Bomb ThreatsFlood DaC.,‘Md.;

Rap Brown Sald to Be 111 N Y

'nconrmsml:mur ,4
eats in W
'_day forced the evacuation of
#buildings and prompted officials,
concerned by two major explosions in as

many days, to impose nnusually tight Be-

curity measures

There were at least ‘nine telephoned

bomb warnings in the District of Colum-
bia, In Baltimore police reported 10, and
the Prince George’s County courthouse
was emptied for 90 minutes after a wom-
an told police her husband was “going to
blow the ‘second floor to bits.”

Police reported no progress in pinpoint-
ing the cause of the explosion that took
the lives of two associates of H. Rap
Brown in Bel Air, Md., on Monday night
and forced postponemenft. of Brown’s trial,

~ Cambridge, Md., the scene of a blast
that ripped open the Dorchester County
courthouse early Wednesday, was quiet
yesterday, Police appeared to have re-
treated from an earlier statement that
they were seeking a young white woman
as a suspect in the case. They said they
simply wanted to question the woman.

Generally, police did not view the
telephoned bomb threats with unusual
alarm, although the occupants of each
threatened building were notified and
the premises searched. Lt. Col. Thomas
S. Smith of the Maryland state police
said the threats have become briefly
“fashionable” and are expected to sub-
side.

. See THREATS, A9, Col. 1

mmL i

i‘ﬁ has  been told thatH.Ra!Bruwn.

- whose whereabouts have been unaccotnt-
. ed for since at least Sunday, hnoreturned
=it hisManhattan apa.rtment Wil

- /There was no- imme.diitd bonﬂrmaﬁon.

. 'Assoclates |of Brown 'had either ‘ex

pressed fears for his safety or felt that
he was in hiding, since Monday when

+ he 'did not appear for the outaet of a

trial in Bel Air, Md.
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|
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The' official’s report .came in _a~~re- 5

sponse to guestions put to him after-a
Justice Department source said that the

FBI has been trying in vain to find Brown

for the past two weeks. The official’ and
the FBI denied that report. & '

A few friends and family members say
they have 'communicated with Brown
within the last two weeks. Brown’s at-

torney, William M. Kunstler, said Brown'’s '
wife reported that he left his /Harlem _

apartment Sunday afternoon for a leis-

urely drive to Bel Air, where he xs"' ]
- scheduled to stand trial next ‘week,

3

|
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But the ' mysterious’ disappearance of'
the controversial national chairman of -

the Student National Coordinating ‘Com-

‘mittee had stirred speculation that he has

fled to foreign exile, sought asylum in a

foreign .embassy, fallen victim to  foul
play—or has merely decided to drop out
of sight until his trial opens. 4 -

Charged with inciting to riot and arson
after a July, 1967, blaze in Cambridge,
Md., Brown originally was expected to
appear in Bel Air's Harford County
courthouse Monday. 3

See BROWN, A9, Col. 1




BROWN, From Al

That night two of Brown's
associates died mear Bel Air
in the massive explosion of a
bomb in their automobile.

Maryland state police said
they believed the two men
were “transporting” the bomb
when it exploded, Friends and
associates of the two, Ralph
Edward Featherstone, 30, of
Washington and William Her-
man (Che) Payne, 26, of Cov-
ington, Ky., said they feared
the bomb had been planted in
the car in an attempt to kill
Brown.

The ' next night, another
bomb blew a 20-foot hole in a
corner of the Dorchester
County courthouse in Cam-
bridge, where Brown's trial
had first been scheduled.

- But for at least a week be-
fore the Bel Air blast, the Jus-
tice Department source re-
vealed yesterday, Brown al-
ready had been the subject of
an unsuccessful nationwid

sedarch by the FBI, '

The quiet federal investiga-
tion into Brown’s whereabouts
began shortly before March 2,
the date a Federal court hear-
ing was scheduled in New Or-

Judge Mitchell pointed out|Brown since his trip to Baton

leans. The hearing was ordet-
ed in connection with Brown's
1968 conviction there for car-
rying an M-1 carbine onto an
airliner while under indiet-
ment in the Cambridge case,
Brown was found guilty and
sentenced to five years in
prison and a $2,000 fine, then
released on bond pending ap-
peal.

The hearing, ordered by the
Supreme Court, was to ex-
amine the Justice Depart-
ment's acknowledgement that
it used wiretaps during its in-
vestigation of Brown.

With the Maryland case
scheduled to \begin March 9,
New Orleans’ Federal Distriet|
Court Judge Lansing L. Mit-
chell conferred with Harford
County Judge Harry E. Dyer
Jr. and agreed to postpone the
Louisiana hearing until after
completion of the Bel Air
trial, ‘ ! ; ;

Brown remains legally free|,

under tight travel limitations
imposed by the’ conditions of
his: bond in the New Qrleans
case, )

In the Maryland case, he is
covered by a $10,000 appear-
ance bhond that he would for-
feit if he failed to appear at

that Brown forfeited $5,000 in

Rouge.
bond money in 1968 after he .

The Associated Press re-

his trial. A bench warrant

cbuld then be issued for his
arrest. Conditions of the $15,-
000 Federal bond, by contrast,
stipulate .that he may not
travel outside New York City
without “the. permission of
both New Orleans’ Judge
Mitchell and the U.S. Attor-
ney there, Gerald E. Galling-
house, s

Yesterday both Judge Mitch-
ell and a top assistant to Gal-
linghouse who is responsible
for the Brown case declared
that the missing black leader
has not been heard from since
Dec. 17. His most recent pre-
vious reported contact with
the court was in July, 1969,
when .he was ‘denied permis-
sion to travel to Martha's
Vineyard, Mass.

On Dec. 17, records filed in

the office of the clerk of the
New Orleans court show that
Brown won official permission
for a Christmas holiday visit
to Baton Rouge, La. The visit
was to last, the records show,
from Dee. 20 to Jan. 2, and
then Brown was to return di-
rectly to New York.

Since then, according to the
records, Brown has not sought
permission to leave New York
City. :
Reached yesterday, Judge
Mitchell explained that per-
mission for Brown to travel
to Maryland for his scheduled
court appearances is an “im-
plicit” exception to the con-
ditions of his bond. Thus,
Brown could now be present
only in Maryland or New York

City without inviting arrest

and forfeiture of his bond,

This is a normal situation for however, on the report that
people who are on bond”|the FBI has unsuccessfully
Abbell said.

was arrested for traveling to
\California without official per-
mission. “When he goes some-
‘where without my permission,
then hé is liable for another
forfeiture,” the judge said. .

Aside from the Bel Air case
and the planned reopening, by
Fifth Cireuit Court of Appeals,
of the firearms case, Brown
also faces trial for allegedly
assaulting a black FBI agent
in a New Orleans courtroom
hallway during the firearms
proceedings,

Assistant U.S. Attorney Hor-
ace (Buddy) Rowley III, who
assisted in Brown’s prosecu-
tion in New Orleans, con-
firmed that New Orleans au-
thorities have not heard from

searched for Brown for the

ported yesterday that Kunst-
ler, Brown’s lawyer in the Bel

Air case, said he had not
talked to his client for 10 days.

A lawyer In the ecriminal
division of the Justice De-
partment, Michael Abbell,
vesterday confirmed a report
that he is “coordinating” the
flow of federal information
regarding the possibility that
Brown has violated the terms
of his federal parole,

He explained his role in
terms of “a general interest
in what's happened to Rap
Brown . . . If they find that
he’s violated his bond, it

would be subject to forfeiture
and he’d be thrown in jail

iHexrefused to comment, | past two weeks.




‘I‘HREATS From Al

§pecia1 precautions were in
evidence, however. In Cam-
bridge and in Bel Air, where
Brown's trial is expected to
begin next week,  additional
police were on duty. In An-
napolis, the State House was
filled with extra troopers
standing guard in doorways
and searching parcels and
large handbags ‘carried by
visitors. \

Police also announced yes-
terday that 7,000 dynamite det-
onators were stolen early this
week from Ordnance Prod-
ucts, Inc., a private firm in
Cecil County, Md. The time of
 the theft was set at between

4:4%- pm. Monday and 8 am.
Tuesday.

Officials said they could
find: no connection “at this
time” between the theft and
the explosions in Bel Air and
Cambrl;ige

: The »Bel Air explosion, at
11: 42 p.m. ‘Monday, took the
lives of Ralph E. Featherstone,
30, of . Washington, and Wil-
lxam H.”(Che) Payne, 26, of
] . Ky., and Atlanta

townrd Waslungton

Ough Smith said a full
FBI report on the Bel Air ex-
pl n would not be ready for
se ¢ral days, police already
havg theorized that the explo-
swewthat shattergdpthe car of
Feath 'stone an ayne was
not d;an{llte the Cambridge
blast also also is still under in-

vestigation.

State Police Lt. Charles L.
Andrew said his men were
looking for a suspect in the
theft of the dynamite detona-
tors; The suspect was de-
scribed as-a Negro woman, in
her,'20s, who had been dis-
charged from the ordnance
firmi but was believed to have
kept a key.

While police worked to
solve the bombing incidents,
an intensive search was on for
Brown, whose trial on charges
of ‘{pcitement to riot and to
arsod in Cambridge in 1967
was ‘moved to Bel Air at the
request of the state. X

The Associated Press 're-
ported that Brown’s attorney,

Willlam M. Kunstler, said he
has not. seen his client in 10
days. Kunstler scheduled a
news 'conference here for yes-
terday afternoon and Brown's
wife was to appear, but the at-
torney abruptly' canceled the
meting.

At the same time, Kunstler

and Hhis associates—who in the
past have been more than will-
ing fo discuss Brown's case—
issued a curt statement from
their New York office saying
they' would make no further
comment on the case until it
reopens on Monday in Bel Air
before Harford County Circuit
Judge Harry E. Dyer Jr.

“We may have something to
say at that time,” said Kun-

stlet; who has saxd regularly|

that he is worried about his

client, the 26year-old chair-|-

mati” of ‘the Student National
(formerly Nonviolent) Coordi-
nating Committee.

Many Negroes, expecially
politically militant friends of
Brown, have said they believe
the bomb that killed Feather-

stone and Payne was planted
in the car and was meant for
Brown.

The student bar association
at thé Howard University Law
School was sharply critical of
police suggestions—never
made officially—that Feather-
stone and Payne were deliber-
ately carrying a bomb that ex-
ploded accidentally.

“Impartiality and objectiv-
ity,” .the association charged
in a statement signed by its
president, Samuel C. Hamil-
ton, have been “conspicuously
absent in the Brown case.”

Elsegwhere in Washington’s
black’, community, posters
werqrf:ut up telling visitors to
the city for Featherstone’s fu-
neral .where to find food and
lodging. The services, which
Kunstler ‘has promised to at-
tend, are scheduled for Satur-
day aﬂ.ernoon

In; A_nqapolis, Gov. Marvin
T S BT AN R R N
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Mandel had legislation intro-
/duced in the General Assem-
|bly that would increase from
six months to five years the
maximum penalty for the ille-
gal possession of_ explosives.

Life Sentence

The bill also would allow a
judge to impose a life sen-
tence on a person convicted of
illegally blowing up buildings,
automobiles or other objects.
The governor said he did not
know if the bill would have
any effect, but declared that
“if 'we can lock a few of them
up .. . maybe it will.”

At a news conference yester-
day morning, Mandel also said
he saw no reason why Brown’s
trial should not be continued.
He criticized Kunstler — who
opposed moving the proceed-
ings to Bel Air from Cam-

bridge — for suggesting that
further trouble can be ex-
pected.

“You're never going to have
a trial in this country” if trials
are canceled ‘because of
threatened or feared disturb-
ances, Mandel said. |

Commenting on the Cam-
bridge bombing, Mandel said
there was “no evidence” to
show that extremist groups of
any ideology were responsible
for the blast,

Differing View

- Dorchester County State’s
Attorney William Yates II,
who is prosecuting Brown's
case, disagreed. “I think all
these cases are related,” Yates
Itold United Press Interna-
tional. “I think they are an at-
tack on the judiciary, on court-
houses as a symbol.”

In Bel Air and Cambridge
yesterday, extra police were on
duty but: observers reported
nio public apprehension. Local
police were reported keeping
a close watch on the Havre
de Grace home of Judge Dyer,
but this was described as a
routine precaution. n

Dyer himself was in Balti-
more yesterday afternoon and
could not be reached for com-
ment, but sources close to the
judge said he has indicated
| that he expects the ftrial to go
(fiorward as scheduled on Mon-

ay.

Monday is ‘reserved Ior
argument on motions. On
Tuesday, if Brown is present,
selection of jurors is due to
begin. Kunstler has main-
tained that in Harford County,
which is 90 per cent white, it
is impossible for Brown to re-
ceive a fair trial.
| In another development, po-
lice rescinded suggestions
made Wednesday that the sus-
pect in the Cambridge bomb-
ing came from New York.
This assumption was based on
two out-of-state cars seen in
the town on the day of the
bombing, they said, but one
turned out to belong to a visit-
ing businessman and one to a
reporter, Neither was impli-
cated in the bombing, police!
said.
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New York policeman looks into bomb-damaged room in the Socony Building, one of three skyscrapers hit by blasts.



| Bombs Rock
3 Manhattan
Skyscrapers

From News Dispatches

NEW: YORK, March 12—
Bomba preceded by a wamlng
phone eall caused extensive -
damage . to  the . Mmhattan i
"§Kyscraper ~offites of three
glant  corporations  before
dawn today, -and a letter
signed  “Revolutionary Force
9” claimed responsibility.

“No one was injured in the -
three explosions which went
‘off after about 100 night work:
ers were evacuated.

-The deep-voiced warning call
to police at 1:06 a.m. said the
bombs would go off at 1:40
a.m, in the offices of Mobil Oil
Corp. on East 42d St., Interna:
tional Business Machines at
Park Ave. and 55th St. and
General Telephone & Elec-
tronics at Third Ave. and 45th.

At 1:40 a.m., the first bomb
went off in a 34th floor men’s
room at Mobil, causing what
firemen described as heavy
structural damage,

The second explosion came
at 1:55 a.m. on the 12th floor
at IBM, blasting & 25foot-
square hole in the floor.

The third and most power- -
ful went off at 2 am. at the
|| Sylvania Electric division of-
fices of General Telephone
Police said the 21st floor was
“totally demolished”; glass
from 14 shattered windows lit-
| tered Third Avenue, and all
telephone service above the
tenth floor of the 4l-story
building was knocked out.

The blast came as night..
watchman Cal Cruz was re-en
tering the building with 20
night workers he had evacu
ated after police had relayed
the telephoned warning.

The triple bombing recalled
a similar series of three explo-
sions last Nov. 11, which ‘dam-
aged the Manhattan offices of
Standard Oil of New Jersey,
Chase Manhattan Bank and
General Motfors Corp. Three
persons are facing trial on
conspiracy charges in connec-
tion with those and- earlier
bombings last fall.

Today's explosions were fol-
lowed by a flurry of bomb
scares in New York and across
the nation. Police here re-
ported ehecking out 137 warn-
ing calls by 4 p.m.

See BOMBINGS, Al4, Col. 1
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Bombs Rock
:3 Buildings
:In New York

:-_' BOMBING, From Al

i Gmnd Central Terminal, the
“New York Coliseum, federal
‘gourt’ buildings in Brooklyn
"und Manhattan, subway trains,
loomingdale'a.depart-
ent store and offices of Lit-
‘En Industries Corp. and the
ew York Times were among
locations searched and in
some cases evacuated. -
The claim of responsibility
was made in a letter delivered
to the New York offices of
United Press International.
The letter, signed “Revolution-
ary - Force 9,” declared that
"IBM, Mobile (sic) and GTE
are enemies of all life, Al
“In 1969 TBM made $250 mﬂ-
lion, Mobile $150 million and
GTE $140 million for U.S. ‘de-
=Iense' contracts profits
made from the suffering and
deaths of human beings. All
three profit mot only from
death in Vietnam but also
from Amerikan (sic) imperial-
ism in all of the Third World
. w'dn death-directed Amerika
-is only one way to a life
of love and freedom( to attack
and destroy ' the forces of
ath and exploitation and to
ild a just society — revolu-
tion.”™ )
Al three firms closed their
offices for the day, although
IBM instructed about 600 em-.
‘ployes to report to work at an
undisclosed location.
%« IBM also issued a statement
palling the bombings deplora-
ble,  acknowledging that the|
Nietnam war “of course is a
matter of great concern to ev-
e;'yone," but that “for a com-
:qany to express its viewpoint
y-selling or refusing to sell
Droducts to our own govern-
ment surely is wrong. A corpo-

- ¥ation cannot establish foreign

policy . .




