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+ Some major publishing and
television executives - yester-
lay decried government ef-

‘orts to commandeer their
‘iles and films for criminal in-
Juiries and prosecutions.
Both Time Inc. -and the
Columbia - Broadcasting
System said they would resist

sweeping - demands- for indis-|_

¢riminate: information, The
New York Times expressed its
‘eoneern over a grand jury’s
subpoena to one of its repor-
ters in San TFrancisco and
warned that this practice
“could well set up a barrier
between reporters and their
sources of information.”

The ‘statements  were
prompted by a flurry of sub-
poenas from federal and local
authorities, ' particularly in
Chicago, for unpublished and
‘unaired - materials - dealing
with radical groups.

After '68 Convention

The practice began on a
broad scale after clashes be-
tween demonstrators and po-
lice at the Democratie Conven-
tion in Chicago in 1968.

‘After: last October’s four-day
rampage by the Weatherman
faction of SDS in Chicago, all
four of the city’s newspapers,
its television stations and
Time, Life and Newsweek
were ordered by the U.S. at-
torney and the Cook County
prosecutor to turn over fllms,
[photos and files of the inci-
dent.

complied, a spokesman for
{Time, Ine., said yesterday.
: Newsweek is attempting to

ﬁ'k out an agreement that
_ protect the names of con-
#idential ' informants. The
newspapers are also trying to
miegotiate guidelines that will
Hmit subpoenas to demands
for specific, relevant informa-
tion that can’t be obtained
'slsewhere. :

The Chicago media have
also received what James
Hoge, editor of the Sun-Times,
vesterday called “blanket sub—
poenas” from the U.S. attor-
ney’so ffice following the po-
lice raid in December that re-
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Time and Life have both

tions. Should we believe that
there is no immediate relev-
anée 'and that a law enforce-
ment bédy is on a ‘ﬂshing ex-
pediﬁpon’ for information, we
will take appropriate legal ac-'
tion to contest the sybpoena;” :
Frank. Stanton, presldent of!
CBS said:

: “Bread unrestmcted access.
to reporters notes; notebooks

sulted in the Kkilling of tweo
Black Panther leaders,

Weigh Relevance In New
¥irk, Hedley Donovan, editor-
im-chief of Time, Inc., siid his

ach ‘subpoena carefully and'
ve.igh its relevance to trial]
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pany . will wow “anilyse

Pproceedings or criminal ac.|

and other materials not pub-.
lished or broadcast can have &
direct and seriously’ adverse
effect on the free flow &f in-
formation, and access to hews
sources.” Lk

CBS,; he said wilI “contest
|demands of “this naturi a8
soon as appropriate cam are
presented.” - .
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