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MEDICINE, ANATOMY AND SURGERY

MARSHALL HOUTS 313 Emerald Bay
Laguna Beach, California 92651
Editor-In-Chief (714 ) B9L-4896

Saturday = June 26, 1971

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Hon. Evelle J. Younge:, Attorney General
State of California

California State Office Building

217 W. 1lst Street

lLos Angeles, California 90012

Re: DEWAYNE WOLFER :
L. A, P, D, Crime Laboratory

Dear Ev:

This 1s an elaboration of our discussion last night at Bob
Fullerton's.,

As I indicated then, I have no personal interest in this mat-
ter, but do have a deep academic and professional concern over
Wolfer's horrendous blunders in the past and those he will commit
in the future if he continues on in his present assignment. I
am also concerned that you and the present District Attorney stand
a strong chance of getting turned by wolfer's misdirected hyper-
enthusiastic procedures and testimony.

I know all of the men who have stepped forward to speak in
this present civil servige. procceding. 7They are all men of great
integrity and professional competence whose sole concern is in
elevating the field of criminalistics tu a professional status

- (CRIMINALISTICS: The collection, preservation and evaluation of

trace evidence (macroscopic and microscopic) which can be used to
1ink an individual suspect tn a specific crime. Traditionally, it

.

. includes fingerprints, tool marks and firearms identification, the

analyses_of blood, hair, soils, paints, fibers and fabrics, glass,
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tire and other prints, photography, the mhtching of physical pieces,
and natural and man-made products of any type that can possibly lock

the perpetrator to the scene of his crime. The techniques employed

have been wet chemistry, optics, thin plate and gas chromatography,
microscopy, spectrography, spectrophotography and, more recently, -

neutron activation analyses, Y-radiation procedures and other spin=-
_offs from NASA and the Department of Defense téchnology)e.



- bar that reflect adversely on us as lawyers,

The idea that these men who are nationail leaders in criminal.

istics are out to "get" Woifer because of motives of "professional

Jealousy" js totally absurd, They are deeply frieved over his

unconscionable antics since these bring discredit to their profes-
Sion, just as You and I resent Shyster tactics by a member of the

objective worthy of the means required to obtain it, The problems
of this philosophy, as you well know, are many and g£rave, not the
least of which is that the prosecutor is led down the primrose path

alist by the police arm to give them what they need to make their

I will not elaborate on the details of the three cases under
consideration by the civil service board (Sirhan, Kirschke and Terry)
other than to Say that reail experts of integrity who have examined
portions or all of the evidence are appalled at what Wolfer did,

(I will be €lad to discuss these cases with you if you wish)., T
understand that there are at least four other eriminal cases and two
civil ones which have alreadyscome to light since the Wolfer matter
received publicity, There are undoubtedly many others which have
been Subjected to his hyperenthusiastic, unscientific approach,

The acute problem, of course, is what to do now with the current
erisis, both from the standpoint of abstract and pPractical justice,
and from the pPerspective of how You and the present De A, can come
away undamaged Eolitically. I have two suggestions,

-

Wolfer should be encouraged to go into retirement for which he is
eligible, This is the nly way I know to help the pPresent turmoil to
fade away. No one wants his Scalp yet, although I know Some lawyers
who say they will accuse him of rerjury and institute every law suit



possible against every possible party defendant if he does receive
permanent civil service status. His potential damage and embarrass=-
ment in future cases will be greatly magnified if he receives the
vote of confidence the appointment will give him,

Secondly, I would sugegest that you consult with George Roche
who heads your own crime laboratory in Sacramentos. Roche is a
sound criminalist., David Q. Lurd works under Roche and is recognized
as a top firearms identification specialist throughout the country.
Let Durd and whoever else he sugpests look at all this evidence care-
fully, and then advise you exactly what Wolfer has perpetrated in
these three and any other cases that come to light., By all means, °
don't let a group of police experts in firearms identification, whe
might Dbe suggested to the c1v11 sérvice board by Wolfer, give Wolfer
a coat of whitewash. ThlS can'’t possibly do you or.anyone else any
good at all,

Thirdly, and perhaps most importantly, you can salvage something
substantial and affirmative from the situation by appointing the first
Criminalistics Review Board in the country. This would be composed of
some of the national leaders in the field who are here in California,
men like Jack Cadman, liead of the Sheriff's Crlme laboratory, Orange
County, Anthony Longhetti, lead of the Sheriff's Crime Laboratory,

San Bernardlno County, Wayne A, DBurgess, llead of the District
Attorney's Division of Investlgatlon, San Diego County, John Davis,
Head of the Crime laboratory, Oakland Pollce Department, and Lowell
Bradford, Head of the Dlstrlct Attorney's Crime Laboratory, Santa
Clara Countyo There are others, but this is an excellent nucleus
from which to begine :

P If any question arises in the field of criminalistics, it can be
referred to this Board for analysis and opinion. The Attorney General
or District Attorney (from any county in the state) can act with
confidence on the recommendations of this Loard., By way of specific
example, if the evidence in the three questioned cases, (Sirhan,
Kirschke and Terry) had been submitted to the Board before trial, 1
am sure that it could have been straightened out before trial so that
the Do A.'s hand would have been strengthened, or the poliee would
have been told to redirect their investigations into other channels.

I do not wish to impose on your time unduly so I won't expand
~upon this concept of the Criminalistics Review Iloard unless you
wish ite. _I do think that it can be a strong affirmative first for
you that can have an excellent substantive as well as political
results,

I'11 be glad to run in and talk to you about these matters
if you wish., If I can do anything else for you, please let me know,.

Sincerely yours,

(signed) MARSH



