e

e THE NEW YORK TIMES, m.wNU.A " FEBRUARY 20, 1970

mNmow mum::ﬁ Pretrial Hearing Delayed After Student Court U_Nm::@

By EDITH m<>2m ASBURY

Pretrial hearings of 13 Black

Panthers accused of conspiring
to bomb - public places were
ted yesterday by a disturb-
ce caused:largely by white
college students,

One of the goamq»aonm. a
20-year-old former student at
LCity College, was held in con-
tempt of court and sent t6 jail
immediately for 30 days. He
was Alvin Katz, a long-haired,
moustached youth in a rumpled
¥blue-denim jacket and jeans
who gave his address as 840
West End ‘Avenue.

. ‘The youth was the third spec-
Yator cited for contempt and
gecond one jailed since the oft-
en stormy hearings -began
Feb. 2, -

The uproar broke out a few
‘minutes after the court session
“opened yesterddy morning, and
resulted in adjournment of the
hearings until next Tuesday.

As the session opened in the
Criminal Courts Building at 100
Centre Stréet, Justice John M.
Murtagh of the State Supreme
.695. warned  the spectators

that he would “tolerate no mis-
conduct from anyone attending
this trial.” He has been doing
this daily since a violent out-
burst that resulted in fist-
fighting and injury to three of-
ificers and a defendant Feb. 3.
Almost before the words
were out of his mouth a large
bloc of spectators arose, crying
“pawer to the people” and sa-
luting with clenched, raised
right fists in response to the
first defendant to enter, La-
mumba Shakur, also known as
Anthony Caston, who om:a&
out: “Power to the people.”
Peering out at the spectators,
Justice Murtagh said to a court
officer, “Have that lady, or is
he — he’s a man — step up,”
pointing out young Katz. -
After the youth was escorted
to the front of the courtroom,
the judge asked whether Mr.

planation, express any reason
why” he should not be held in
summary contempt of court.

“I don’t recognize this court
as representing the vmow_m,: Mr.
Katz replied, “I don’t respect
this court, H.= say what I feel

like saying.”

B

Katz wished to “make any ex-|.

Speaking without .emotion,
Justice Murtagh then began
reading into the record a for-
mal statement that wna :

“You who were a spectator
committed contempt of this
court in the view and presence
of the court by raising your
hand in response to statements

of the defendants after you had
'been specifical

advised that
the court would not tolerate
any such conduct . by your
conduct you did break the peace
of the court causing disruption
and interruption of this court’s
procéedings, willfully resisting
the court’s mandate.”

In a steely voice, the white-
haired judge, enunciating pre-
cisely 'and slowly, went on to
pronounce the young man
“guilty of contempt of court.”
His voice trembled as he then
directed that “you be confined
in the county jail for 30 days.”
For a moment the restless
sounds of the courtroom were
stilled, The silence was biroken
by Sanford Katz, one of +the
six defense attorneys, who said
later that he was not related
to the youth at the bench.

- “As an officer of the court,”

request that the unumuawan be
given. an opportunity to E@.
cure a Fﬁwwﬂ.s

Justice Murtagh noaan 3»
request, and thefe were hisses
among the spectators.

Later, when John A. Plillips,

om&,:_n instead = o.::ncs
nmomum

< Mr. Q.m&u% E.mE& for|
more - time,
“merély - the raising . of "the
hand™: was too, vague. an . -of-
fenise to merit-30-days in ,.as_W

assistant district attorney, ‘re-| - “The. only Shing 10, -be ‘said
turned to court With the typed]in-mitigation,” ?wa Murtagh
order remanding young Ka toddold” the - Jawyer, ““Is- ‘that' my|.
jail, the justice permitted it] Sélection of "him “was-‘to_a, de-

G. Chevigny to. speak-in
of Mr. Katz, .

Mr. ormﬁmaw mmi he' :ma
been summoned .by Lewis

S|Rosenberg, another. ~o=m.vw=.mn ,
moustached spectator, who was|:

later reported to have been a
former macamﬁm at City College.’

The lawyer asked . Justice}
Murtagh whether young Katz
had = made - “any  response”

when he had been sentenced.

“He can best tell you that,”
Justice Murtagh replied 8:%

After a hasty conference with
his new client in ‘front of: the
justice, Mr; Chevigny mm& B
would have m&:wmn my client
to remain mute,” and.réquested,
an adjournment  to Tuesday
“in order to prepare an ade-
quate defense.”

Spectators hissed -as u:m:no

the lawyer said, “I nm%ann?:w Z:ﬁmmr denied - the request,

gree arbitrafy, because -a* ™
ws,. of oﬁowa.. also raised th
wa% an WE]
ﬂw u.m\nﬁmm»ﬁm ‘

he went ‘on,

%Q_Sm ’s verbal response
At the: voanv *only mm«wnﬁi
his vmmﬁc:m offense” " .

‘Mr. Katz stood silent, his
E_m, ‘curly black hair falling
over “his  forehead, an olive
drab courduroy jacket draped
across ‘one shoulder, watching
through - large rimmed spec-
tacles, as Justice.Murtagh end-
ed zﬁ argument with a com-
'ment-on his “arrogant, diste-
spectful tone,” and sent him
to “the county. ,_w: for, 30!
days.”

-More - .hisses - mnomm among
spectators, which prompted the

judge to remark that yester-

declaring - that|.

&E.Snb added’ that|

day's session, u
|was composed
young people.”
“The Court has u Eh
335&.. he ~went on,’ én
they attended Humter noza&a.,
‘Assembly Hall last night  to]
Waww speakers mmsguaw ng;
u‘” » B -
Justice gcnﬁmr said he
.also ‘been -advised. thdt ‘one :
the -defense lawy aonwﬁ
court had ‘addressed ? ‘
eéting, making' statements]
b “the case Ra&aw before
‘this: ¢ourt.” . f
e Cotrt laqubc 1)
ustice asked acidty, *
this is-an example of ¢
tion E.onzmon vw ‘defe
yers.”
Mr. H&no:ﬁ.. &55
denied having referred %ﬁ
case at the Hunter meet m
said he had ‘discussed -the "84
dict just received from the Chi-
cago: “conspicacy - case - Wt
which T }isd 'some conneotion
in the past year and. '1'ha
view. about. : and T ex

e dociared tht. the., Firsh
mﬁgg%_ﬁosg& his right
roe mpeech, even though be

was a lawyer. o

“—‘—. n'.ﬁ n




