oy podons Gectfie

Uear Jim,

9/25/71

your lutter of letter ot the 20th, could not be vettere. Ihad come t.: the cnd of a
chapter in editing somc old work, had worked cleaning up cur road front for winter until
winded, then got the mail as the rural carrier came, and yours is the only letter requiring
answer, so velorc returning to work I'11 answer it in haste,

Fran.ly, « hod forgotien your offer of the usu of your bong beach home. Because at
some poiunt i'd like to resuue my He0sinvestigations, I wonder if Intervtate 10 has been
completed to the point where the travel-tinc is not now too great? Or if if is secure
enoush should 1 ve able to accept your ofrer, for longer, weekend=-louy, perhaps, interviews?
should it be possible, there are vowe 1'd like to be able to conduct in this dupthe Fossibility
also includes my having nougi: tiwme, should 1 geu there and should i ve able to get a car,
which 1'd not be able to rente Last tiwe . did it down luves  wud for oinly -two days and a
20u~-mile trip, it cost we over «bHUe

Sorry you didu't get iRallu=Ur from nee We sund thoem out the day we gr. tue orders
and handle and pay postage and insuranc. for oudy 50¢ auuede

You iay nave an importaut poiut in .chti sutler's having made a separate tapee 1
thing L heard oi uids besore, posuivly from you. lou are correct in all details in your
appraisal o: sutler, but you uay wndercstimate a bit. I have no proof, no more than a
suspicion, but LI think he also finked for the State Unamerican comudtee in racial matierse
1 have met souw lelt=winger who say he fung out with them rpior to his right-wing public
identification, prior to Lila dayse Which really means just betor: Uswald's rcappearance,
I'd estiiate. They never kept thoir promise to scarch them recol.ections and fil. mc 1.

fThere could be legitimate reasous for having Rehtt maxc o scparate tape, onc veing
editin. anu anovher in ourt what you suspect and iu part a continuing dialoguc af'ter the
taping oif the show. lowever, whateveir tic reason, your hunch is worth foliowing and could
produce worthwhile information, the ouc question, asidc frow ticelr wiliinzness to tell you,
bein; their willingness or perhaps ability to tell the truth. In the onc conrrontation 1
had with him, 1 dic get Sutler to adwit he is a liar. I would add nonstop liar. lie makes
thing: up as he goes as they secu likely to be: what he's like to be trues

i've forgotten which of the recorus 1 havee 1 belicve it is the L.W¥a ones 1 also
have, L belicve, the unedited tape of the showe. 1'd probably have trouvlc finding it nowe.
and I recall anu t ink I discussed in U In &0 the lascle over the poot-assassination debates
record auc a suit over one,.

Is it vois-ible he and Uswald talkeu pefore the show? rrobable, the question being
the length o tice, dot unusual at all. nost people do not get to stations at the iast
minute. 1 do not recall anyome considering the possibilities thet shett's tape might hoid,
but with sutler not having used it, 1'd suspect that cither it is, as he sees 1%, of no
value, or, i he just forgot an' teey listen whe . you ask, they'll not v cnd nay ninuse
thenselve. o L' not worry about the lutter posuibility were 1 yous 1'd try for ite

I'd seen the soggs quote bulorc. Ythers naw the Comaisgion idea, incluuing a LU
radio station, which aired ite. it was onc of the ouvious alt.rnatives, Fortas secems %o
have handled this for LBJ,.

T think it is OSWali SPL&Ks that + have. I'a ignore almost anything from Bood, who
is no vorc dependable on political matters than Butlere Iowev.r, there is no doubt about
three things: sutler did appear before Dodd's Com ittec, it has not publishec \and will not
release)his "testimony"¥, and no copies in in the Warren Comiscion fii:se One of the more
likely possibilities is that it is too terrible, Tor sutler knew nothing, and what he
might have imagined might have terrified everyone, In writing a blurb, aside from his

golitical‘bias, Dodd could just have wade an honest uistske. But it is interesting that
was reminded of Van Der Lubbe, which i'c forgotiens



four interpretation of the Heichstag-fire affair is esscutially correct, but it was
not part of an anti-liitler plot,

If I do not have the leaflet in wiieh sutler claims to have becn called belore the
Jarren Commission, I'd ap reciate a copye. I'd then ask for the reports or transcript, which
I think would show he lied, not existing. Ihe trip was beiore the WC was appointed, unless
there wara second one, in fact, the #5I scems to have padid rewarkably scant attention to B.
I have secn nothing to incicate they got any tape from hime I recall Arncsto Hodriguez
and Stuckcy as acknowledged sources frow 55 files and 1 su:peet the FBL got it duwsediately
from #LsU, as soon as it was aired if not af Ler taping.

It is possible to take jacketblubbs too literally. vhoy are ifequently sade up by
artists who know little about the content. Hence .there is the possibility that ref, to
the liouse Jorcign affiars Comrittee and to an "interview" could be innocent exaggerations,
But I doubt very much if Butler did not arrvange this trip. 1 think it was his ticket to what
for him is fame and he used it cvery way he could,

O the two possibilities with srs. B, askin: for the Eehtt tape and his IS
testimony, gmdimm.mm‘memmwyth(meymlmmeMﬂp Tou could ask them to apply
Jnat to the cost and bili vou for the reste I see no possibility she could be less truthe
ful that Sutler. I think thi. better than writing to him. If she is unproductive, vou
might'thcn take it up with hime so, to answ.r vour question, you arc not off the track and
L don ¢ know auyone who loosked into the Rhett tape. I woulan't worry abo.t "tinping him of f"
about anythinge Let e evaluate any response for youe. Hor do 1 know of any nroof that he
and LHC et on any other occasion. it is not imposeible, but 1 have no reason t- spspect it
+ooHoW do you imow Gil got Clh $%97...In those days, most INCA ud from CUchsner...Butler
should have inown about the camps before the 7/31/63 raid because they had been reorped,
including by Stuckeye...l do not believe "that Butler knew about and/or supported the plansg
for the agsassination”,

There arc pussibilities in foliowing up leads on sutler that, in every int.rest,
1 should wot slert you to. I don't want you to be in the position of going out and
looking for things to est blish my coneupt of a possibilitye itds is not the uay to
investijate at this juncture. 1t would be much botver if what L believe pos:sible came out
all by itself, without your conscious digging e + haveample reason to believe the posuibility
can be the facte It gould not be hurtful to sutler were it trues

buess that's all Tor now, again thauks and :ood luck.

vest,



