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“N.Y. Court Is Asked to Free
Panthers Held in Bomb Plot

NEW YORK, March 9 (UPI) |

~-Two - black law professors
asked a.State Supreme Court
justice today ‘to réleasé from
jail 11 Black Panthers whose.
trial in a bombing conspiracy
was recessed indefinitely fol-
lowing courtroom disorders.
Justice John Leahy took the
metion under advisement, not-
ing that the recessing of the
trial was “unprecedented” and
raised
tions.

Queens ‘where 11 of the 13
Panthers are jailed on charges
.|of conspiring to bomb depart-
ment stores, police stations,
,|railroad tracks and the Bronx
Botanical Gardens last Easter.

Criminal Court Judge John
M. Murtagh
pretrial hearings Feb. 24. He
said he would not resume the
hearings until assured there
would be no further outbursts
in the courtroom.

Attorneys Herbert Reild of
Howard University Law
Sehool and Leroy D. Clark of
New York University Law
School led a battery of black
lawyers seeking the defend-
ants’ ‘release on writs of ha-
beas corpus.

- There were no disruptions
during the one.hour hearing
attended by the 11 defendants.
811 sp s were searched
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‘.‘As a civil rights attorney,"
Reid said, “I find Murtagh’s
order the most frightening
thing to happen to black peo-
ple in 25 years.”

Both attorneys argued that
the high bail and Murtagh’s

constitiitional ques-

The hearing was held in.

- adjourned

directive penahzed the poor

and deprived the defendants
of their rights to counsel and
to a speedy trial.

Leahy gave the defense

until 5 p.m. Tuesday to submis:
briefs and Assistant District,
Attorney Joseph A. Phillipg:
until 5 p.m. Thursday to file:
his reply




suownown-cnuom Heinq m 30, holding a knife in'

his right land; backs agdinst the wall as a San Fran¢isco
1acﬂoaﬂpouce officer ‘moves in to, disarm him. Accord-
_ing 46 witniesses, Heini threatened a Black Panther rally

Untted Press International

outside the Hall of Justice with a stick of dynamife. But
no dynamite was found on him, He was charged with wav:
ing Wiknife iA a threatening manner. The rally was held
to protest the extradition of Bobby Seale to Connecticut.




