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BEL AIR, Md.,’ March" 8-

Pretrial sparring in the case

of H. Rap Brown, charged i

with arson and incitement to
riot in Cambridge, Md., nearly,

three years ago, began on .

schedule here today, but the
defendant was absent,

William M, Kunstler, chief
attorney for ‘the young black
militant, said Brown was 'due
here tontght and.would be \n
court on Tuesday when pre-
liminary matters.are conélid-
ed and jury selection begihs.
That process is expected to be
]ong and difficult.

“Kunstler ‘renewed’ his chal-
lenge to an “Eastern Shore

judge’s ‘‘unusual ~action in
transferring ~ the trial here’
from Cambridge over the

strenuous objections of the'de-:
fense.  Kunstler said that ac-
tion was unprecedented in
Maryland. "\

“In a ‘shift of tacties, he re-
quiested that Harford County
Cireuit Court judge Harry E.
Dyer Jr., who is hearing the
case, ask the Maryland Court
of appeals to rule’ 'Hefore 'the’
trial “begins on the legality of
the removal of the trial frnm
Dorchester County.

A “Good” Point

#Kunstler’s . legal argument |
on this ‘point ‘was :“a good
one,” . Dyer said from the
bench. The judge added that
hé. found i

stead of earlier,.
earlier. . g

.The - judge s%ud
rulé early Tues
other motions.
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he served as.ghief: chunse} at|
the recent h:xa}of the Chluago
Seven, was réstrainbd and‘eqr,*
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torney Willlam Yates II, and
Assistant’ Maryland Attorney
General John = P. Garrity,
trying the case for the state. |
There were Jno, repqrts, Fof
any disorders or dlsruptmns
today in this I.it.tle town . 15
miles northeast of Baltimore.
Although the 90-seat . court:)
room in the -Harford County
Courthouse was packed with
reporters and: rspectators «—
many of them black—crowds
outside remained small. A
handful-of ¢ demonstdfors
marehed; ear: ymg pmk;t
si and - some. made
'g;ggﬁxﬂ -police and . sher-
piities 'mtched
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T.~ Agnew:as a. witness. e 2l

A when' 411;95
|and ““disarder.  broke out..in,
Cambriﬂge after ‘a speech by

kLT »b—“u- PRBE A 2 =i

.. and order,

trs Bruwn on July 24. He subse-

quently .said that -whoever

icaught' Brown should “lock
- him up and throw away the
key.” Brown was arrested sev- |
- eral days later in Virginia.

Kunstler said Agnew would
be subpoenaed “like any other
citizen—he has material and

- relevant testimony.” But he

said that even though the Vice
President ‘“says he's for law
which means a
_ legal-trial,” he did not expect
“ him to honor the subpopna’

.., "Kunstler and associate de-
. fense- counsel _
“argued strenuously that Har-

Carl Broege

ford County is not the proper
~ place ‘to bring the 26-year-old
leader of the Student National
Coolrdinating Comm.ittée to
trm

" | “Not the Place”.

“Harford County is not the
place  to' wash Dorchester
County’s « dirty linen,” Kun-
‘|stler said.

vThe ‘population of" ~Cam-
bridge"is one-third Negro, hé
said, which would give Brown
a certain constituency, Bel Air
|18 "at least 85 per cent white,
and Brown's attorneys said
today that loeal pervousness
and resentment about the trial
would make it impossible to
p1ck an impartial jury.

“Kunstler said he found Bel
Air's ‘apprehension “justifia-
ble" declaring that “if T lived
in Harford County I would re-
sént. the fact that another
county” sent the trial here.

J“»The change of venue was

nted by Dorchester County
J dge. C. Burnam Mace after
“attorney: “Yates  de-
that a fair and untrou-

“bled trial could not be held in
siden, mﬁq’acmﬁndgg, .an Eastern Shore

with ahhistory of ‘racial
i&n ¢n_.h B g 'l ».‘-
a«Yates---said today“ that if
I.heree,wgs prejudice ’in, Har-
fortfrCounty about the trial it

:gas dﬁ'ected at Kunsglep, not
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mamy attetneys who are just
as comipetent” as Kunstler, he
said; ‘andv suggeated that Kun-
stler? should Yemove_ himself
from ‘the, case, The suggesuon
wentfinheeded: -+ i
. I other, pretrlal ‘motions,|
Kﬂnﬂﬂer" ‘and * Broege - chal-
&;tag_eﬁii ,,,Bt;& ft;rm ;g{t&i Dt:rchf-
u ctment o
Br’gg an% asked that the
state make ayailable to them a
tape recording of Brown's 40-

?}'Pwn Mzsses Start of th Tnal|

nute sp eet;h

'}m!éa ;‘r and “qurlty agreed to
i {7 Kunstler-hear the record-
mg"‘p ivately  before it is of:
;{ered ‘as ‘evidence. “You're in-
“teiligent and reasonable men,”
rDyP.rJ» told. the lawyers. “I'm

re yﬂu can work it out.”

After the noon recess, how-
ever, Dyer sharply chjdec_l
Kunstler and Broege for re-
turning to the courtroom five
minutes late. ;

“I believe it will be the last
time for such tardiness,” the

judge said, remarking that it
is his normal practice to fine
an attorney $1 for each minute
he is late.
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