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I am home for only e couple of deys and em now leaving
until Christmestine.

T reed your letter snd found it inteoresting, altho
not bLeliasve the Presgident wes shot from &2 clcose oz ¥
Parheps when you read my new book (sent under separate o
you wmay heve some new ideas.

ostel inspsctor sscures me there ie ne cover cn my
s came out duriag the course of an investigsfion of

mail., T
lzinte sbout nondelivery of books msilsd from here.

my comp

Sincersly,

Herold woailsberg



H appenings on a Grassy Knoll

On November 22, 1963, Julia Ann lMercer drove her rented
Valiant toward a triple underpass on Elm Street in Dallas,
Texas. She had passed the Texas School Book Depository
Building when she suddenly found her traffic lane blocked

by a green pilck up truck parked part way up on the curb.
While she waited and through traffic was held up, a man took
what looked like a gun case from the back of the truck and
carrled it up a grassy knoll toward some bushes and trees,
Once, the end of the case caught in the grass and the man
stooped to untangle it. Imagine that: the end of a gun case
getting caught in the close clipped November grass. It got
so tangled in this tough jungle grass that the man had to
stoop down and untangle it.

Later, in the day - we assume, since the time of Mlss Mercer's
observation is not stated - the President of the United

States was assassinated as his motorcade passed along Elm
Street at approximately this same location.

Shortly before the assassination a worker on a rallroad tower
saw, at separate times, three cars crubing in a parking lot
behind the knoll. He noticed them because theycwere all three
unusual or in some way noticeable, Two were caked up to

the windows with mud; two bore Goldwster stickers big enough
to be seen from the tower; in one a man seemed to talking

over a microphone. A gang of suble assassins? Never occurred
to him.

During the shooting that killed the Preslident, observers on
the nearby railrosd overpsss saw a puff of sroke 6 to 8 feet
in the air among some trees on the grassy knoll. The man in
the railroad tower saw something unusual happening at about
the same place. An unidentified man saw '"somebody throw
something into the bushes" at about the same spot. As soon as
the shooting stdpped several policemen - includlng one on a
motorcycle went charging up the grassy knoll. They found

all kinds of muddy footprints and meaningless marks on fences.
But no shells.

Meanwhile, back at the TSBD bullding, strange things had
happened. Two witnesses saw a man, or separate men, with

a rifle in a window of the building ten minutes before the
President's motorcade appeared, During the shooting a
diff:rent man poked a different rifle out of a window on

a different floor and apparently fired two shots. It was
shortly revealed that a Red employed in the building had
brazenly carried to work with him that morning a large brown
bag which could have contained a rifle. Sure enough a brown
paper bag eventually turned up near the window in questlon.
Curiously enough, someone had gone to great trouble to build
a snipers nest of heavy book cartons about the window from

which the rifle was poked out.
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Nov. 30, 1966

Here I am again. You are a very kind man -but also brave;
and I know that what -has dawned on me is golng to dawn on
you and knock you flat out one of these days, -That won't
mean it's right, of course; the danger is in the power of
it to persudde, once’yoﬁéi e. And I really am not sure I
want you to see what I see - it frightens me. :

I caught on to Ramparts on a second glance, I hadn't read
anything but the Kennedy stuff.or seen the journal before.
They are perfect flends and I am developing a love-hate re-
lationship with them. Oh, I hate to make a fool of myself. So
it can only prove salutary.

I arrived at what you must have thought was a crackbralned
sort of bright idea by a slow roundabout route, as you will
see 1f you care to read the attached. I go on the theory
that, like the Fool In the Tarot pack, the only way to get
There from here is to walk off a cliff. In thils case, I
allowed myself to think, What if what Julia Ann Mercer saw
was a staged event: DBecause you know it sounds like it. This
18 not .so fantastic, for there are several indications that
the crime was to be pinned on to a left-wing consplracy =
Oswald-FPCC ~ instead of jJjust one lone nut; prior to the
assassinatlion, that is. Later, they found it to their ad-

- vantage, perhaps, to deny anything happened on the knoll.

I stick by what I say in the attached; except for the part
about Jacqueline Kennedy. 1 make no clalm that it is reasan-
able, I cameupon it whlle dowsing -as one finds that line
that "solves" a poem finally and forever - as a .doanee -
which may sound irrational but which the heart knows xma is
right and the soul refuses thereafter to live without. T
really "believe™ it 1s the expdanation for her vault over
the trunk of the limosine. 1If so, she has a capacity, not
for American "majesty” but for Greek tragedy; and she is
magnificents I did not know this before. ~Later, maybe they
confused her. :

' One more thing, at the risk of boring you furthert if you

were going to kill the President of the United States and
had planned this long and this hard to kill him and had
spent all that time setting Oswald up for the fall, you
could not afford to faill., You would have to be sure beyond
the shadow of a doubt that you would get him, With the
Kennedys you would never have a second chance. And suppose
you killed Jacqueline Kennedy and left Jack Kennedy alive -
which could sc easily have happened with snipers as far away
as the knoll and the TED bhdlding; even if you hit him, you
could have left him alive and her dead. VWhere would you
have hidden then? And the only way to be sure you would get
him would be to have an executioner near enough hot only not
to miss but to blow his head off. '

Maybe you-think they wouldn't have had the nerve to place an
assassin that close; but they would have; they are as crude

and insoclent a gang'of marderers as you will ever come across
in the Becline and Fall. And maybe you think they wouldn't have



got away wlth it even if they tried. But they could have,
with a concealed weapon, a silencer perhaps which didn't

work very well, diversionary shots elsewhere, And they

had the great psychological truth on their side that when

the President of the United States - with Jacqueline Kennedy
athis side - 1s there, no one looks at anybody else. All

it takes 1s gall, a brutal will, and a concealed weapon.

The marksmanship would have been possible too. I have done
"sight" shooting. With practically no practice you can aim

a phstol at a target 20 yards away and hit within a foot of
your target the first time. Then each shot comes closer with
no ailming except pointing. With practice you could become
very goode They would have practiced. They meant to succeed.

Maybe I designated the wrong one. But 1if you study the wounds
especially the head wound you begin to feel pretty sure. Trace
the drawing of the president's head showing the arrow through
the occiput and out over the ear. Then place this head and
arrow, not in the distorted position in which the Commission
puts it, but in the actual positlon that Fprame 312 show the
president's head was in; the arrowhead goes out slightly
upward. Not to mentlon the back-throat wound.

This would explain the Commission's stubbornness. They simply
~-could not see how he could have recelved a right-left, upward
rmissile. So they turned it downward by a gross distortion of
- his position. Az for the patrolman on the left getiting matter
.0n his helmet and windshield, he was riding into it, and the
wind could have been blowing it. Or he might have lied. If
<48 shots were originally supposed to be thought from the knoll.
Several people told stories they got stuck with and had to
repeat Before the commission, even though they no longer fit
the ,case.
2R

\s
And Zapruder 313 plainly shows anf eXp1081on§up rd and forward,
with the explosion over Mrs. Kennedy's face which was above
and ahead of the President's head.

> _
If the autopsy photos are inconclusive skl even indicate that
both of the president's wounds came from the rear right, this
would explain the Kennedy&s hesitancy in callinh the whole thing
a fraud.

Also, I heve shot enough bullets to know a slit 1s characterilstic
of an exit bullet., And the photos of the tollar of the shirt
show, or seeri to, that the slit .on the buttonhole side, or
top part of the overlap, is higher than that on the button or
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Is it necessary to point out that assassins may have theatrical
talent? That assassins would not park a truck part way up on

a curb and then remove what looks like a gun case from 1t and
walk about with it? That the end of a gun case cannot become
entangled in the grass, and that even 1f it did, a good Jerk
would release 1t? That assassins desiring to place a rifle on
this grassy knoll would have driven in the back way on the park-
ing lot and no one the wiser? That assassins are not likely

to make their cars sugpicious by covering them up with mud
putting big Goldwater stickers on them and talking on mlicro-
phones? That assassins are too busy shooting and getting

away to throw anything into the bushes? Apd what would they
throw anyway? That modern rifles smoke very little and on

a windy day are not like to smoke 8 feet in the air? A fire-
cracker is far more likely to sitke at that height, 1f it 1s
thrown there. Diversionary tactics? Many thought they heard
firecrackers, many experienced gummen in that motorcade.

Is it necessary to point out that a serious assassin should

not stand with his rifle in full view of a crowd ten minutes
before his target comes into view? That an assassin would

have smuggled his rifle into the building secretly and not

have brought it to work with him that morning instead of his
lunch? That he i1s unlikely to spend time and waste hls energy
building a huge snipers nest - and boxing himself up in a oorner-
for 6 seconds of whimsical shooting? Theatrics.

Critics of the Warren Commission's Report on the assassination
of President Kennedy are justifiably angry that the Commisslon
refused to consider the blatant evidence that sonething was
going on on the grassy knoll, but have they considered the
improbability - the sheer theatricality-of that evidence?

Have they considered the possibility that, prior to the assass-
ination, the assassins deliberately tiried to draw attention to
the knoll and that it was only later that they decided 1t was
to their advantage to drop the matter?

But if it was the intention of the assassins to draw attention
to both the TSBD building and the grassy knoll, where were
they drawing attenticn from? Who fired the shots that killed

Presldent Kennedy?

The witnesses nearest to the sixth floor window of the building -
Jarman, Norman and Williams on the fifth floor - admitted to
hearing only two loud blasts from above. Patrolman Foster and
another witness Royce Skelton who were on the overpass each

saw a bullet hit in front of the limosine = one on the turf,
the other on the cement. They felt these shots came fromthe
buildinge. But if the assassin in the sixth floor window shot
twice and missed twice, who shot Kennedy, and who shot Governor
John Connally in the back? DBecause he knows he was shot in the
back, and his doctors know he was shot in the back. Who shot
him? Nobody on the knoll.



A bullet thatstruck a curb and rebounded to strilke witness
James Tague in the cheek apparently came from the knoll. If
80 the marksman was a poor shot for Tague was 270 feet from
the limosine. He should haye stuck with the firecrackers.
"We'll shoot off a couple of firecrackers to sighal the start
of things." Why not? I bet you could find this plot written
in a book somewhere. Like in those thrillers the CIA keeps
on flle for possible plots.

It is time now to consider the wounds suffered by the President
and Governor Connally. (I won't believe anything the Commission
says unless there is a picture or some other very good reason
for believing 1t.)

There 1s a round hole in the back of the President&s coat about
5% inches down from the collar and 1 3/4 inches to the right

of the middle seam, 1There are two slit type holes in the

overlap of the shirt collar in front. In spite of the fact

that the Commission says so, and the Dallas doctors originally
thought the throat wound was an entrance wound, a slit type

hole is typical of an exitlng bullet. A small round hole is
typical of an entering bullet. To use the Commission's words,
this is "consistent with" a bullet that entered the president's
back and exited from the throat, provided that bullet moved

on a sligghtly upward and leftward trajectory. Where would such

a bullet have gone had 1t travelled Such a course. Well, it
would have smasked into the windshikéd where in fact such a
defect was dlscovered, slightly to the left of the central

rear view mirror which was also nicked. VWhy didn't such a bullet
strlke the second and intervening windshileld between the Conally's
and the front seat. A UPI photo I have shows Governor Connally's
hand through that window waving. It may have been rolled down.

About a second and a half later -almost the time 1t takes to
fire a revolver twice -Connally was shot in the back shoulder
near the armpit. A shot fired from the Depository building
oug¥to have exited in thcgf%om part of his rib cage as the
Commission's re-enactment{sriows., Instead it smashed his fifth
rib, and tore out through«his right chest below the nipple.

The Zapruder film shows that his right wrist, which was also
struck, was top backward and up sgainst his chest. The bullet
entered the wrist lower than it exited, two inches above the
wrist on the top side and about one inch from the wrist crease
on the thumb side. It was travelling upward or level when it
exited from his chest. However, 1t may have originally traveled
on a slight downward couse through hls chest, %&t‘ﬁot at enough
of a downward angle to have been fired from fﬁ all”building.

It appears that the gun that shot Governor Conally and the gun
that delivered the first bullet to President Kennedy may have
been located in approximately the same location, to the rear
and right of the limosine, but not very much higher than the
top edge of the convertlible, provided that locatlon was mobile.

The bullet that struck the President 1n the head and killed
him entered the right occiput and exited, going leftward
gEEmeringxand upward, according to the autopsy surglon's
diagram. Apd according to the position of the President(s
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head in Zapruder frame 312 such a bullet would have travelled
on a level or slightly upward course; in no case could it have
been fired from above, And frame 313 of the Zdapruder film
which shows the President as he was struck shows an exploslion
of light moving upward and forward across Mrs. Kennendy's
face, obscuring it from view.

Therefore, the gun that delivered the brainsmasher to the
President, could have been located in approximately the same
locatlon as the one that delivered the first wound to the
president and the wounds to Connally. Provided that location
was to the right rear and slightly below or just even with
the edge of the convertible, and was moblle, maintalning ap-
proximately the same speed as the convertible.

The Bommission knhew positively that there was no place for

a gunman and gun to be to have fired shots from that loca=-
tion; so they disregarded the evidence, one-third of it that
is, that that sald the bullet came from level or slightly
below the convertible,

Was there such a place for a gun and gunman to be placed?

In thils connection we might recall that Agent Clinton Hill
sald that the shot that shattered the President's head
sounded like a shot from "a revolver hitting a hard object".
Hill would know the sound of a revolver since he would be
required to practice regularly wilth one. A _ent Gpreer who
drove the limosine thought the shot was a backfire from

one of the motorcycles flanking the right of the car.
Jacqueline Kennedy thought the first shot was a motorcycle
backfire. Agent John Ready riding the right front running
board of the followup car thought the first shot came from
"right off my post on the right front fender." Conally
thought the first shot came hrom above. DBut he didn't look
up. He looked directly back over his xighixxit right shoulder,

Which brings me to a minor mystery. What was Jackqueline
Kennedy golng for off the right trunk of the limosine? Not
for help because her agent, Hill, was coming up rapidly on
the left, and had, in fact to pull her away from the right
side of the trunk. Was she, as Hill suggested, going after
a portion of the president's head blown off in that dir-
ection? IHer position, face downward, in frame 312 of the
Zepruder film shows that she 1s unlikely to have seen any-
thing fly off the right trunk of the limosine. And that
explosion was forward anyway - it spattered Governor and
Mrs. Conally.

Mrs., Kennedy is a passionate and vindictive woman. Ghe 1is
also an athlete with guick instinctive accurate reflexes,
Why did she move 86ward the direction of the shots? Was
she going after a murderer?

e



)
il

I .(j«L._7 /:Tf)t.q«,@,.{f 74



