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Mr, Bill Boxley
Gfflee of the Dol
New Griesns, La.

Dear Bill,

It was after midnight that I got home, sfter s texing, Tour-week
trip, exhsusted, 11), snd feeing eon enormcus accumuletion of mail. Belore me
I bave the notes of this trip, in itself sn enormous tusk, in the context of
the other work I muszt do. That in¢ludes the reeding to two ecompleted menus-
eripts preparstory %o final typing.

From this, I hope you will undarstsnd that in writing you bafore
I do snything else, I sttribute considerable slgaificence to 1t.

¥e never 414 hove ¢ chsnce to get together, sleoane, during my
recent visits to New Orleens. You indiceted the desire, ss I d4id, & held my-
self aveilahle every night I wsa there and eseh dey I was in the ofifice in
the afternoon I waited until after it closed, Each day I !usx there lunch
time I bsld that open, ioo0.

LW a conspruence, there ars many ihings we did not get s chance to
discuss, This lack of internal communicstion hsa bocome & greet problem end
may be ons of the grestest hazards we face. You saw one drsmsiic snd eostly,
albeit harmless exsmple in the case of the literature-distribution footege.
It is not the only one. Others msy not be hermless, There sre other areas in
whteh i have been working in which you sleo cre. In some I have bsen able to
top dependabls sources not acceasible to you.

Kow thet you know + have been t¢ Dallas, aven {7 you know only
some of thoss i have seen, you should be sble $o guess one of these subaacts.
It is one on which L understsné you have besn pushing hard and have Jim's
ear and interest, On 1t I expeet sssistsnce from two of the highly-placed
veople with woom I had long meetings. Fhere we now need have suesilons, soon
we should be in a position where the answers are definitive,

The invitetion I secernted was of lomg stending., I delayed sceepting
1t until T hed resson to balieve conditions would be most propitious. ®ith some
of those with whom I met { snd this, as you reslize, I &14 not have time to
go into when we all met with Jim and bhe pooped out from 1liness) 1 had earlier
been in fruitful correspondence. I waited until I would not be going hst in
hend, for ihis {8 not the basst wey to ask help. Those of vhom I asked it I
first obligeted to me. Then I sought their aid. I expect it, as I expect 1t
%0 be dapvendeble. The information I look forward to recsiving should be the
best posgible in the sreas in whickh I s#sx it.

Ag you slsc mey have obasrved, I epend ss 1little time in the offlce
a8 I can when 1 sz in New Orlesns, for peopls will talk to me »hen they will
not %o offielels, end there sre still tco meny people to be talked to. In this
eres slso my recent work hes beem fruitful., God knows when 1'1ll be able %o
type memos on these interviews., However, by this unsafe medium, I =$ill tsll sou
that 1 heve tepped seversl mources on the other gide, thome friendly with or
associsted with defendents end unfriepndly witnesses.
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Herex slzo I look forward to frultful results in sreas of your
interest and esctivity, as 1 gleen if from comment in the office, the only
sour¢e I hed - and 1t en sicidental one.

Unless I seriously misresd whet I have sesm, in two aress in
which I have long had interest end long been sesking fact, I believe you
ere in error, poesibly booby-trapped. In both I belisve you have Jim's eer
end thet he iz acting on this, In both, I have reason to belleve disaster
impends. You should hewe little difficulty enticipating st least one of these.
I ask you %o consider the awesoms potentisl of hie scting on what you have
presented to him snd being wrong.

. It will be ruinous to him, %o you personally, perticulerly because
of your beckground, snd %o sll of us,

Beceuse there is no immediete need for heste, 1 strongly encoursge
you to slow him down, to prevent precipitous ection, until my owmn work is
completed, I cennot sey how long this will require. It may be only & few
daya, wijiekh is my hope. At worst it should not be more then a few weeks.
‘This 1s st1ll but & short weit, particulerly when you qonsider the pos=ible
gonsequences of not walting. I regard this as of sufficiant importance to
have gone to the trouble of estsblishing two entirely new meens of getting
the informstion down there when i get 1%t.

Cf 811 the people working with Jim, you sleone, in the pest, bave
discussed with me the workings of the de-artment of disinformation. You
understend it. Thersfore it would be even mors tragic were you %o become one
of its vietima, or were Yim and all of us through you.

In your case, the coneequences will be worse because you will
imuedistely be mccused of scting for your former connections. If everything
we hevex all worked so hard for is torpedoed, regardless of purity of intent,
end you are & meens, sho will believe enything else?

Therefore, I urge you to sse to it thst there is no hssty ection
until I get the enswera I expect. After knowing Yim for e yesr gnd e half I
en certain he is on the verge of doing somethings. * believe you have led him
there and am cartein you must lesd him bsck before it is too late.

5ix weeks to two months sgo 1 hed mede tentetive arrangements to be
in New Orlesns for two weeks beglnning December 1. Thet is now but two weeks
awey. If L have not received the anawers I expeat by then, I will then be but
an hour end & balf awey from them and ean go for them, in person, rether then
heving just vsked for them., If I by then do not have the enagwers, I will go.
thue Jip, you and all of us will heve bad protection - end at no real cost.

I ecennot communicste this to Jim without undercutting you, so I
have not. I realizesx this plecus & greater burden on you, but thst seems %o
be & less undemiresdle sm alternstive. Howsver, * have no objection at all to
your discussing this with him.

When you know I hsve not yet had time to unpeck, you koow the sig~
nificence I attach to this letter. I send it certified to assure ite delivery.
48 socn e5 I have answers, you will have them.

Sincerely,
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