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Dear lMr. Welsberg:

I know there is a lot of =uaplelon against Johnson and he's certainly

bn my list of suspects. He's a natural -having the rost to gain -

“and since he is also the one man with the power to see that the case

is solved snd sinee he will not do it, he is chiefly responsible for

the fact that he's on the list, I make no apologlies: What follows
however 1s not an accusation against Johnson but an exercise in reasoning
from a hypothesis, In other woréds, if Johson were gullty, what light
eould this shed on the mechanics of the assassination?

The firat fact to consider is that Johson was riding in the notorcade 1in
an open ear about 15 yards behind the President. He was in almost
exactly the same position in his open Lincoln as Kennedy -was in his.
Where Kennedy was, Johnson would be in about 5 seeonds: in exactly the
SaFe spot. It 18 not after all a matter of yards - or space. 1t is a
matter of a very few seconds - a fractlion of time. You breathe oncein

about five seeonds. What if the trigger finger should stutter?

It therefore seems reasonable to me to suggest that if Johnson was 1n
on the plot, there wasno sort of triangulation of fiTYe -involving rifles
from before or behind or to the right or left of the President's car:
for the simple fact that Johnson himself would be in that exset same
spot in five seconds. We know Johnson's famous penshant for plenty of
life insuranee., Woulé he trust ‘the greatest marksman 1n the world to
miss him by five seconds? He would note.

If Johnson were in on the plot there is only one place he would con-
ceivably have plaeed a gumman to afford the maximum possibillity of
getting Kennedy and no possibility of getting himself: in front of

his Lineoln and behind Kennedy's,firing forward. And this gunman would
not. be stationary, for in five seconds he would have been flring not
forward at Kennedy but forward at Johnson, In short, 1f Johnson was
in on the plot, he wolld have placed a gunman just about exaetly where
I have previously indicated I suspect one to have been on the basls of

other svidence.

Also, suppose Johnson had set about to econcoct a plot to get Kennedy.
Since he would autometically become the chief suspect, there was one
sure way of obviating suspicion: that was to appear to have been 1in
danger himself. He would have had to be in the riotoreade, instezd of
home siek in bed which any respectabld assacsin would prefer., But if
he was_in the motorcade he would have to be 100 perecent sure that he

and his lady were absolutely safe., Only a gunman in front of him firing
forward could afford him safety. Then he would have appeared to have
been in danger by dueking, etc. If Johnson is gulilty he went a little
too far in clutching himself in sueh a fashion as to make reporters
think he had been wounéed; still the first impression given the nation
is important. That more than anything else led people to assume that
Johnson heé been in éanger. In that case, the medal to Youngblood would

have been & little more stage management.

Also, if you are an insider, you can't let it appear to be an insider's
murder. It has to look like an outsider's murder. Polson 1s out. Grenades
would be ideal - but not if you are in the motorcade. You are left with
piatols -an insider's weapon or the weapon of a saerifical lamb., And who
would glve their life for you. Rifles are the natural weapon for outsiders,
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best of all possible worlds: you will appear to use RXXXKmXXX rifles

but ametually you willl use a pistol in close.

As for the rest of the plot, you will make this look llke a leftwing
assassination, The layer underneath that will look like a rightwing
assassination, just in case the top one falls of 1ts own sheer
imppobability (which in fact it did). (Remember you like insurance.)
And you will certainly use other people to do the dirty work for yous
Cuban refugees, rightwing, ganmterdom, the paramllitary, = dissident
wing of the CIA. In fact this second level of the plot which Garrison
is getting at -prdmbly the people who pulled off all the hocus pocus
with rifles, firecrackers, milling sround, etc. -the guerilla operatlon
nay have been caleulated to substitute for the failure of the Oswald-
Hidell-FPCC as fall zuys.

Above all, as part of the original plot, you will eonsummate the coup
{rmediately. Lveryone has fallen all over themselves to congratulate
Johnson on nis swift and conswmate skill in grasping the"reins of
power." But il Johnson were guilty, it makes very good sense too. He
did move like lightning To consolidate his position: the fast move to
Air Force One where the "controls" were and the immediate rerioval to
Weshington to oecupy the seat of government. The dct of taking ten
minutes out to take the oath would have been concelved as part of the
original plot. He would have been president anyea but if the assassin-
ation went wrong in the sitermath, which 1t did, someone nizht have
quibbled. It wouléd have been cruelally important to assume the fornmal
trappings immediately. The nlnute he was sworn in he was fully and
formally PTesldent. And he was safe. And his assoclates were safe.

This is just idle speculation - no doubt - a good basis for a fletlon.
Perhaps you will not mind getting away from the evidenee long enough
to read it.

On the other hand there i thils ruch that 1s serious in 1ts 1 am
inviting anyone who thinks Johnson was in on the plot mrexwhmxkRimk
and who simultaneously thinks there was a triangulation of gunfife
to give up one or the other of the suppoaitions. They don't go
together, in my opinlon.
( p. 159 of his magnum opus)

anchester, by the way”/saems to have found out, ss I deduced, that

the eyclist riding the right rear fender of the President's limosine
did bolt the motorcade lruiediately aflter the shots were fired. This
would have been just as lirs. Kennedy did come over the righttrunk
toward his position reaching, or_polntlng. I wonder if she told Man-
chester of this curious incident? Curiously enough though, Manchester
says the man was Clyde Haygood, Haygood was no where near the right
rear fender. He was baek on Houston street behind Marion Baker.

It seems Manchester hasn't done his homework as well as I have for he
a8 well as the rest of the world has apparently never heard the name
of the man who rode the right rear fender six feet from the President.

Sincerely,

e e A e

Beverly Brunson

I amvlgoking‘forward'vary much to recelving your new book. I did read
§h§<articla in the Times this Sunday. I pray to our Lady of the
niverse and you nay be sure that I harang it it ’

health and W&gl b The They ﬂd,x ’ a“%“°.§35 qulte’a bit about your

L and well being. ‘}ed paild you a very hilgn compliment when they
called you an 'insistent” critie. I would say "persistent." Persistency
is a very.great virtue. It 1s enormously difficult, entails enormous |
sacrifice; and separates the men from the boys, ultimately. S



