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InT, he Na tzon Songmy and the BIack Panthers

By TOM WICKER

WASHINGTON, Dec. 15—t = 4" Eisenhower ' Commis-

is not merely coincidental that
while President Nixon ‘is being
strongly urged to appoint an
jndependent commission to. in-
. vestigate . what happened at
Songmy, just such a commis-
:sion has a.lready
" s8if to logk into what happened
te the Black Panthers in Chi-
cago, Los Angeles and else-
where,

Former - Attomey General
Rmnsey Clark, former. Supréme
.Court Justice Arthur Goldberg
#nd 24 other prominent persons
announced the inquiry intopo-
lice actions against' the ‘Pan-

thers, despite the fact’that the
Justice Department #aid last '

week it would conduct an offi-
cial investigation.  And Mr.

‘Nixon is being urged to arrange
‘for an independent study of the

‘alleged - Songmy massacre de-

gpite two official Army investi-
gttxons, the - pending court-
' martial of Lieut: William Calley,
'emd the bizarre hearings con-
. dicted by the House -Armed
Services Committee.
No doubt the extreme gravity
. of the alleged: ¢crimes has much
to.do with this unusual cpncern,
::and nolgtegxbth,lftoo, we a&e more
a little infected with acute
mmiseionitis; n
years we lnwer[‘ )
" ‘mental reports
Commission on:

appointed it-

‘Songmy and Panther cases also

_tice—a. mxstmss, most- serigus-

nédy’s assassination, the Kerner
Commission  on  ¢ivil disorders

sion on domestic .violence. By :

- now it is -almost =established
{)ractlce for the Govérnment to .
ook outside- existing - institu- -

tions for-a remedy. or: un

4 ‘ﬁ'
planation . when’ sérious

too apparent to more.

Mistrust- and skdpticism

But much of the demand for
extragrdinary inquiry. into ‘the

derives from a g mis-’
trust of the official institutions
and agencxes “of American :ju

ly, of their. motives, their
willingness. to' be- fair and e
partial and ‘a growing skepti
cism ‘about 'cheir 'l .-
tion.” Crowded and. insenisi
courts, self-protecﬂng bureauc-
racies, docile regulatory boards,

- underfanned. corrective agen- -

cies, political " and economic -

links between interests and of- .

ficials, all have contnbuten to
a visibly growing sentiment
among many Americans that
justice is either a rigged propo--
sition or reserved to the power
ful, or both. . :

And mw these terrﬂ)le cases.

4

* tigating srm is the FB.1, which
‘has been bugging the: o
y @nd reporting to local polios on s

lend no ohe any confidence; it
remains: to be seen how Gen.

Williams :Peers’s new: Army in-

vestigation will turn out; and

it is a reasonable bet that Cal- ' has'
ley will niever come ¢o trial, or
"will * win- a' digected acquittal
if he-does, ot wunds of pre-(-
:\trlalﬁpublicfty
.or shockipg. sitmmnsbeme :

o any case, a

Hmited to: the questxon of jone .
,mans guilt: .or- innocence: -of :
‘is. hardly' the. '

‘specific ‘charges -
: best -place to’' develop: the full
.story. Nor is:it reasonable to

oing, ‘to -broaden-the “inquiry

‘weré present &t Song-
ities arid Amer-

can field tactics, is to go to the '
ature of the war itself and to-
e risk its final discredit wmth the

American people.

The. 'l'mible With lnquiries

- As for Fred Hampton s death

at the hands of the Chicago

.police, that organization’s self-
ance in’“inves- "
tig&tmg" itself after “the 1968
“Democratic - National - ‘Cofiven-.
tion, leaves it little standing o
. conduct another. - self‘-mquiry ,

.serving

“The Justice. Depamment*s inves-

- their' activities; ‘wiich  might

court-mar&ial ‘. '

_suppose that’ either the Army
{or-the civilian Government is* be shown in the Thil
; Court of Appeals, thp &
much beyond the ‘actions of the "
‘men who
my; to délve further; into com:
mand

‘tice have been ¢
;into questlon by t lem_

even have something to “do
w1th the recent rash of vmv-

A Fedeml gmnd“
Philadelphia- recentl’

‘ment had to drop its
“tor’the tames of cos
to the coninittee, Wil
Srvestigating potee desd

vestigating . po i
ments. for the leemw
shootings" - s

:So. there s wnm;h

question other ﬂzm‘nm
_stantive matters of
“ally happened ;
.fo the dead  Panther
- thing more even thdn

at

- of ‘thess events on
of war arnd digsent,
a black community

The ordinary procésses of- jush
e .;,I}‘:;




