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VICE PRESIDENT Spiro
T Agnew just can't get
straight with the black lead-
ers. of - America; Heé. talks
with them, carefully follows
their “every word in. print,
and in quiet of his office
mulls the black milieu. This

week he got sore.at the ven-,

erated ‘dean of black leader-
ship, Roy Wilkins; whose re-
marks on his 70th:birthday
provoked the Vice President
to ire.

“This bothers me » Mr
{Agnew told me in his’ office,
pointing {o a front-page
newspaper story. “Roy Wil-
kins allying himself with the
Black Panthers who gre fla-
grant law.  violators. Pve
known Wilkins since I was
governor of Maryland. He’s
lel;angmg He’s gleg way to
he militants.” :

Then the Vice: Pre51dent
read aloud. what bothered
him.

The  Wilkins quote. “We
and the Black Panthers‘are
on the same side but we
may not agree all down the
line.: The Panthers have no

more than 1,000 to 1,500

members but “they have a

great deal more sympathy;
than that, because they com-

plain ;of’ thmgs the ayerage
Negro knows are true!”

WILKINS,executlve
director of the National As-
sociation for the Advance-

ment of Colored People, was’
also quoted as ‘saying that -

most’ black people share the
Panthers’ belief that a trial
is'no more than “a shake of
the dice” for a black man,
and are convinced that po-

lice and government offi-

cials persecute the Panthers.

After reading all this; i

Wilkins Agltat.s . A ame

lament, Mr. Agnew °said:
“This takes me back to.1968

when - had to dress down

the Négro .1eaders in Balti-’
more. after they made no éf-
fort to: ;tbp the rioting we

had thgn. They can't stand

the e from militants
who off) them ‘Uncle Toms”
or cry ahout. white repres-

sion.. "l{‘heres a’ steady re- .
trenc by moderates

like Wilkins to- accommo-

date mifitants. =

no&ler ‘gtory, -

Hueyﬂbwbqn ‘founder. and. -
tommander of

supreme
thé Black Panthers) eulogiz-
ing 'George Jackson: ‘(killed
in what 8an Quentin- offi-
cials said was sn escape at-
tempt); ahd saying that those

would “slit every throat that

threatens our freedom.’
“Look here in the middle,

Jackson sentenced from one’
year to life 11 years ago -

-after he pleaded guilty to
armed rosbberyv And way

down ‘at the very bottom,
one of the slain guards’ wid-
ows, - Vivian DeLeon, saymg
: that every article we've
picked up glorifies Jackson
‘as a political prisoner, but
‘niobody" seems ta care about
the officers.

“This "radieal chie idea of
-glorifying militants is debili-
tating to our society. How

.can Roy Wilkins -ally thim-
- 'self with this? I know it's
not popular so say this, but I
would. suggest to black peo-
Ple that.they reassess their
leadership. ' Its the black
© commynity that takes the
beating = from crime and
‘from ‘the ' effects’ of black
militants. K

T think:it is thma that the
Nixon administration and
the - Republicaps  not lose
sight that Roy Wilkins and

‘90 per cent of the black
leaders are active, practic-
ing Democrats. Leaders like
Wilkins just want to widen

their political base to in-

- explained;
. Mr. Agnew's stripe don’t un-
‘derstand is that many blacks

{ "revolutionary struggle

young . man frém the; san

. Francisco’ bureau interview
"him _when he arrived“ there

the next day.

.~ His questions all fotlsed
on the Black Panthers, and I
-answered him just as Mr.

Agnew says I did,” Wilkins
: “What “men  of

have 'a feeling. ‘that the

Black Panthers’ charges are
accurate, Blacks know what

it i3 not to get a mortgage,
to be exeluded from neigh-
borhoods, to be bombed and
to.: suffer: unfair - trials. I

woilldn't object to getting .
‘into & fight with-Mr. Agnew,

but not over a matter of a
newspaper interview.”
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clude revolutionaries. You

.don’t have to go far to find

out what the Black Panthers
advocate. They train chil-
dren in violence.” .

THUS, the Vice President
delivered thimself and went
on to other matters, like his
renomination next year. Any
way, he’s been vexed with
black leaders ever since 1968.
He was known as a progres-
sive on race matters, got 94
per cent of Maryland’s black
votes when he was elected
governor and was lauded for

pushing a“'sénsible civil

rights program. As Vice
President, Mr. Agnew snipes
at black leaders In July, he

ared "them unfavorably

v:i?iap lead;li;s ‘of black-African

‘mention of Mr.
at ‘gay black
gathermg 18" surefire to
bring - bogs; . hisses and
worse, :
. Rey Wukins 41 years a
black leader, doesn’t bop or
hiss anyone, #:
It was his own co-opera-

‘tive. and .generous nature

which got him into. the situa-
tion - that ' provoked Mr.
Agnew. According to Wil-
kins, the Associated Press
missed him in New York on
his 70th birthday, and had a



