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in the Sirhw trial pending
an appeal.

The order o Sharp came
from Supervisor Kenneth
Haln, who oversces the
ation of the County
Clerks Office .

Hahn also divected the
eounty’s chief admin isira-
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CContinued frem Thivd Page
After the S_irm'f il
concludad, Superior Judge
Herbert V. Walker or-
dered certain kev exhibits

Breach Possible
Sharp admitted that
epecial secuvity could
]*a\o hoon breached in the
Sirlvm evidence, hut said
he has no knowledge of it

"sealed” by a conrt order. In normal cases, he said,

COUU(“/ Clerk SQYS He Has - Buy, Sharp said, the court the public is entitled to
- RIS i Jcdence in any s

5 : -y order permitled "counsel view evidenee i
Discovered Mo Tampering e 1»1" o eounl whete 10 Court ordar for
7 . o an Omfh bids it. But even then the
BY DAVE SMITH - for bath the prosecution evidence is restricted to an

Tunes Slaff Writay and defense, as well as arca kept under close sur-
o il - s agents for those aitnrnoys, cveillance.. o
found ner bave unauth S access tothe crucial ex- Dh«t' Ally. Tose ‘LH.
oy heen perwitted to hu.nﬂr- hey hlb"t‘;' . , Buseh . Jr. revealed o
sxhibits from the Sirhan Bishora Sharp said a list of per- the w Mkcnln t‘..: his
Sivhan mucder fvigl Los Angeles song asking to cxamine fice was "teriib

cerned” over ov ..lc
the fatal hillet

gun in the krrm
might have heen o

the (‘\h”)lts has bheen hept
by his offica. Ho extliimated
that several dozen names
vera in the records.
Among them, he said,
vere thoze of Luke \“Ki<~
gack, Si :
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oWith cvidence in the Shirhan S8irhan murder case has
uch speculation, The focus of the investigation by
's office is on those who moy have viewed certaln =z

without the regulred court order.

KIXT News was rebufifed in it's efforts to learn the
ol thosc who had access to exhibits in the County
offlce, but a ruling by the California Suprecme Court
us to look at thoge records., In thils copywritted

1z News reporicr Hovard Gilngold tells what the clerit's

Eovard?

e

FJim,

as inquires by KiXT news hove disclogsed these

focts., A number of versons vicwed haws*cnj evidence frem the
S rhmn trlial -~ some in avparent v;ol,tion of a court order

stricting access to trial exnibiis, Physical evidence such
a“ the Qoauh veapon, the fatel bullate and others uweed Tor test
Tiring maybe co cow’“m nated by mlshandling it would be useleas
In future court procecdlngs,
Admintstrative practicos have boen so slipshod that it's now

hord to say exactly how many persons actuslly cxXamlned the
evidence and vwho they are. As a result of suchh practlces .
counled witl proco:iurcs uscd by a pollice crime expert end verhaps
other court olfficera too, Lu 1s vossible that other LODVL ctiocns
besides Sirhen's may be chellensed.

™ot includes

the murder convictlon of former deupty distiict
attorney Jack ¥irschke - now scrving a life sentence for Willing
his wife and her lover in 1966,
ALl this cemes to light afteor KMXT's disclosure a veel ago, that
of'ficisls were Investisating the posaibllity that evlidence in
the Birhan case had been alucred.
Since then Cousty Clerlk William OSharp, who's oifilce :”in+*'
trial evidence had denled supgestions that krtx? irrigulat
vere pernltted. ,
Lor Court ros+r*c*‘o; on the
iotrative » Liag oulsidcrs fron learm-
cess to th exhibits,
AfT*er recelved e Thom the Celifornlia 10
Gourt, thz lover ¢ VIRT "'u\L“ sVL, =nd Lnis repors
ooninoed . 5 racoris, Troose records 101\1“@
L and fomns i“ dca Lin~ YO WA D
0 Thoy also Ao ofhe orly
e HerUort Wallor Ling f0Ceas
rence vitnout e prons peyalszsion,
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Such evidence as the gun - a 22 cal, Iver- John on revolver, and
a number of bullets, somo removed from the uxX victunsz, others
used for ballistlc testing.

There eppears little doubt that Judme Walker's order was violated
in some wvay.

Among those allowed to view the exhiblis was Theodore Cherack,
a Treec lance journqli°% who claims that cruclal evidence and
testimonj have been surpressed, Cherach belleves there vas

more than onc runm“n involved in Robert Kennedy's assassination
and has O;Ol&hu sult to force disclosurc of certain ecvidence,
Cherach mode seven visliits to the c¢lerk's office in 1969 and '70,
but 1t #2989 not clear Lﬂau exhibits he actually inspected,

A=Y

Some forms have a Jubble of exhliblit nuwibers listed - some have
no exhivit notatlons at all,

The file contain‘ no indication that Cherach had the court's
permission to view resitricted evidence,

It is understood, howecver, that he vwoes cuthorized to check the
evidence by Sirhan's attorneys of record, CGeorge Shibbling and

7 TSEITS e 1
Luke MeXiasack,

cipal order mede HO Provision JO¥ anLolneys
rize anyone clse to view the evidence,

Another who viewed the evidence uuader the auvthorlity of Attornoeys
Shibbling end MOn,qﬂﬂc“ woo Willlam Hovper, a cerininalist vho

hee exchonped informetion with Cherach.

Harper made 9 visits. He exeminced the gun and bullets on a teble
in the elerk's office. (1)

Herper told XNIXT Jews he hondled the evidence in the course of
the examinstion, But he also ssld the gun cnd bullets hod notu

cen cenled in plastic contaliners as Judze Weallcr had lastructed.
They were in plaln poper eavelopes. :

cen contoaninated

arper says he does not hnow AT ;
& vbout the way
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Three bullets and two capty shell casings were mixed loosly in
another cnvelope, And snother bullet ves loose in a glass viloe
with nothing to seporate 1t from the hard sldes of the
contalner,

The clerik's records show that o total of 13 persons exrulned
Sirhan's trial chﬂcncb, but those rccords are so vague it is
hardly vossible to say for sure vhat cvidenco was exemined
and by whon,

Regarding the Jack Kirschie cage, the records indicate that
only one person ever asked o oexcnine the OVLQCHL» Trom that

triale~ A state crininal investigator who 100 d at elther o
dlagram or a color plcture,

A clerk's alde confessed (that) it scoms oga that only one person
would be interested in exhibits Tro om So celebrated a cose, A
fact that may point to deficilencies ln the clerical records.

But Kirachke A“idmnoe wes handled in the sanme pannor - 1T Tirsehke
evidence was hondled in the some mennsr o8 tne Slvrhan evidenco
grover inonli }

]

Catlons arice, (2)

Kirsechlie was convicted of killin .
wes noever ITound, Tdere WEI'G no NEE ! : ¥ (%w’
cevidence wos testinony {rom police ballist: 2] Ty “
Wolfer, who's me thods have now bheen :

conbtominated 1t may be
#'e findings, and therc-

IT indced the Kirschlie bulleta have boen
imposslible to test the accurs .CYy of YWolfe
fore the validity of his metnodu.
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"But by 3:15 a.m, thwe hours after the
enzasing in carnest discussions and hwnorous
officers - still without reveallng anything
or even his nane.”

"He waxed chatty,
with Dep. Dlistrlct
prosecuters,

At o C
X r -
the Jack

3/1&/60

Dove Smith

LR

adD s

LOD A.M\u LS TIL
page twenty-tve,

nﬁDlO

1\11\- . CA.

Time 11
July 10,

TA]I

lj

1971

hoxvrf‘ver,

about other na
John XK. Hovard,

)

rey

xirschkc murder CnSt...

shootins,

Sirhan vas

banter with

about

wtters
nov onc of hi

it

4}

1e shootlng

and discuscaed

=)
fal
»

Newsman: "The I angeles district attorney Lﬂs confirned an
earlier repor' thot ivvesitigation is underway into the pocsible
altering of evidence usecd Lo convict ulP)? Sirhoa for the asg=-
assination of Senator hobort Heanody,

Digtriet Lt+or7ey Jogeph Buneh smays, and T ouote "The coury
order prohecting the oxblbit hos been 1¢ nored and the
c*ﬁJaLuu nave not been oroverly 1?0%@0*0’ by the Country
Clerx's cofiice,”
Rush'a ocmu auotes the DA, as stating,
“indced L bits pove hoeon hoadlad b

¢ currently in

her there Twg been an“

uu]A‘JT:
this

e b “ . -
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Newsman: "Deteils from newsnan John Goodman at C.RB.X. statlon XU
Los Angeles,”

Goodman: YThe District A+toraney confirms zui that court orders
protecting the evidence have been ¥i¥z violaoted and there are
indications that the cxhinits including the murder weapon have
been tanvered with,

= Sirhan defense attorncy Lukte MeXllssick soys he regards the issue

as a smoke screen to cever un inacaquate in the procescutlons

proof.

MCKisshick: “Well, this has always been nmy fundamental notlon 1s thot
there should ve 2, you know, public inqulry - a Tull inqulry -
with everybody having ceccess to it, Let the peoble Irom the
press be there - lob cveryvona thoat vients to exomine - let ue,
let's gce what the UEUu@h?oq is.

Rather thon ]ust h@ve privato parties run around on their ova end

do their o Jon I'sn Tor a full public

K - .
LNcuLTy, 4 ¢ Tor.

Goodnazn: "licKisslitk says
exanine those othbi
Jas prompted durin g the course of another indestis

L

he has cuthorized only one person to
o, "he nﬁob}e by the Digtrict At

~

T

[ (.
into alleged irrecularitics in the balllistlic AOVObtlgﬂf
Goodnan for CES &

of the murdier gun,., John MTews n Lo
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tod in the cancellation of two new

ferenc: vhich Zusceh wog ﬁo roevezl results of an investlicootion
in#o c? ez thnotb 21 1istie teosts on the murder WeIoDon Nave DLon
: " Z ( ™That Drohe 13

KN R T ~
o used in tha slay

Ly
$)a e

10

m o O

2 handled
Clo'wﬁL*



. | - (G

VI-XNE

If we have thils loosce dezcription by

Chilef Davls suggesting
that - you know - ng"Lc the gerateh moarks vere chonged -~ the
ldentifyinc charach01l;¢_cs of the bullets., Azaln I don't
know cxoctly how that takes place anﬂ as Tar as I know it was
done fmxing down at the Clerk's office and in a very authorized

and traditional fm»hi@ﬂ.

KX radio

tine; 6:40 p.m.
July 12, 1971

Kewsman: “CL\rgos of wering with evidence

to Sirhan Sirhan
case have uulu~5 in the inve C

i
ounty

in ¢t
stisation of sone
olovocu. n“A nevsmon Yete loraga hag the story,

Moraga: "Two investisotlons have been underitaken to determlne if
evidence in the Sirhan Sirhan case, now entrusted to the custody
of the county clerk hns been uif»na.dlbu. One investicotion

has beoen CUnauctod b; the Dicstrict Attornzy's office, viileh has

seid that lie-dector tesis of Employees in the county clerk's
ik} £.

office indicatcs that somcone is not telling the truth,

ut County Clor“ William Shorn tells XK news radio, his own

Al

investigation has Telled to reveal that strict u@curt*v relating
to thie evidonce has beoen ¥hroion.

Sharp: I reoucsted strictest ocourity ot the beplnning hofore the
thing vent to trizl., I rcou“qioa that there hos been some
gucstion as to whether thet reguest wes rizidly adhered to, Our
Investicaetion iadlicates that - docs not indlcate that there
was a violation ol it,

Moraso: "Shorp adds thoat his office 1s Just as intercated in protectil
the ricnts of the state as those of the defendunt in seolng
that only authorized percons have access to the evidence ln

nle ia ¥ete loraso, HiNNoews radlo.

quectlion. JThils
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