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‘Fooling Around’ Held

Cause of F atal Blast

By Philip D. Carter
Washington Post Staff Writer-
BEL AIR, Md., March 10
‘=—Maryland state police the-
orized today that a black

activist, “fooling around”

-with a powerful bomb, aceci-
dentally. blew himself his
driver and their borrowed

car fo shreds near here late

Monday night.

The theory, based on evi-
.dence gathered at the scene,
-was offered by authorities
as a tentative explanation of
the deaths of Ralph Edward

Featherstone and his un--

identified passenger. )
" The same evidence, some
black spokesmen here ar-
gued, could just as easily
point to murder,

There - iz not much evi.'

dence to go on. After more
than 12 hours of labor, police
‘were still poking through
shrubs and grass for secat-
tered - remains of the men
and their car this afternoon.

The dismembered hodies
were in the Baltimore
morgue and the twisted
‘remnants of the car in the.
garage of the state police
barracks at Benson, three
miles from here,

On the strength of evi-
dence gathered by this eve-
ning, Lt. Col. Thomas Smith,

. chief of operations for the

Fe l’“y“}"-i £ 5

Marylsnd state police, con-
cluded that the dead men
were “transporting” a bomb
when it exploded. Dr. Wer-
ner Spitz, a pathologist with
the State Medical Examin-
er's office, supported that
“view,

“The examination of the

" vehicle by our experts . .

indicated that there was a

. stronger possibility it was

transported than that it was

an explosive, device put '

there by somebody else,”

~ Col. Smith declared.

Although he acknowl-
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Lower arrow shows Rite,
1 site where two Negro
men were killed when
their car was demol-
ished by a bomb explo-
sion.

% edged that “I'm no 1explcsivre
s »' Dr. Spitz con-
G i m “The puttgrn ‘of the
. injuries suggest the conclu-
‘= ' gion  that the - explosion
- ltarted at that point where
»¢ the passenger in the right
il front seat-had his feet,” he

oo 1 " W

" blast,” a “substantial explo-
: uiont"' And “as such” he said,

coul&’be hidden.! ..
| guestionin

¥plosive device
.—ﬂnder the front seat or in

- the CAD. i
%1 tend. to belleve the ex-
slosion came as he (the uni;
gentiﬂed ‘passenger) bent
-"q ~downward with his hands in
:;hirontofhim e RS
st

‘ Death said Dr, Spitz 'was “
caused by a "tremendous

_don’t. think it ,ahe,bomb) -

!iilc’i he do ubtgg,mtgq; g

ful could have been hidden |
g+ —‘thc gloye . compartment Of

“Other criterln " he said '
};3- s "don’t substantinte" the pos- |

g
T

ve been hidden under the
g E!.altomohlle floorboard, Dr.
- Spitz said. He did not ela-
porate

Gonclusinn Grounds

"Both men said they had
. based their conclusion on
‘the ‘conditions of both car
‘and 'the victims, Feather-

* his right arm in the blast.

cording to the police theory,
‘was crouched over the
‘bomb when, it exploded—
lost both arms, -both legs,
‘his jaw and part of his
'ikull Dr, Spitz said.
During his post mortem,
‘Dr. Spitz said, he found
. ¥pieces of metal of all sizes
.and shapes embedded in the
- body of the passenger ” In-
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and - plain pleces of metal.”
He added “he did not have

“sibility that the device may -

“The other man—who, ac-

cluded, he said, were “rivets:

stone, said Dr. Spitz, lost
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a bone in his body that was
intact.,” -
The = explosion ocecurred

- Just a quarter of ‘a mile

south of the Bel Air city
limits, at the intersection of
business route U.S. 1 and. a

Featherstone, police said,

- quiet ' country lane called
‘ Tollgate Road.

was driving south from Bel

Air inm a borrowed 1964
white Dodge Dart.

At the time of the explo-
sion, according to state po-
lice Major Paul J, Randall, a
state trooper named Richard

Alvin Lastner was driving °

200 yards ahead of Feather-
stone'scar. Lastner heard
the explosion, Randall said
and drove back to the blast
site, ‘

There, he and the pla-
toons of officers who soon
joined him found the two
men's smoking remains.

The front wheels and en-
gine of the car, witnesses re-
called - today, were blown
about 150 yards south on
U.S. Rte. 1. The roof of the
car was hurled over and be-

hind the 18th century toll °

house that stands at the
roadside 10 yards from the
explosion site. - : :
The rear end of the car
was knocked northward
many ‘yards. - Scraps . of
metal, " few larger, than’ as-
man's fist, were scattered
around a 150-yard redius.
The . .windows. of the old
 ‘were blown out,

and 'its = green . shufters
jarred from thei.n-haaleg |
Origin of Blast | =~ =1
As reassembled ip- the ga-
rage of the state palice bar-
racks, the 'car's wreckage
showed definite signs of a

_massive . . explosion . some-

“where near the right front

seat. y r

'The floorboard 'on that
side was missing, The right
side of the engine seemed to.
have been ripped wup and
away. 'The right door
seemed to have blown out-
ward with great - violence.
The car’s drive shaft seemed
to have been bent down-
ward. - A

“We're not talking about a
couple of sticks of dyna-
mite” Col. Smith said as he
showed the wreckage to
newsmen. “This was a hel-
luva powerful force.”

Among pieces of evidence

ow frames shattered

— -

retrieved by police, Col.
Smith said was a letter ad-
dressed to “Campanero
Rolf” from a man who
signed himself “Roberto.”

' Smith, ' who would mot
show the letter to newsmen,
said it “remarked about
. their visit together.” There
was an “indication,” he said,
that the le}ter came from
Cuba, addressed to Feather-
stone. :

" Another document , re-

covered, Smith said, was a

three-page typwritten “revo-
lutionary” message that was
“enough to make us feel this
fellow was involved in some
way in a revolutionary black
o L :
The message, he said, in-

rcluded “stuff about guns

and dynamite” and remarks
to the effect that “if we die,
we die.” by

He said the document was

,composed in. a ' “literary”

and “rambling” style and
that it was niether signed
nor addressed to anyone.”

Smith said there was one
eye-witness to the explosion, *
whom he would not identify,
He said another man and a
companion, on ' their  way
home from a nearby bowl-
ing ‘alley, had just turned
left on Tollgate Road in
front of Featherstone’s car
when the: explosion “lifted
his car up,” he did not iden-
tify those witnesses, either.

A shell service station di-
agonally across the highway
from the explosion scene
had closed at 11 p.m. and
was not attended at the time
of the 11:45 incident.

Nearby _residents heard

:he explosion and rusned to
he scene. Their version of
vhat they found matched
that of ploice, -

Some black spokesmen,
however, specilated that the
victims had been murdered.
They suggested that the ex-
ploded car may have been
ambushed at the intersee-
tion by bombers, or was sab-
otaged by a bomb hidden
under the ear’s floorboard
or by the front seat or in its
glove compartment, |

“I think that Smith’s in-
formation doesn't necessar-
ily prove. anything” said
Walter Lively, a black activ-
ist from Baltimore. “We
think an explosive was el-
ther planted or thrown into
the car.” : |

He suggested a third pos-
sibility—that the car had
been stopped, the two men!

'bludgeoned to death, -and

then both the car and its oc-
cupants blown up. i

“We want all avenues.in-
vestigated,” ' Lively = said.
“We don’t want the police to

push the idea that here were

“two fools, who at the same

time were experts in explo-

- sives, who just hlew them-

selves up.” :
In an evening press con-

ference, Smith of the state

police stuck fast to his view.
The car’s passenger, Smith
said he believed, was bent
over working on the device
when it went off. He said he
was still open, however, to
“other possibilities,”

Two men assigned to mili-

-tary explosives units noted.
| at the outset of an interview

that it was difficult for them
to form judgments merely
on the basis of deseription.

. Force Cited

One said that the force of
the explosion apparently .
was so great that it would
be extremely difficult to de-
termine where the device
had been located in the car.

It appeared to him that
“too much was missing” and
that the explosive would
have ‘“demolished every-
thing no matter where it
was."

The second expert said it
might be assumed that the
missing section of floor-
board was an indication that
the bomb had been placed

eneath it. )

From the information
given him, he said, there
was no' way to conclude
whether the device was in-
side or outside the car.



