11/22/68

Dear oo,
—

iignday I wrote a member ol your stsff an sirmeil, certified letter.
A% the very latest he should have gotten it Wednesday, 1 certsinly expected
to hesr from him becesuse this is the only mamber of yeour steff who ever devised
s code with me so he could csll me and know where to c©all me agein at & clear
phone. His formuls, if it interests you, wes a simple one: he asked me my
age. 1 told him 55. He said to get the number of such e phone, heve it at
hend, add 5555 o it, »nd when he phoned me to give him the new number, I think
he said i1f the number wss too lsrge, to subtrset 5555, In eny event, I do have
these numbers by my dzsk end have from that moment. Ho ever, he has never
cslled me end I do not know why he mede this request ot me monthes ago. Yet
hie own formuls provides him with a meens of instant, secure response. It is
now slmost midnight of the third dey since he should have received the letter.

I was troubled when I wrote him. I sm more troubled that he 1is cilent.

Frankly, I suspect there may be trouble brewing. Yet I do not want
to precipitote & big hessie in public. Nonetheless, I must Co vhet I fhink is
necessary to safeguard Jim, who is certainly the world's most trusting wan
{ené as I told him, one of the twWo most naive - I am the other).

I wish you could resd the letter very carefully. You mey e ticipste
one or batn of the sreas of my major concern, I wuld hope I am not alone in
these worries. Unlesa I am oulte wrong {which would be » resl load removed)

I sm certain these treined in the law should st least be aware of them. Any
cub reporter would be. The only person 1 hed s chsnce to talk to at sny
length astout sny of this wes Barbars, sni whet she told me msgnified my worry.
She hag hed similer ones snd wacs given nonsense for answers,

In sn effort to be ss fair as possible to this persen, I expleined
to him I could not send & copy of the l-tter to Jim without undercutting this
perscn. I also told kim I had no objection to his showing the letter to Jim.

His silence msakes me wonder if he, thinking over what might follow
this letter, he did discuss it with Jim but without giving Yim the letter to
resd himself, uninterruptedly. Perhaps 1 em getting too parannid, but one
possibility is that while pretending to resd the letter end for the most part
resding it sccurstely, he might heve psruphrased parts to mske the letter say
other then it does, other then is intended. It is two pages tyved single spsce.
The longed¥% it is; the eassier it is to chenge the sense snd mntext by sltering
e few words, ty wrong emphssis, etc.

One of the grestiest problems his silence gives me is this: I told
him that afier kXnowing Jim for & year and s half 1 had the definite feeling
he was building up to something that might well be explosively wronge. I explained
my concern in some detail. Now it happens thet this is something * hove discussed
in the past »ith him, so he knows my worry in this direction is not new. His
silence in the fsce of it is even more troubling to me. “hile I recognize
there sre msny things I do nof know, nnd as you know, I never spy around to
learn whet is going on, nonetheless, the leck of 8 pro fnrmes assurance thet my
fears sre grofindless perplexes me. I woulcd think it wuld be sutometlc under
the circumstsnces if it were bhe case,

With this background I seek your advice, using this indirect mesns
of resching you privetely. I would like to have Jim read thet letter if this

verson does not give it to him snd lesve him alone with it, so he csn reed it




for himeelf mnd get its meaning withcut "interpretstion”. I feel thet if thie
pereon hed tsken the letter tc Jim, which I do not regard as s likely possibility,
I would hsve heard from Jim. He knows I cen get tc 8 clesr phone in less then

a cuerter of an hour end hex certainly knows moxe than one he cur use, Then,

after Jim has hed & chance to mead 1t, I would like +to discuse with him what
prompted me to write it,

¥hile I told this person I could not send a cony to Jim without
undercutting him, I cennot let him be silent indefinitely sn& thereby veto
my Treedom to de what I think must be.1ﬂ%“4”

Before Bud went atroad, s 4 believe I told you, he asked me to
go to New Orleans with him December 1 snd I egreed. If he does rot chaenge his
plene, I will sgein be there within & week. At thet time I would dike s
chance to go into this with Jim, privstely. Theres fter, if he so desires, I
will go into it with anyone else he may desire.

thy guestion, then, is this: Bud returns Tuesday, 11/26, unlese he
had chapged his plans without telling me, If I have hed ne resvomse te my
letter end find I um goine to Wew Orleans shortly thereafter, do you think it
would be rirht to Xerox & copy ~nd send it to Jim% There is nothing in the
leiter that would mean anyihing thet could poseibly hurt us it if fell into
the wrong hends, I sent the original certified tc¢ sssure its proper hendling.
The sdvnetage of my dojng tidls is that Tim would be sble to read it carefully
for himself end be prepsred te ask me anything he might want.

There may be woys in whieh I can communicste the sresg af my
immediete concern, One wes $he chslk-tslk gt the elub a weelk ags todsy.
That reslly shook me up, particulerl¥ with one perhsps subconscious revelation
from Jim that I took to mesn he is about to 4o something. I waz so deeply
troubled by this I spoke to Vince Sslendria sbout it. From vhet I could tell
him by phone he shared my apprehension, The other, If Louis remembers, is vwhat
I asked him to send me whet he could sbout, and that is only onc thing, if he
stops to think. We were in Yim's office looking at the film. When Claney wes
rewinding the f£ilm, *ouls left the ofiice snd I followed him, then asking
him this. If he can recall thet, you will understend snother of my worries, or
8t least will know what it relates to if you do not sgree with ny fears,

Vhile 1 sm writing, let me say I should heve heard about the JR
interview by the time you might resptmd to this. IT Vou merely indicate
you would or would not recommend, I'll know wha$t you mesn. I'll then be able
to let you know whether the interview wes fruitful, perhaps whot, if anything,
it yitlded, This could te informetion snd it might be something mors tengible,

“hen I wes at the dentist's todsy (snd we 4o not yet know if I'11l
loss any teeth, thank you), I also touched baze with the Archives. "hst I requested
hse not yet been prepsred for me. I'1l be in Weshington agein in several days
end will check again. Meenwhile, I hope you con geti time %o go over whet I had
vaul send you, what we hed earlier sent Tom, end understend thet meterisl, You
may think of things I didn't, One of the thiungs I'd like to do when I &1 there
sgain is interview Sem Newmsn., I know you people did, but I now have something
vou werheps did not then heve. I'd like tc discuss it with him. It just micht
r-lease & fow memory cells, If you'd like to go with me, 8s we did on the
printing, let us figure on that,

Too lete for more new, Let me hear from you, please.

Sincerely,




