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F crd Fund Withholds f%Support

; By Wllham' Chapman
"Washington Post Staff Writer
A hlghly,v_pub.lmzed private
investigation of  clashes be-
tween = police and Black-
Panthers has" been stalled for

three’ montlis because antici-

pated fi anéial support from
the. Ford -Foundation never
came thrgugh.

Concérn ‘with, political re-
percussions . in- Washington
and publicity over founda-
tions’ tax-exempt status may
haye affected the Ford Foun-
dation’s: deeision not to get in-
vojved with the controversial
Panther issue, one member of
the 1nvest1gating commission

- saigdy -

aawem, Mi,tchen Sviridof,
ngtional’ affairs vice president
for the foundation, said not
even at ‘informal agreement
had been reached to provide
fqus #lthoigh some ' discus.
sions had been carried on.
~ Askedwhether the founda-
tien drew back from the dis-
cusslons' because of the proj-
eot’s potential for political
controversy, Sviridoff said,
“The , - negotiations never
reached that stage.”

~ At least twe members of the
commigsion, however, said
they feit the Ford Foundation
had informally promised to
contribute about $100,000 to fi-
nhnce the investigation.

It was on the basis of that
presumed promise, they said,
that such prominent members
of the commission as former
Attorney General Ramsey
Clark  and former Supreme
Court. Justice Arthur Gold-
perg agreed to serve.

One member familiar with
he negotiations said, “They
{the foundation) certainly cre-
dted the expectation that the

money:would be forthcoming,

although it was never a solid,
pledge...

5 *I fhink the tax reform act
bad & ot to do with it—that
?nd : cqngressional pres-
ure fast October.” ;

i He ‘Was referring to the con—

trovet'sy which swirled on
Capitol H111 last year when
many _-congressmen criticized
the polit1ca1 and social-action
nature 'of grants made by
large foundations. Conserva-
tives, in particular, objected to
fihancing of such projects as a
Cleveland clyil rights group’s
voter registration campaign
and . a  Mexicah-American
group s activities in Texas.
- Th¢' tax reform law ulti-
,mateﬂ,y plaew ‘44 per ¢ent ex-
pise tax on foundation earn-
Ings, - prohitited &w use of
foundation funds to influence
legislation and restricted their
support ior voter registration
ﬂrives ke i
Subseqﬁexﬁly,; ih &he Ford

Foundatmnw -annual report,

resident . McGeorge Bundy
grote that  despite such -criti-
‘tism it ‘would continue to sup-
port projeets of social change
in the 1970,
» “We cannot align ourselves
with those who believe there
# no crisis in our society,” he

wrote.

Police-Panther Inquiry

- The investigating commis-
sion was announced ldkt Dec.
15 after a “series of wiolent
¢lashes ACross the dountry.
The most recent had been the
Dec. 4- shooting: by police of
two Illinpis Black Panther
Party leaders in a West Side
Chlcago apartment.

Twenty-eight civil rights
leaders, prominent lawyers
and church officials Jomeﬂ the
“commission of mqulry "y

Goldberg and 'Roy Wilkins,
executxve director . of the.
NAACP, $aid théy were “pro-
foundly :concerned” by the
elashes in Chicago and Los
Angeles which, they added,
“have raised grave questlons
over the whole range of civil
rights and civil liberties as ap-
plied to the Black Panthers.”

In each, of the clashes, po-
lice contended they were at-
tacked by Panthers in the
course of legal searches.

Since the - December an-
nouncement,, the commission
has held oné meeting, which
only a few members attended.
It has been unable to hire a
staff and has ‘made no exten-
sive inquiries in any city.




