell said recently that be-|included in the ‘annual report|{did pursuant to court order.”{:
York at B &m_% the M 1«% persons. cause of the time lag between totals. R (Kennedy . “has _declined to})
) reportis!” por the 2%-year period arrest and trial, “We have no FBI Director J. Edgar Hoo- make public the correspond-

since Congress authorized fed-| true correlation “as _yet “be- ver told Congress that there jence.) . o o




