{Murtagh€alis for Contampt
Writ Against Spectator -

an outburst resulting in vio—
|lence at the bomb-conspiracy
[trial ;of 13-Black Panthers on

court.

: er. after. A e o o

‘|woman had “a long criminal
#d served six monthy in &

The reference was'to Gerald

|tawyers. at the. Panthers’ trial.
- Mr. .-Fhillips - identified the

woman, who iswmze_“m
had also used the names of
Holmes and Johnston. -
"Mz Lefcourt protested Mr.

Phillips's ‘description | of Mrs.

Weissman. v
i “For_the recayd, sald,
“she has been kn to me

for a number of years:. She is

Tuesday be brought in to face -
:|punishinent for contempt of

Ihim he had learned that the -
|Federat penitentiary. in. Okla-

known to Mr. Lefeourt” ¢

o s A

B. Lefcotirt, otie of six defense

Maryann Weissman and said she -

committed to the-freedom - of
black people and poor people.
Her arrests reflect a. continu-
ing commitment to justice and
her organization reflects. objec-
tion to fascism.. Her. arrests
reflect civil rights sit-ins and
50 gy .

. The ofganiz

T anization referred to|
by Mr..:_.Le’fcamt‘" s Youth|

4‘gaigst ’War and Fascism.
The lawyer asserted that Mr.|
Phillips’s remarks about Mrs.

We! Jhad.been “inflamma-|
‘t:zri;a;a purpose of palitical |

Murtagh ‘Grateful’

. Justice Murtagh said he; was
“gratéful to the District’ At-
torney” ‘for the’ report, and -di-
rected that &.show-cause order
be prepared “to show why she
shouldenot be held in contempt
of this-eourt.” .
. Mrs;;Weissman, 31 years old,
was ~fgntenced with another
- menybayr, of Youth Against War
and Fgscism‘on Aug, 25, 1967,
to siy fuonths and a fine of $500
in Federal court in Oklahoma
Cityy” "They ‘had been found

guilty by a jury of violating a|

comnanding general’s order
not :to enter the Fort Sill Mili-
tdry, Reservation near Lawton,
Okla.

“They—had gone there to at-
tend: a_court-martial of a self-
described “revolutionary So-
clalist’--when they were ar-
rested.~~ , L

‘Qmeiiwesday, Mrs. Weissman,
who had been sitting among
the spectators at the Panthers’
trial, stood up -and shouted a
protest against “injustice” after

a Tutig: by Justice Murtagh,]’

and he ordered her removed
from the courtroom. o
Befendants jumped up pro-
testing, and as guards quickly,
herded them from the room,
fists flew and the courtroom
beoame @ bedlam. -
Pwo ceurt officers, a detec-
tive anethree defendants -were
-injared and’ a “defendant who
hae been severed from the trial
as‘n youthful offender was ar-
resped after a scuffle among the
spectators. .
#®  Detective on Stand
ive*Joseph Coffey con-
tl on the stand yesterday,
m cross-examination by the
fense. He had been called as
& witness in a pre-trial hearing
of heir motion to dismiss, as
ili@ally seized, evidenca' con-
#ing of guns allegedly found
in ‘the ‘apartment of -Michael
TaBor a defendant. - ...
P %%4bor and other-defend-

aniy, principally Righard Moore, |

frequently interrupted the tes-|*

timony of thedetective, but re-
frained frﬁgshouting until late
in thesafternoon. But that out-|
burst2=j6ined " in by relatives
and friends among the specta-
tors—was, mild, compared to
similagsincidents on the two
JRHE trial days. 1
d-up after Detective
plied “Yes, sir,” when
M, Lefcourt whether
old fellow officers the
thers should be elim-

his “brother officers
Black: = Panthers  in|"

a fact]” screamed
8, “I believe I saw him

“hat when he and four other|

. 1968 Olympics, & black womanj.

e detective was pres-| -

Court House in this|

lding a club.”

gays Declared

: as he could make
Pinard above the shdut-
Wurtagh declared a
noting that it was.near-
< to end the day’s: pro-
. anyway, and the de-
were led from the

00!

A ense lawyer William
Cra ss-examined Detective
Coffexhefore Mr. Lefcourt did,
Justief e urtagh frequently rep-
rim ‘him, asserting  that

proceeding - so ineptly
owly that he was- af-|.
forBing “defendants an_oppor-|:
to make disruptive and|;
disrespectful comments. - !
rgr. Crain eliclted from“ng-:%

/

/

polftemen went to the apart-
ment to arrest Michael Yabor)
they stripped several iarge
pos¥ers from the -apartment
walls.

The posters, which Mr. Crain
asked the detective to identify,
incl&ded.a blown-up photograph
of fwofblack winners in the

EHSIRLEL]

and+baby, and a picture of Huey|
P. Newton, a Black Panther
offi®ia! riow serving a sentence
for the killing of a policeman
in Caljfgrnia. . :
Mr..-Crai

officers, ..V
seized guns and ammunitionr in
the apattraent, had taken the
posters. ©.: «.

“It wis in’ my mind that I
felt that they provided evidence
iracy,” the detective

-The **Panthers are charged
with conspiracy to bomb public
places in New York and with
attempted. murder and at-
tempted arson. “Originally 21
were indicted, on April 2, 1969,
and jorters. who have been
raisingfunds for their defense
refer to them as “Panther 21.”
A 22d defendant was added in
a superseding indictment, -

Trials of three of the Pan-
thers have been severed—one
because of illness, two because
they are under 21. One has
jumped bail, three are fugitives
from arrest and two are in jail
in Newark on burglary charges.




