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Washington Post Staff Writer
The D. C. Commission on-
iJudicial Disability and Ten-
'ture, which censured Judge
Harry T. Alexander on
.Wednesday, has investigated
ifour other ' Superior Court
'judges, Commission Chairman
iNewell Ellison confirmed yes-
iterday. B S

Ellison said the Commission
has closed an investigation of
:Judge Theodore R. Newman,
and that he.thinks a case
against Judge Alfred Burka
alsa has been closed. Neither
judge was reprimanded ‘or
censured; Ellison said. ]

He said he was not sure of
the status of an -investigation
against Judge W. Byron Sor-
rell. Ellison had indicated ear-

|
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lier that Judge Richard R. At- ...
violated three of the American

kinson alse was being investi-
gated by the five-member com-
mission.

In response to allegations
by some  prominent Negroes
‘that Judge Alexander who is
'black was singled out for -ei-

fther racial or political reasomns, |

Ellison said the judge was net
jcensured “because he’s a col-
ored - man,” but because - he
“was the worst.” -~ -
He also denied charges that
politics played a part in the
commission’s action.
Alexander was charged by
the commission with having
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Bar Association’s Canon’s of
Judicial Ethies and with hav-
ing brought “the judicial of-
fice into disrepute” by his
courtroom ‘conduct and ha-
ranguing of both defense and
prosecution witnesses and at-
torneys. . :
Commission member Wil-
Ham S. Harps said yesterday
Judge -Alexander’s “was not
the first serious case the com-
mission considered, of the
first it considered this seri-
ously.” He said the perform-
ance of Judge Mary Barlow

THEODORE R. NEWMAN
probe closed

was under equally serious con-
sideration at the time of her
retirement last August,

Judge Newman sid yester-
day that he was questioned be-
cause he called a policeman “a
liar” during- the trial of a May
Day nmao:mﬁ.wﬁoﬁ :

“I had been on the bench
for 17 hours, that day,” the
judge said yesterday; “and for
57 hours in the previous four
days.” _

The judge said that within
half an hour after he made
the statement he “acknowl.

.
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ALFRED BURKA
- - . 1o reprimand

edged in open court that I had
blown my cool.

“Within an hour thereafter I
indicated to the chief judge

]

(Harold H. Green) that I de-|.

sired a one-week break from
demonstration cases because I
was  physically -and emotion-
ally tired.” : i

Newman said that when he
was imformed the commission
was. investigating the incident,
he wrote to it stating that “T
had ih the past acknowledged
an error in:tone and choice of
language, but I was still con-

my

“having told a defendant that
“Black is not beautiful . ..”
‘The judge said he explaihed
“his action to the -commission

i that he is under investigation.

Court ?&m& Probed|

vinced after four Sm&_ﬂwm of
the transeript that the officer
was responding (to questionsy

‘with less than complete truth-

tulness. They said they found
exp'anation reasonable
and thus they were closing my
file.” )
Newman . added . that some-
one not in the courtroom, such
as the commission, would have
a difficult time deciding, on
the basis of a transcript, what

- part the vocal tone or de-

meanor of persons in the -
courtroom might have played
in 2 particular incident.

Judge Burka said he re-
ceived a letter from the com-
mission inquiring about  his

and has not heard from it
since. He would not tell a re-
porter what his explanation of |
the incident had been.

Judge Sorrell was unavaila-
ble for comment yesterday.

Judge Atkinson said he has!
not received. any communica-
tion from the commission and
has been given no indication

Chairman Ellison said the
fact that a judge had' been
cleared of .one charge did not
mean there may not be
charges still under investiga-
tion. )
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judges,‘?’ he Baid. “He il
say that wag ‘necessarily }

Elllson said the commitdon,
which was empowered by Coms
ss to suspend or rem
.C. judges, has the power
censure,“because there’s m

|

Court. : He ' declined o M
ment f%rther on the censure.)
‘On Wednesday he said he wag)
“shockeéd; stunned and sur:

 prised” by the announcement. 4
ge said he had re.|

The Ju
tained - attorney to repre.
sent himd before the commis:
sion. 'I‘ﬁe commission report
said Alexander had “walved
the rizht to a formal hearing
and mgkes no objection to the
puhhca on of an opinjion.”
One commission spokesmean
said, hMmmr, that Alexander
was not sware of what action
the c isgion -was  taking
when he waived hiz right to
object to jts publication,
Frlendi of Judga Alexander,

ne Inhuer. plan a
~ mam of Sugfor Court
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