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Judge Dyer Held Eager
To Provide a Fair Trial

When the trial of H. Rap
Brown was scheduled to go
v, before him in Bel Air, Md.,
s,Judge Harry E. Dyer Jr
..said he was aware that the
puhlicity surrounding the
,-case made the matter unu-
- sually sensitive,

The judge, whose asso-
¢ ciates said he was eager to
p~try Brown and show that the
i yYoung black militant could
zpreceive a fair hearing in

Harford County, formulated
rules barring anyone con-
“nected with the trial from
discussing it with reporters.

Yesterday, in large meas-

ure because of repercussions
from comments he himself
made to newsmen, Judge
Dyer disqualified himself
from hearing the trial and
sent it out of Harford
County to another Maryland
circuit.

Controversial remark
His remark, “I think Mr,
Brown can win this trial”
was attacked by the prose-
cution as prejudicial, and be-
cause the defense also had
objected to holding the trial
in Bel Air, Dyer announced
succinetly yesterday morn-
ing that “this court feels it SE T ;
should not hear the case.” Photos by United Press International
“To know what this meant et JUDGE HARRY E. DYER
to Harry,” a friend of the. : .
judge’s said, “you, have to
realize just how much he
wanted to try Rap Brown.”
From the first pretrial
Sbroceedings, which began in-
. ‘his courtroom March 9 but
g ere postponed for a week
8

e next day after an explo-
ion that took the lives of
ftwo of Brown's associates,
*Dyer took pains to empha-
Hsize his concern that the
ﬂrial be fair,
¥ “You have to glve the de-
“fendant a fair trial,” he said
2 week ago. “T just hope the
lawyers remember that as
swell as I do.”

Kunstler Move
Chief defense counsel Wil-
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liam M. Kunstler, saying ine
»'townspeople resented hav-
ing the trial in Bel Air,
sought to have it sent back
to Cambridge, where Brown

originally was ¢harged with

citement to riot, incite
ment .fo arson and arson
after a 1987 racial disturb-
ance there.

Some residents went so
far as to say that the only
local man who wanted the
trial held in Bel Air v!as the
judge himself.

Dyer, however, said he be-
lieved the people of semi-
rural Harford County could
view Brown's case impar-
tially and without passion. |

“Harford County is not

the city of Chicago,” said

'the judge, a 'tall silver-
haired former ' prosecutor.
“We're a diffe.rent sort of
people.” ik
Judge Dyer, 51" ’was ap-
‘pointed to the bench by for-
mer ‘Gov. J. Millard Tawes
in June, 1963, when a’ secnnd
" cireuit judgeship was  cre-
ated for Harford County. He
was serving his second term
as the county’s prosecutor at
‘the time. A year later he
was elected, without opposi-
tion, to a 15-year term. v
He has deve‘loped a repu-
tation as an able, hardwork-
ing, am:gaio%s and some-
ﬂmES moody !uis&” \
wl% ’I‘he judge gg'aduat :
“th *_Un]versity £

! -sequently ‘served with: the

"Army during World War 11,

‘achieving the rank of cap-
tain. :

Returning to  Harford
County, he practiced law,
served as the city attorney
for his native Havre de
Grace, and worked with the
'Boy Scouts—an interest he
'still maintains, '
| | Judge Dyer alao‘*ds secre—
(tary, a director and a minor-
'ity shareholder of radio sta-

| tion WASA in Havre de

' Grace, an enterprise that he

. helped found.

On the bench he has spe-
‘cialized in eriminal matters,
developi-ng a reputation as a

sympathetic judge of juve-
nile cases—which, according
to friends, he stopped hear-
ing for several months after
his only son, a teen-ager,
took his own life a few years
ago.

On ' Monday, “when he
granted a defense request
for a postponement of the
trial, Dyer praised attorneys
for bcth the' state and de-
fense for their arguments,
singling out Kunstler’s "elo

. quence,”

“One of the Finest” -

- “Judge Dyer is one of the
finest, most conscientious
Judges and gentlemen I've
‘evercome in contact with,

chool in: 193932;1 'ﬂub. svand, he has won my pro

found respect,” assistant
Maryland Attorney General
John J. Garrity, who is help-
ing prosecute Brown, said
yesterday.

Even Dorchester County
State’s attorney William
Yates II, the chief prosecu-
tor in the case who asked

‘Dyer to disqualify himself,

said 'yesterday, that “Judge
Dyer : received ° us ' gener-
ously” in Bel Air. Earlier in
the 'case, Kunstler cited
Dyer's “flexibility.”

The judge lives in Havre
de Grace with his wife and
daughter. He could not be
reached 'yesterday for com-
ment. ,

—Peter A. Jay




