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passed very fast for'me, too

fast, even here,” Huey New--

tan, & founder and minister
of defense of the Black
Panther Party, spoke softly,
with the slight Southern
tones of the Loulsiana-bom
“It ‘goes slowly for the

other’ prisoners. It's very

boring.' But their agony is

dlffergni than mine, They

feel if only-they. can get out,
have a house and: a.car and
' children, live with some dig:

" nity. But that’s because they

-are not socially conscious,

they don’t realize that even

if you have those things the'

© system - - really contmls it

, all.”

Newton, now - 28 is -the -

partys theoretician and its
mSpimtion. More than that,
in.the years of his incarcera-
tion, he has become a kind
of nhational legend, a mysti-
cal shadowy figure whose

- _image wis forged by others

P

in the party and largely by
‘“the famous poster showing
Newt{on, looking ferocious,
‘seated in an African chair

with & zebra skin, a rifle in
" one hand an a spear in the
‘other.. The image peréisted
and Newton, who was jailed

M@rm #8'he rose to
provifience,’

o confirm or dispute it,

mnutmndj

for msntutlonal conveni-

’_ ‘Just a ‘Transfer’
! “My Gettin’ out,” Newton
d, “is:just a transfer’

ence. Since America ‘is a

;‘pnson of ‘a sort, I'm just
“’going from maxnnum fo me-
~dium securi .

Newton was mterviewed

at the California Men's Col-
ony, a 3,800-inmate, barrack-
like prison in the beautiful
hilly countryside some 200

miles northwest of Los An- -

geles where he has been for
more than two years. Before
that, he spent nearly a year
in Al eda County .Jail1
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land polléeman
- Now,-it-appears. thut New-
\'ton may be freéd. Last week
the California €ourt of Ap-
p&als ‘reversed ' his convic-
gﬁf Yor -welyntary’ man-
ughter ow -ounds
that the tr s had
failed to instrdvt t on
the ‘defense positibh thit
wian ]

“If Huey gets out, it. wlll
‘be :a rébirth,” sald David

Hilhard Panther chief of’

staff in Oakla (.
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are either e dend, gxile or

,5;1 il v g di 0 e e & i ”...'Y(':
ing to-Newton for mare thanl

an hour, to reconcile the leg-
end with the man (One is
shocked, for ‘example, to
learn he studied to be a con-
cert pianoist for five years)
Dressed in - .a freshly
starched prison dungaree
uniform, Ris hajr in & mod-
erate Afro, Newton comes
. abross as & tie figﬂre
is Warh\ en,

' saﬁh not that;hear ‘,;three

"years -of : pridon hawd 'soft-
ened him. On the eentrary,
they seem to Have cls
his” thoughts and strength-
ened his resolve. :

He will say things like, “I‘t
I had a written guarantee

m ‘his. ‘tace, Eeeause I refun
to: live. under: the prese&
conditions.”

But there 1s in it none of
the abrasive hyperbole that
made rhany fear ‘the Pan-
thers-in the early years, Or, .
“one wonders, perhaps the
«difference is that the times -
have caught up to what

. that figre W eﬁ"athn;g s

as the. éhicag% Panther. klll-' ;
dngs. |,
In any.case, Newton .is
concerned. with image prob-
“lems and pertquanty cults’
—one . of the :things he:
hopes to corréct i and when
- he ‘gets out, Already, he has
grdered that the

54,

- want t
are responsible and. ?that

) ggeﬁi? Bobby se:ﬂ,

chair pos:

Newton's first effort ‘on
the outside would be to or-
‘ganize the movement to free
other Panthers and black
prisoners, such as the Sole-

dad brothers, accused of
killing a prison guard here
in California. Mass political
pressure can work in this x:e-
vspect he believes

“Power of the People’

“I'm being released not
through any court leniency
but because of the influence
and power of the people,” he .
said. “The people are defi;
nitely Jesponslhle snd I

put it out that ﬂuw

Lo

do . it

Huggins and  other " o
rades.”

Newton plans to ask the

. United Nations to spomsor’

Eldridge Cleaver’s returi to
the . United - States uulu-
UN. immunity as a\polithent

. exile, Clearly, Newton wants

to piece back together the

~fragmented structure of ﬁhn
.. Panther. Party.

There is also a plan, lL

v ready in.the works, for a

new national const1tutioml
convention—‘“the first revo-
lutgonary conference since
the original one,” Newton
eqlla it. .
His yision of a new Amer!-

“&an sgstem melds a form ef

Pmsocinlmwithﬂlemﬁ-

-ities of American life' a8 he

‘gees it. There would be na- ,
tional ownership of industry |
and community ‘control of |

institutions—both' designed
to benefit ethnic and Facial ..
segpients of the pepulation:

“along groportichal lines.

Pmpomoﬁl Slmres N

. . Thus, the profits of the oll

ustry, for examplé, woul
uﬁwf»yuﬂmu

. aopoydancd - with thefr per-

centage-of ‘the total popula-
tion; simiiarly with the Indi-
ans, and sb forth, Also, the

-“authority:in local dommuni-

ties wotld be  distributed
along the same Hnes, '
Newton argued that this is’

ot & form of separatism or

cultural’ ‘nationalism, but
nw remnmp tne reah-

itiu‘ of nekm -Iu the coun-

m

e wwid be mung our-
selves to think that all of a
sudden a few hundred years
of racmm will die)” he said.

““We can't be blind and

spout ideologies and not rec-
ognize the objective fatts.

’Ethmc proportmnalism will

ultimately die out as: pov-

~ eérty and raciSm dies. out, but

it will take time”
" ‘In’ the meantime, while
Aiting the declslon on his

“been denied ptlvileges such
ai a8 radio, and except for
the. San Franeisco Chroni-
cle, he may read only mate-
rials relating to his case.

Newton offered to” pdy"
Toom and board, if the .
prison would pay him $1.65 i
an hour for the work they
wanted him to:do as amess |

cook. Since the prison does
a profitable business with
othér . government agehcies
for products made by in-
mates, Newton insisted the 3
to 10 cents an hour the pris-
oners recelved amouhted to
exploitation.
He has been up for parole

twice and deniéd it both

times
He has only three boo
an -autobiography of 'W

Dubois, a book on the Scotts-
boro tase ’Bd “Rebemon or
Harold

‘Revalytion,

Cruse. Hil mﬁet with

|




* United Press International

Anuey‘*mem smokes a cigarette ai men’s prison in California.

outside world is limited to
the one newspaper and what

he gets from his attorneys

and visitors. -

%1 feel I'm in touch, for

some strange reason,” he

P L

, System

said. “I have visitors fairly

-often. They are my gazette.”

" fie s a trim 160 pounds;

- after dieting away 30 addi-

tional pounds he had picked
up from eating starchy pri--
son food. L

When and if he gets out;
he will return to Oakland,
where he was raised and
where his parents live. He
is ‘unmarried and expects to
remain that way.

“In order to marry I have
to compromise, I have to
have children who will be in-
fected with racism as soon
as they také the first breath,
1 have to have a house that
costs - $15,000 byt for which
1 pay $30,000 for 50 years. I
refuse to have the kind of
family they want me to have.
T refuse to take any kind of
profession” (Newton has a
degree in .social  science
from Merritt College, plus a
year of law school. The
words are’ spoken without

. anger, but quietly, almost as

~"if describing someone else.

“Most of my personality is
crushed. All I have is a love
for the people and what
could be, and hate for the
that has destroyed

my personality and people
like me. - -

«“But the ‘crushing alse
causes a redemption. I real-
ize the value of love. Evexy-
thing else has been taken .
‘away.” . . :



