10/16/73
Deay Phil,

Your attractive and wolcome card picied the bewt of possible days to get here, one
already broken up, : o

Imahggardthiamoming. I returned to bed wntil almost 5 a.me, which, wvhile
late for me again, turned out to bLo precisely the correct time for a perfect sohodule,

It gave me to tho minute exactly the timo I needed to write and read a sliort ludéytion

in an over-long,completed chapter I had just reread and be able to brew the spoclal tea
1 serve my wife in bed at the moment the CBI TV felle NEWS @065 on here, 7 dim. After
breakfast I took a stiff constitutuonal, enousgh to have my legs ‘aehing for an héur after
I returned. The well: was just lons encush to give me tine to #o over the peper bffore

a col.aborater arrived, He is alvays latex and I figured him just right, too! (Phat book
is The Informars.) ,; s

The work on which I an engaged will be encrmous when comple teds Without a centract
and with no prospect, I auy as well be the Yr, Eliot of The Watergate and do the definitive
record, Sure as hell the Senate won8t snd the brow-flopper 1an't, personable as hs is on
the tube. The chapter T just coupleted winds up with hov he covered up the whole IMixoh ™
police-state plan, how he sup wescd evid-nee hs had and deleted the hot stuff frem what
he did not supiress. “n fact, they have denied me copie: of the supposedly publie evidence,

own Senator secus a bit unhappy about his inavility to get ity too. I guess the rest
of my life will be devoted to enother in a scries ol whitewashes, anyway, it wili be
aout four books in one because for couprenension and creaibility they have to be handled
together-when there is no publisher to say L do want this and 1 don8t want that. So it
is very couplex, nore difiicult to keep in mind than my carlier worke And I'm writing a
book on a breaking story. & began it in hay. With all the hearings held to date and with
all I've written - ny wife has retyped close to 75,000 words and I have haif tha riuch
avaiting her now ~There is only one page on wldel I'1: be wmukdng o chainges. (Bragqgaar‘c!)

"The pace of contengorary cvents" io siuplified ioc rmch, Sou need conpiexity in
there, and espeeially ahout all you enwnerate,

I have read the Shckes ?i‘ es-Pacayune coverage of tiw Yarrvison trial. L doust iauow
your sources, I folt frou thi firct 4hat ho vas fromed, the trial eoavinced we of it, and
the only way I figured he'd lose wac by inadequate proparation or blowias it hiuself. 1 have
a notion that the deeiding factor is the kinc of thing that iuswne genius can couceive aud
then pull off. I believe he offendsd und demcancd Serveis to the point where “ervais insisted
on being valled aus a rebuttal witness. this made the governweat, not Garison, "respongible”
for hdn. % was theix witnesse I also Lelicve hic parting of tle ways wita his lawyers wea
a contrivance, the only way he could aduress tue jury anc confroni his sccusers wiihout
taking the stand. If he bad daken thic stana, ley'c have done to hi. wiat e did to Shaw,
charge him with perjury after acquittal...lonit g6 for the TILE liues it was & non-New
Orleans jury. One Yew Urlcancan ogly on ite

The eituation in the Midile ast isy L Lelieve, quite Byzantine, nuch more conplicated
that appears on the surface or hafi been indicated by anv com entemv I've read or heard,

"Bygantine”" fits the 4gnew situation, too. Nixon did 1% o him and he pretends or
believes otherwise. Crazy mssissexk mediocraties only one of who is good at badnoss.

Hunt is fasciuating. I've been neking & not-impersonal stady of nim, +f you have any
impressions after watching his testimony, I'd be interested in them, His volitiecs are o
bit to the right of Lowrtney's, if you did not knowe

I predicted Ford would ve Nixon's VePe i advanve in & memo in which 1 siso laid out
the reasons. "hile uliere were many possibilitics, I felt he wes the one and I an gntigfiod
my reasoning was sound. (I go #lds 4o test uysclf, not as ego-trip dng, +t makes & record
that tells me hou wy analysis ise :% i luss difiicult than mipght seem to be the case if
you know the peop.e, th: forces and th necdse Going vucks over the analyses conforts me
in the work Lucause 4+ hold » minority view and the reasiurance on vnderstanding helps.)

One part of Ford's OUswald book should be enough to disqualify hiz 2ven for Nixon. ée blabbs
something terrible and in this part he unbagred cats still not and never to be recaptured,
He is one of the world's smaller aix~footera,



-

- . 1 \ .
I hear nothdny; frow ﬁey,; Urleans any noye, so 1 don i kuow how the continuing
Gurrison treveil i o0ing. B skill facos incomnu-tex chBrges and the Shew civil aadts -
He should win hoth, '

Phat whole business is nos going % die for o vhile, Theue wos nugh Yoo ek ‘
nighanddinge ale friend who came today had s cllp.ing peporiing the filing of & dibel
sult aguingt Walfer Sheridan, the former Bobby ic.wdy repred iBC scat down lo oS ,,
Garrdacie Jo got them into a large livel suit from Gene Daviz (Wanda's)e They sctualiy-
eired Jagn"sndrews in one of his wore extreme flights identifying Davis &e the veal
Clay Bertrand. low he end his publirher are bedu, sued DY & private dotective, Joe
"‘atar,")ow:é what oleridan seid of hiwk io his anti-Holla book (nere 4 .lere 1o rau~
roddedss ' .

He had a short weference to me in thrt bosk; ¥ierelevant %o mothing, e only
potmdnagerraey ns ny nome, Tt bas been ronths since 1 wrete him A o0lite lotter on’
ite 1% renging wnansvereds : ‘ '
~ He's gotta be one of the world's great investigators— Lo was lcCovern's en The-
Vatergate! } _ . : .
Gotta 6t to othr Ladnise ' '
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