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Expert Fears Violence in U.S. Is Going to Get Worse|

By WILLIAM K. STEVENS

“A psychiatric specialist in the
study of violence said  yester-
day he saw in the current wave
of New York City bombings the
onset of a period of American
neo-anarchisman era of “group
violence” based on a collective
sonsciousness of society’s ills,
but fired by individual feelings
of loss and hurt. = -

“And I'm afraid it's going to
zet worse,” Dr. David Abraham-
son said in an interview in his
sffice-apartment ‘on Fifth Ave-
aue at 85th Street. As he spoke,
suildings - farther downtown
were being evacuated because
of bomb threats,
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the deeds of Nazis, old-time
anarchists and Presidential as-
sassins, Dr. ‘Abrahamson sug-
gested, v
I Dr,,- Abrahamsen is the
author of “Our Violent Society,”
a study of American violence
published last Jan. -28. He
testified on political assassina-
tion before the National Com-
mission on Violence and serves
as an overseer of the Lemberg
Center for the Study of
Violence at Brandeis University.

Metesky Case Recalled

In the late nineteen-fifties, he
(carried out a 'court-instituted
psychological examination of

George Metesky, the “mad
bomber” who planted 47 bombs
in public places in the city be-
tween 1940 and 1956. Jang
- Metesky, now in a mental
hospital, was diagnosed as a
paranoid schizophrenic, and
therefore a  psychotic, _Dr.
Abrahamsen said, “But these
people who throw bombs don't
necessarily have to be psy-
chotically insane,” he added,
“They’ may merely be highly
dissatisfied ‘persons = with a
grudge against society.” -
Metesky’s specific grudge
was against the Consolidated
Edison Company, his one-time
employer, which he felt had
hurt him personally by failing
to compensate him properly
when  he was accidentally
gassed while in the company’s
service. ;

The fundamental grudge of
todl:]}):s _politically  oriented
bomibers, who may or may not
be psychotic, is directed against
society at large, Dr. Abraham-
sen said. g

This grudge, he went on,
grows out of something  per-
sonal—“some hurt, some’ loss,
disharmony in the family, disap-
pointments, personal grudges.”

-Somehow, Dr. Abrahamsen
said, the bomber “twists his
own personality conflicts into
believing something is wrong
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|/ any event, he said, the
politics of violence is an expres-
sion of “the most violent and

rimitive emotion — revenge;
ere, revenge against society.”
- [+“We, live in a climate of vio-
lence in America,” he added,
“and where you have a climate
of violence, everything goes.”
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““We don’f know the answer,” -
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“ - . Ry b The New nricTirnes (by Edward Hausner)
AT GENERAL TELEPHONE BUILDING: A plumber surveying damage on 21st ﬂoor before' starting to make repairs
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* AT SOCONY MOBIL BUILDING: A policeman views bomb damage througll hole in ceiling




